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TEHRAN/WASHINGTON,
17 APRIL

In a major breakthrough, Iran
on Friday said that the Strait
of Hormuz is “completely
open” for all commercial ves-
sels. President Donald Trump
welcomed the move, but said
the US’ naval blockade
against Iran will remain in
“full force” until Tehran
reaches an agreement with
the Washington to end the
war.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said on X
that the decision to open the
Strait “for all commercial ves-

sels.. for the remaining period
of the ceasefire (with the US)”
comes “in line with (Israel’s)
ceasefire in Lebanon”.
Araghchi, however, said the
ships must sail “on the coor-
dinated route as already
announced” by the Iran Ports
and Maritime Organisation.
Iran effectively blocked the
Strait after being attacked by
the US and Israel. Nearly a
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fifth of the world’s oil
once passed through
the crucial water-
way.

Trump said on
Truth Social Iran
and the US are
working to
remove all sea

mines from the
Strait. He added
the deal with

66

A paper tiger

Now that the Hormuz Strait situation is over, |
received a call from NATO asking if we would need
some help. | told them to stay away, unless they just want to
load up their ships with oil. They were useless when needed.

—Donald Trump, US President

Harivansh
re-elected as RS
Deputy Chairman

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL
Nominated member
Harivansh was elected
unopposed as Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chairman on Friday
for a third consecutive term.
Harivansh was elected after
a motion, moved by the
Leader of the House, JP
Nadda and seconded by S
Phangnon Konyak, to elect
him as deputy chairman,
was adopted with a voice
vote. A total of five motions
were moved for electing
Harivansh as the deputy
chairman. “I declare that
Harivansh ji has been cho-
sen as the deputy chairman
of the Rajya Sabha,”
Chairman CP Radhakrishnan
said after the motion was
adopted unanimously.
>>>MORE ON PAGE 3

Barmer hits
42.9°C, dust
storms warned

JAIPUR, 17 APRIL

The India Meteorological
Department issued an alert
for dust storms, light rain,
and gusty winds across
eight Rajasthan districts,
including Alwar, Jhunjhunu,
and Sri Ganganagar, due

to a weak weather distur-
bance. Barmer remained
the hottest at 42.9°C, close-
ly followed by Jaisalmer.
Despite brief thunderstorm
activity, heatwave condi-
tions will continue, with
temperatures in western Ra-
jasthan expected between
41-43°C. Jaipur will see
partial clouds, drizzle, and
temperatures around 39°C,
offering minimal respite
from ongoing intense heat
across the state.

Plea in HC seeks
cancellation of
Suvendu’s poll bid

KOLKATA, 17 APRIL

A public interest litigation
has been filed in the
Calcutta High Court seeking
cancellation of BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari’s candida-
ture for the 2026 West
Bengal Assembly elections
over alleged anti-secular
remarks. The petition, filed
by Soumo Mondal, urges
the ECI and authorities to
act on complaints and
revoke his candidature, Bar
and Bench stated. It cites a
3 March rally near
Bhawanipore where he
allegedly called secularism
“unacceptable” and said he
was “an MLA of Hindus.”
The plea argues these state-
ments threaten communal
harmony and violate the
Constitution.

NOIDA, 17 APRIL

Police stopped a Samajwadi
Party delegation led by
Leader of Opposition Mata
Prasad Pandey at the DND
Flyway as it headed to meet
protesting factory workers,
prompting SP and CPI(M)

Constitution Amendment
Bill fails to pass LS test

Bill sought to increase women’s quota, carry out delimitation

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

In a major setback to the gov-
ernment, a Constitution
Amendment Bill to implement
33 per cent reservation for
women and carry out the
delimitation exercised was
defeated in the Lok Sabha on
Friday.

The bill required a two-third
majority — or 352 votes out of
the 528 — to pass, but only 298
members voted for the bill and
230 MPs voted against it.

Accordingtothe Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill, Lok
Sabha seats were to be
increased to 816 from the cur-
rent 543 to “operationalise”
the women’s reservation law
before the 2029 parliamentary
polls, following a delimitation
exercise based on the 2011
Census. Seats were also to be
increased in state and Union
territory assemblies to accom-
modate 33 per cent reservation
for women.

However, Opposition parties
said that the delimitation
exercise would favour North
Indian states and severely
impact the South and the
North East.

This was the first time a
bill under the Modi govern-
ment was defeated in
Parliament.

NDA FUMES

When the Constitution
Amendment Bill was defeated,
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju con-
veyed to Speaker Om Birla
that the government has no
intention to move ahead with

BJPVMPs and others raise protest, after the Constitution Amendment Bill
failed to get enough votes in the Lok Sabha on Friday

the two other bills -- the
Delimitation Bill and the
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill - as both
were interlinked with the
Constitution Amendment Bill.

“We will not take rest till we
ensure that the country’s
women get reservation in leg-
islatures,” he said.

Home Minister Amit Shah
blamed the Opposition.

“Now, the women of the
country will not get the 33 per
cent reservation in the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies,”
he said on X. “Their
(Congress’) mindset is neither
in the interest of women nor of
the country.”

Rajasthan to start digital
census from May 16

JAIPUR, 17 APRIL

Rajasthan will conduct the
first phase of Census 2027
from May 16 to June 14, 2026,
covering the House Listing
and Housing Census through
a fully digital process.
Citizens can opt for online
self-enumeration from May 1
to May 15 via the official por-
tal, though enumerators will
still visit households for man-
datory verification. Around
1.6 lakh enumerators and
supervisors will be deployed
across the state.

The survey will include 33
questions covering housing
conditions, family details, and
access to basic amenities such
as water, electricity, internet,
and sanitation, helping the
government plan welfare
schemes. Authorities have ad-
vised residents to use only the
official portal and avoid shar-

" Noida protests again over wages; Oppn blocked from rallies |

leaders to stage a sit-in.
Pandey alleged injustice
against workers, claiming a
lathi charge followed pro-
tests over unpaid wages and
long-standing labour
exploitation. He accused the
labour department of failing
to address grievances.

ing OTPs, as enumerators will
never request them.

Extensive training pro-
grammes are underway to en-
sure smooth implementation.
Officials stressed that accu-
rate information is essential
and will remain confidential.
Providing false information
or non-cooperation may lead
to penalties under the Census
Act, 1948, including fines and
possible imprisonment.

CPI(M) general secretary
MA Baby said there was no
confirmation on the release
of detained workers and
alleged police excesses.
Police maintained the situa-
tion is largely normal after
recent violence, with a wage
hike and committee.

ABSTAIN

He said that there are 127
seats where there are more
than 20 lakh voters and it goes
against the spirit of the princi-
ple of ‘one person, one vote
and one value’.

During the debate, LoP
Rahul Gandhi said that the
bill was redrawing the politi-
cal map of India, and accused
the government of hiding
behind women.

“What is being attempted
here is a bypass of the caste
census. They are trying to
avoid giving power, represen-
tation to my OBC brothers and
sisters, and instead take power
away from them,” Gandhi
said.

Even after so many decades of
independence, it -

is not right that

womenin India

have such

limited

representation

in (legislative

bodies)... For nearly

four decades, this issue has
been delayed

—Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

This (bill) is an attempt to
change the

country’s

electoral map,

using and

hiding behind

India’s

women... You

(govt) are scared of the
erosion of your strength, and
you are trying to rejig the
Indian political map. (It is an)
anti-national act

—Rahul Gandhi, LoP in LS

All the members of the INDIA
group clearly

opposed

women’s

reservation....

In a way, those

opposing

delimitation are

also opposing the

increase in SC and ST seats

—Amit Shah, Home Minister

Iran is not tied to Lebanon.
0il prices then plummeted.
The cost of a barrel of Brent
crude fell to $88 dollars a bar-
rel, having been above $98
earlier on Friday.
This comes as Pakistani
Field Marshal Asim Munir
visited Tehran in hopes of
bringing the US and
Iran back to the nego-
tiating table. A
Pakistani  official
said Iran opened the
Strait as a “confi-
dence-building mea-
sure ahead of more
talk”.
>>>Pgs, 6, 7

People in West Bengal
fed up with appeasement
politics and corruption: CM

JAIPUR, 17 APRIL

Bhajan Lal Sharma, address-
ing a gathering in Siliguri,
said that people in West
Bengal are growing increas-
ingly frustrated with appease-
ment politics and corruption.
He alleged that development
has stalled under the leader-
ship of Mamata Banerjee,
claiming that public resourc-
es are being misused and
infiltration is being encour-
aged. In contrast, he asserted
that the BJP stands for trans-
parent governance, clear in-
tent, and rapid development,
expressing confidence that
the party will form the next
government in the state with
a strong majority.
Highlighting national pro-
gress, Sharma praised India’s
rising global stature under
Narendra Modi. He cited
key welfare initiatives such
as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Ujjwala Yojana, Jan Dhan
Yojana, and Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi, stating
that these schemes have sig-
nificantly benefited women,
farmers, and economically

Govt drops mandate on Aadhaar app in phone

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

The Centre has decided not to
go ahead with a proposal to
require phone companies to
pre-install biometric identifi-
cation app Aadhaar on phones,
a state body said on Friday,
according to a Reuters report.

UIDAI, the state body that
operates Aadhaar, had asked
the IT Ministry in January to
engage with Apple, Google and
other leading smartphone
makers to consider mandato-
ry pre-installation of the
Aadhaar app, according to the
report.

However, the IT Ministry “is
not in favour of mandating the

the
Aadhaar App on smart-
phones,” UIDAI said in a state-
ment to Reuters on Friday.

pre-installation of

GLOBAL OUTREACH

It did not elaborate on the
reasons.

The Aadhaar request was
the sixth time in two years the
government has sought pre-in-
stallation of state apps on
phones. However, smartphone
makers flagged concerns
about device security and
compatibility when they
received the proposal, and
said it would increase costs.

While the government main-
tains Aadhaar is safe and
secure, it has faced persistent
criticism from privacy advo-
cates, including for data leaks
where personal details of mil-
lions of holders surfaced on
the dark web.

43 foreign delegates from 17 countries to
participate in event at Rajasthan Assembly

JAIPUR, 17 APRIL

Vasudev Devnani announced
that 43 delegates from 17 coun-
tries will visit the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly to
observe its functioning.
Participants from nations in-
cluding Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Ghana, Kenya, Sri Lanka,
Tanzania, and Zambia will
attend the 37th International
Training Programme on

“International Legislative
Drafting,” organised by the
Parliamentary Research

and Training Institute for
Democracies under the Lok
Sabha Secretariat.

The programme is being
conducted under the ITEC
scheme of the Ministry of
External Affairs to enhance
legislative drafting skills and
understanding. Delegates will
tour the Assembly Hall, build-

ing, and Political Narrative
Museum, and interact with
presiding officers, legal ex-
perts, and officials.

Devnani said the initiative
will showcase Rajasthan’s
legislative system globally,
strengthen parliamentary co-
operation, and promote knowl-
edge exchange, while also
introducing participants to
the state’s cultural heritage
through organised visits.

weaker sections. He also
emphasised the importance
of the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam in ensuring great-
er participation of women in
governance and nation-build-
ing.

On infrastructure, the Chief
Minister pointed to major pro-
jects under the Bharatmala
Pariyojana, including a pro-
posed 520-km  Greenfield
Expressway connecting
Gorakhpur to Siliguri, a six-
lane Kolkata-Siliguri high-
way, and the modernisation
of Bagdogra Airport. He
said these initiatives would
enhance connectivity, boost
trade, and promote tourism in
the region.

Sharma also highlighted
Rajasthan’s cultural herit-
age, describing it as a land
of “Shakti and Bhakti,” and
recalled the contributions
of historical figures like
Meerabai and Maharana
Pratap. He praised the
Marwari community for its
philanthropic contributions
worldwide, including estab-
lishing hospitals, schools, and
other social institutions.

Courts can examine
religion: SCon
Sabarimala row

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Observing that denomina-
tional practices can be
subject to judicial scruti-
ny, the Supreme Court on
Friday said that judges
must rise above personal
religious beliefs. Stating
that while adjudicating
matters of faith, judges
must be guided by free-
dom of conscience and
the broader constitutional
framework.

The nine-Judge Bench
made these remarks while
hearing petitions con-
cerning the discrimina-
tion against women at
religious sites—including
the Sabarimala temple in
Keralam—and the broad-
er scope of religious free-
dom across faiths.

Senior advocate Rajeev
Dhavan, appearing for an
intervenor, told the
Supreme Court the refer-
ence goes beyond Hindu
practices or the
Sabarimala case, stating
that “When we say free-
dom of conscience we
mean the freedom to chal-
lenge anything—the State
or religion.”
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Abhishek Banerjee
slams BJP for TM(
worker’s abuse

KOLKATA, 17 APRIL

Senior TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee on Friday alleged
that BJP supporters abused
a woman party worker in
front of her two-year-old
daughter in West Bengal’s
Paschim Medinipur district.
Banerjee stated that former
CPI(M) workers now with
the BJP targeted Sathi
Gorai Kuila in Sabang. While
one person has been arrest-
ed, Banerjee expressed
hope that the Election
Commission would bring all
those named in the FIR on
the “heinous attack” to face
consequences. The senior
TMC leader accused the
BJP of cash inducements,
urging voters to take the
money but vote against it.
West Bengal Assembly
elections will be held in two
phases on 23 and 29 April.
Votes will be counted on 4
May.

'Jana Nayagan'
leak: Asst editor, 2
others held

CHENNALI, 17 APRIL

The Tamil Nadu Cyber
Crime Wing has arrested
three main accused, includ-
ing a freelance assistant
editor, for data theft and
leaking Vijay’s movie ‘Jana
Nayagan’ online. According
to an official release, the
arrests were made on
Wednesday following the
prior apprehension of six
other individuals on 11 April
for uploading pirated con-
tent. Police stated on
Thursday that the primary
accused was working as a
freelance assistant editor
for another film. The
accused stole the film’s
data from an editing studio,
rendered it into a movie
format, and shared it with
the co-accused, resulting in
its online circulation. All the
three accused were pro-
duced before a court and
remanded to judicial
custody.

HC orders FIR
against Rahul in
citizenship case

LUCKNOW, 17 APRIL

The Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court on
Friday directed the registra-
tion of an FIR against
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
in connection with an
alleged dual citizenship
controversy. The court also
said the state government
may seek the assistance of
a central agency to investi-
gate the matter.The order
was passed a petition filed
by S Vignesh Shishir, who
had challenged an order of
a special MP/MLA court
rejecting his plea for an FIR
against Gandhi. The peti-
tioner, a BJP worker from
Karnataka, had sought a an
FIR against Gandhi and a
detailed probe into the
matter, levelling allegations
against Gandhi under provi-
sions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, Official
Secrets Act,Foreigners Act
and the Passport Act.

BJP MP accused of
inciting Amravati
communal violence

NAGPUR/AMRAVATI,
17 APRIL

Maharashtra State Minority
Commission Chief Pyare
Khan accused BJP MP
Navneet Rana of deliberate-
ly trying to incite communal
violence in Amravati. Khan’s
remarks follow a case
involving obscene videos of
minor girls circulating on
social media. Eight arrests
have been made since the
videos surfaced on 11 April,
although no victims have
filed complaints. Khan
alleged that Rana is inten-
tionally provoking Hindu-
Muslim conflict and called
for strict action against
leaders spreading rumours.
Khan demanded Rana’s
expulsion from the BJP.
Khan said he will write to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. He also
said he met some of the
victims’ parents.

Suvendu says IPAC issuing fake
press IDs to TMC workers

Says only genuine scribes be allowed near polling station, writes to ECI

BJP leader Suvndu Adhikari said the pseudo-journalists are strategically
placed to carry out illegal activities at the local level

KOLKATA, 17 APRIL

West Bengal Assembly Leader
of Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari on Friday wrote to
the Election Commission of
India (ECI), flagging what he
claimed was a “grave conspir-
acy” allegedly being orches-
trated by TMC in collabora-
tion with I-PAC, aimed at
“subverting the democratic
process”.

In a post on X, Adhikari
alleged that IPAC is “system-
atically issuing Fake Press
Identification Cards to TMC
party workers,” claiming that
individuals who are not jour-
nalists are being disguised as
members of the media to gain
unrestricted access to sensi-
tive areas.

“These ‘pseudo-journalists’
are being strategically placed
to carry out illegal activities
at the local level under the
guise of media immunity,” he
added.

Calling it a “classic playbook
strategy of the TMC,” Adhikari
alleged “misuse of the privi-
lege of the press card that
grants mobility and access
which ordinary party workers
do not have.”

In light of these allegations,
he urged the ECI to conduct a
“rigorous verification of all
newly issued Press
Identification Cards and
accreditation letters issued
within the last couple of
months across West Bengal,”
and to direct district adminis-
trations and police authorities
to monitor and scrutinise cre-
dentials of individuals claim-
ing to be journalists without a
verifiable professional track
record in the field.

He also demanded that only
journalists from “recognised
and established media hous-
es” be permitted near polling
stations, following secondary
verification of their creden-
tials.

ED raids Punjab
minister Sanjeev
Arora, others

NEW DELHI/LUDHIANA,
17 APRIL

The Enforcement Directorate
on Friday conducted searches
at premises of Punjab indus-
tries minister Sanjeev Arora,
his son and some others as
part of a foreign exchange vio-
lation probe linked to alleged
insider trading in stock mar-
kets and round-tripping of bet-
ting funds from UAE to India,
officials said.

A total of 13 residential and
official premises in Ludhiana,
Jalandhar, Gurugram and
Chandigarh are being covered
under the provisions of the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA).

This includes the residences
and offices of Arora, his real
estate company Hampton Sky
Realty Ltd (formerly Ritesh
Properties and Industries Ltd)
and that of Arora’s son Kavya
Arora (MD of the said realty
company) in Ludhiana, the
officials said.

The premises of Hemanth
Sood, who runs a financial
investment and stock broker
company named Findoc
Finvest Private Ltd., in the
same city and that of
Jalandhar-based businessman
and alleged bookie Chandra

® A total of 13 premises
in Ludhiana, Jalandhar,
Gurugram and
Chandigarh are being
covered under Foreign
Exchange Management
Act.

Shekhar Aggarwal were also
covered.

Meanwhile, in Chandigarh,
Punjab Chief  Minister
Bhagwant Mann slammed the
Centre in the wake of the ED
raids, saying democracy was
being ‘murdered by harassing
only non-BJP governments.’

Mann alleged the Centre was
using agencies like ED and
CBI as weapons and in ‘prepa-
rations’ for the Assembly polls
in the state in 2027.

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to entertain
Congress leader Pawan
Khera’s plea seeking protec-
tion from arrest till 20 April
in a case lodged against him
for claiming Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s wife possesses mul-
tiple passports.

The top court asked Khera
to move a court of competent
jurisdiction in Assam for
anticipatory bail in the case,
without taking note of
adverse remarks, if any,
made by it and the Telangana
High Court.

Khera had alleged that
Sarma’s wife, Riniki Bhuyan
Sharma, has multiple pass-
ports and foreign property,
which were not declared in
Sarma’s affidavit for the
Assembly polls in the state.

Sarma and his wife have
rejected the allegations as
false and fabricated.

I-T Dept raids
TMCMLA’s
properties

The Income Tax
Department on Friday
conducted searches at
two premises linked to
TMC MLA Debasish
Kumar, who is seeking a
re-election from the
Rashbehari seat in south
Kolkata. Simultaneous
searches were conducted
at his house on
Manoharpukur Road and
his election office. The
reason behind the search-
es was not known. Kumar
had recently been sum-
moned multiple times by
the Enforcement
Directorate in connection
with a land fraud case.
The ED aimed to know
whether Kumar had any
financial transactions
with businessman Amit
Gangopadhyay.

Polling in West Bengal will
be held in two phases on 23
and 29 April, with the results
of the Assembly elections
scheduled to be announced on
4 May.

While TMC seeks a fourth
consecutive term in the state
BJP aims to form the govern-
ment.

net worth.

WB POLL CANDIDATES
REPORT ASSET SURGE

Several of the candidates of Phase — 1 of the
upcoming West Bengal Assembly elections
have reported a surge in their assets since 2021.
Given below is a list of candidates with their

JAKIR HOSSAIN
TMC, Jangipur candidate
ASSETS:

" ¥ RosetoRs 133 cr fromRs 67 cr

SUDIP KUMAR MUKHERJEE

BJP, Purulia MLA & candidate
ASSETS:

Rose to Rs 11 ¢r from Rs 45 lakh

KRISHNA KALYANI
TMC, Raiganj MLA & candidate

ASSETS:

RosetoRs 20 ar fromRs 5.8 cr

MANAS RANJAN BHUNIA

TMC, Sabang candidate
ASSETS:

Rose to Rs15.¢r from Rs 7 r

SUVENDU ADHIKARI

Leader of Opposition, BJP Nandigram and
Bhabanipur candidate

ASSETS:
Rose to Rs 1738 lakh from Rs 8.13 lakh

“Delimitation will |
be political
demonetisation’

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Shashi Tharoor, Congress

for
Thiruvananthapuram,
criticised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s deci-
sion to connect women’s
reservation with the
expansion of Parliament,
calling it a gift wrapped
in “barbed wire”.

Speaking in the Lok
Sabha, Tharoor argued
that delimitation should
be deferred, emphasising
the need for extensive
stakeholder consultation.

He said, “Linking wom-
en’s reservation with
delimitation is to hold the
aspirations of Indian
women hostage to one of
the most contentious and
complex exercises in the
country’s history.”

Tharoor urged the gov-
ernment to pass the
Women’s Reservation
Bill independently, stat-
ing support if it was
decoupled from delimita-
tion, which he described
as “fraught with compli-
cations that could tear at
our federal fabric”. He
warned that haste in
delimitation is akin to
“demonetisation”, which
caused damage, and
called it “political demon-
etisation”.

Tharoor highlighted
fault-lines such as the bal-
ance between small and
large states, and the eco-
nomic contributions of
different regions. He crit-
icised the 50 per cent for-
mula of Home Minister
Amit Shah. He warned
expanding the Lok Sabha
seats without increasing
the Rajya Sabha risks
imbalance.

DMK rules out RaGa, Stalin joint campaign

CHENNAI, 17 APRIL

The DMK on Friday said
senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and Chief Minister
MK Stalin will not campaign
together for the 23 April polls
in Tamil Nadu as both leaders
have separate schedules.

Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi will
visit Chennai on Saturday to
launch his election campaign.
Congress is contesting from 28
seats as part of the DMK-led
Secular Progressive Alliance
(SPA).

DMK Organising Secretary
RS Bharathi said that "Rahul
Gandhi will campaign in one
area, while the chief minister
will campaign in another."

He stated that neither Stalin,
the DMK president, nor Rahul
had the time to campaign
together, noting that their
pre-existing travel schedules
precluded such an arrange-
ment.

Bharathi was responding to
a question regarding BJP
leader K Annamalai's earlier
claim that "Rahul Gandhi
wishes for the DMK -led alli-
ance to lose in Tamil Nadu
and, therefore, will not
come to the state to cam-
paign."

The DMK leader claimed
with only a few days
remaining until the
Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections, support for the
DMK alliance is surging.
He alleged that that the
Election Commission is
operating as the BJP's
"B Team"

® Congress leader, Rahul
Gandhi will visit
Chennai to launch his
election campaign.
Congress is contesting
from 28 seats as part of
the DMK-led alliance.

across the entire country.

He said that a complaint had
been lodged with the EC
regarding BJP members going
door-to-door to collect person-
al details under the guise of

distributing sample
cheques worth Rs

10,000. Bharathi
alleged that

AITADMK

members are

distributing
pamphlets
resembling
vouchers,
promising a
payout of Rs
10,000 in lines
with a poll assur-

ance.

SC refuses to shield Pawan Khera from arrest

L A T

'S S

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma with his wife and entrepreneur
Riniki Bhuyan in Guwahati, (below)Pawan Khera

SC earlier took note
of the Assam govern- |
ment’s plea and
stayed the Telangana
High Court’s order
granting Khera one-
week transit anticipa-
tory bail in the case.

Its two succes-
sive orders

may enable the Assam
Police to take coer-
cive measures
against the Congress
leader.

This bench was per-
suaded to pass an
ex-parte

order, he

said, add-

ing that the transit bail
granted by the Telangana
High Court was expiring on
Friday and the Gauhati High
Court opens on Monday.

Khera’s counsel sought pro-
tection for a few days to
enable him to approach the
Gauhati High Court with the
anticipatory-bail plea.

The court said Khera’s
pre-arrest bail plea “shall be
considered on its own merits.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Assam government, referred
to alleged suppression of
facts by Khera in his pre-ar-
rest bail plea before the
Telangana High Court.

Mehta said it is a case of
lack of territorial jurisdic-
tion and there is no averment
in Khera’s plea as to why he
had moved the Telangana
High Court.

The case against Khera was
registered at the Guwahati
Crime Branch police station
under various sections.

DRAVIDIAN MAJORS TO CONTEST IN
CHEPAUK-THIRUVALLIKENI

_—

CHENNALI, 17 APRIL

The electoral contest in
Chennai’s Chepauk-
Thiruvallikeni constituency
appears to be narrowing to a
straight fight between the
DMK youth wing chief

Udhayanidhi Stalin and
AIADMK veteran Adhi
Rajaram.

Udhayanidhi, Tamil Nadu’s
Deputy Chief Minister, seeks
re-election from a seat once
held by his grandfather, the
late M Karunanidhi. The par-
ticular seat was also previ-
ously won by his father Chief
Minister of the state MK
Stalin.

The constituency remains a
DMK bastion, having elected
DMK candidates in recent
elections.

Adhi Rajaram, 67, aims to
end DMK’s dominance,
asserting, “I will win by a
huge vote margin and end the
family rule in this constitu-
ency, which has not seen real
development since the last
five years.”

He previously contested
from Thousand Lights
against MK Stalin in 2006.
Udhayanidhi campaigns as
“Grandson of M Karunanidhi,
son of M K Stalin,” appealing
to voters as “your ‘chella pil-
lai’ for a decisive DMK victo-

”

ry.
The election on 23 April

|—

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin interacts with a
child during his campaign for DMK
candidates in Udumalaipettai,
Valparai and Pollachi constituen-
cies in Tiruppur on Friday

also features candidates from
TVK and Naam Tamilar
Katchi. The results will be
announced on 4 May.

The constituency, which is
home to Marina Beach and
MA Chidambaram Stadium,
has 163,866 voters.
Udhayanidhi won his debut
in 2021 by a margin of 69,355
votes.

‘Harivansh’s win as Deputy
Chair affirms trust in him’

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Rajya Sabha Chairman CP
Radhakrishnan on Friday
said the unopposed election of
Harivansh as Deputy
Chairman of the Upper House
is a ‘resounding affirmation’
of the confidence and trust he
enjoys across party lines.

He congratulated Harivansh
on his election as deputy
chairman for the third term
and wished him every success
during his tenure.

A nominated member and
journalist turned politician, it
will be Harivansh’s third term
as Deputy Chairman in the
Rajya Sabha.

The Chairman termed the
re-election of Harivansh to the
high constitutional office for
the third consecutive time as a
rare distinction.

He said the newly elected
members would find in
Harivansh a guide and a
source of inspiration in under-
standing the nuances, con-
ventions and responsibilities
that come with parliamenta-

ry functioning.
The opposition Trinamool

Congress (TMC) however
took exception to Harivansh’s
election. The party’s Rajya
Sabha MP Derek O'Brien
questioned the "rush" in
appointing Harivansh and
pointed out that Lok Sabha
has not had a deputy speaker
in seven years.

Both TMC and Samajwadi
Party members staged a
walkout as a resolution for
the election of nominated MP
Harivansh as deputy chair-
man was taken up. This is the
first time a nominated MP has
been appointed deputy chair-
man of the Upper House.
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Mob attacks Assam
foresters after
encroachers’ arrest

KOKRAJHAR/GUWAHATI,
17 APRIL

A mob injured forest staff
and vandalised the
Runikhata range office in
Assam’s Chirang district
after they detained some
people over alleged forest
encroachment. The crowd
ransacked the office and set
fire to government vehicles
near the Bhutan border.
Police responded to restore
order as locals blocked
roads with furniture and
stones. Tensions arose after
officials detained locals on
Thursday for illegal forest
clearing in the Ripu-Chirang
Reserve Forest. The mob
demanded their release,
claiming that the staff had
assaulted them, injuring two
women. Authorities urged
villagers to submit com-
plaints, warning that road-
blocks and property dam-
age are unacceptable.
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Loan app hooked
for Keralam BDS
student’s death

KANNUR, 17 APRIL

Police filed an extortion
case against an online loan
app in Kerala, alleging it
mentally harassed and
intimidated first-year BDS
student Nithin Raj R L, lead-
ing to his death. The app
allegedly used intimidation
to recover a Rs 15,000 loan
at 36 per cent interest, vio-
lating laws. The FIR, filed at
Chakkarakkallu police sta-
tion on 16 April, cites sec-
tion 308 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. The student
was found critically injured
after falling from a building
on 10 April and died later.
Police have also registered
cases against two faculty
members for alleged
harassment over caste and
complexion, who

remain untraced.

| honked, says MP
BJP MLA’s son after
injuring 5 with SUV

SHIVPURI, 17 APRIL
Five people were injured in
Madhya Pradesh’s Shivpuri
after an SUV allegedly driv-
en by a BJP MLA’s son hit
them on Thursday, police
said. Dinesh Lodhi, son of
Pichhore MLA Pritam Lodhi,
was driving his Mahindra
Thar. It first hit a motorcy-
cle, injuring Sanjay, Ashish
and Anshul Parihar. The car
also hit two women, Sita
Verma and Pooja Soni.
Sanjay suffered serious inju-
ries, while the others were
injured in their heads, limbs
and shoulders. Police said
the SUV had “Vidhayak”
(MLA) written on it and was
driven by Dinesh Lodhi. In a
video clip, Lodhi is seen
blaming the victims. “l was
honking, why didn’t they
move? Three people were
sitting on the bike and were
swerving,” he is heard say-
ing in the clip. He is also
seen warning bystanders
against recording him. A
case has been registered
against him under Section
281 of BNS.

| Four ore gld in
Delhi brigadier
assault case

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Four suspects have been
detained in connection with
an assault on an Army brig-

adier and his son Tejas

Arora, and threats to his

wife in Vasant Enclave,
Delhi. The accused

Surjit Singh, 36, Sunil
Sharma, 53, Ashish, 32, all
from Mehram Nagar, and
Satender, 35, from Bhiwani,

Haryana. They reportedly

left in Surjit’s Aura car after
a quarrel over alcohol con-
sumption outside the resi-
dence. The suspects fled
after the case was regis-
tered, but police arrested all
four. The vehicle has been
recovered. Investigations
are on to determine each
individual’s role in the

11 April incident.

lllegal mining threatening
Chambal Sanctuary: SC

Rajasthan, MP, UP told to install Wi-Fi-enabled CCTV

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

The Supreme Court said on
Friday that the rampant ille-
gal riverbed sand mining has
created an “environmental
crisis” and has wreaked
“havoc” in the National
Chambal Gharial Sanctuary,
posing a grave risk to the gha-
rial (long-snouted crocodile)
preservation project.

Slamming the states of
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh for their
total failure in dealing with
the issue, the SC directed them
to install high-resolution
Wi-Fi-enabled CCTV cameras
along all routes frequently
used for illegal sand mining in
the area.

Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta said that the
live feed of the surveillance
cameras should be placed
under the direct -control,
supervision and operational
oversight of the SP or the SSP
of the concerned district and
the divisional forest officer.

The SC said the authorities should seize vehicles and machinery used for
illegal sand mining and prosecute those reponsible —rreepik

It said these officers must
ensure continuous monitoring
of the CCTV feeds by designat-
ing appropriate officers.

The bench directed the
authorities in these three
states to initiate prompt action
if any instance of illegal min-

ing or allied activities comes
to light.

It said the authorities should
seize vehicles or machinery
found involved in illegal sand
mining and also prosecute the
persons involved in it.

The bench, which passed

Reddys own 13.5 pc of land
in Telangana, says survey

HYDERABAD, 17 APRIL

The Reddy community of
Telangana, which constitutes
4.8 per cent of the population,
owns 13.5 per cent of the land
in the state, followed by
Yadava community with a
strength of 5.7 per cent, hold-
ing 8.7 per cent of land, the
caste survey conducted by the
Congress government of
Telangana revealed.

The survey report, which
was made public on 15 April,
said that the state average of
irrigated land owned per fami-
ly is 0.7 acres on average. It
can be observed that all castes,
except BC-B Perika, Velama
and Reddy, own irrigated land
less than the state average.

"At the top, Reddys own the
highest share of land relative
to their population, indicating
historical advantages in land
accumulation, followed by
Velamas and ST Koya. In con-

trast, communities like SC
Bedas and general category
Muslims own much less land
compared to their population
share, reflecting their histori-
cal marginalisation,” the
report said. Regarding mar-
riage, the survey found that
about five per cent or 2.16 lakh
girls below 18 were married. .

The highest share of married
girls below 18 was among
Iyengars/Iyers (21.2 per cent),

Syed Salman
Chishty visits Moscow

MOSCOW, 17 APRIL

Haji Syed Salman Chishty, the
Gaddi Nashin of Dargah
Ajmer Sharif and the
Chairman of the Chishty
Foundation, held official meet-
ings in Moscow that brought
together the essential pillars
of India-Russia relations:
diplomacy, bilateral trade,
spiritual fellowship, interfaith
dialogue and BRICS collabora-
tion.

Haji Syed Salman Chishty
called upon Vinay Kumar, the
Ambassador of India to the
Russian Federation, accompa-
nied by Nikhilesh Giri, the
Deputy Chief of Mission
(DCM) and senior embassy
officials. The delegation
included Suhail Vakil, the
Director of the Al Vakil
Manpower Company, and
Ilyas, a representative of the
Deputy Grand Mufti Sheikh
Damir Hazrat, who serves
under His Holiness Mufti
Sheikh Ravil Gaynutdinov,
the Chairman of the Russian
Muftis Council and the
Religious Board of Muslims of
the Russian Federation.

Discussions spanned a broad
agenda from strengthening
people-to-people connections
through diplomacy, to explor-
ing concrete avenues for trade
and manpower cooperation.

The meeting also addressed
the civilizational and spiritual
bonds between India and
Russia, the importance of
interfaith dialogue between
the two nations, their commu-
nities, and opportunities for
joint engagement within the
BRICS framework to ensure
peace and global development.

Haji Syed Salman Chishty
also visited the Grand Mosque
Centre in Moscow, one of the
largest Islamic mosques in
Europe.

NO MORE FEAR

and Jains (11 per cent), it said.

On sex ratio, the survey
found that in Telangana the
average female-to-male ratio
is 0.98. Interestingly, Gonds,
Koyas (both STs), Malas and
Madigas (both SCs) report a
ratio greater than 1, while gen-
eral castes like Iyengars/
Iyers, Jains, Rajus and general
category Muslims have a ratio
much less than the state aver-
age of 0.98.

® The National Chambal
Sanctuary, also called
the National Chambal
Gharial Wildlife
Sanctuary, is a 5,400-sq
km tri-state protected
area home to the
endangered gharial

several other directions, post-
ed the matter for hearing on 11
May.

The SC passed the order in a
suo motu case titled ‘In Re:
Illegal sand mining in the
National Chambal Sanctuary
and threat to endangered
aquatic wildlife.’

The National Chambal
Sanctuary, also called the
National Chambal Gharial
Wildlife Sanctuary, is a 5,400-
sq km tri-state protected area.

Besides the endangered gha-
rial, it is home to the red-
crowned roof turtle and the
endangered Ganges River
Dolphin.

TN law varsity VCs
remarks on women
spark protests

TIRUCHY, 17 APRIL

Students of Tamil Nadu
National Law University pro-
tested against Vice Chancellor
V Nagaraj’s remarks linking
women wearing shorts to
inviting sexual harassment.
The students demanded an
apology after Nagaraj report-
edly told class representatives
that girls in shorts cause dis-
traction and invite miscon-
duct. A source described his
comments as "fatherly advice"
made in the interest of the
university’s reputation.

The protest saw students
holding placards reading
"blame the mindset, not
clothes." Later, Nagaraj
addressed the issue, saying
his comment was taken out of
context.

He explained he referred to
promoting the university’s
reputation and suggested pre-
sentable dress as a factor for
improving its image.

POST MURDER OF KIDS

Women hold torches during a rally to protest against the recent bomb attack
in which two children were killed, at Singjamei, in Imphal, Manipur

Thousands defy ban
orders, hold torch
rally in Imphal

IMPHAL/GUWAHATI,
17 APRIL

Thousands of people defied
ban orders in Manipur's
Imphal West district and took
out a torch rally to protest the
recent bomb attack in which
two children were Killed, trig-
gering clashes with security
forces, officials said.

Thousands carrying torches
began the rally at around 7 pm
on Thursday at Singjamei,
demanding the immediate
arrest of those responsible for
the 7 April blast at Tronglaobi
in Bishnupur district that
claimed the lives of two chil-
dren. Officials said some pro-
testers raised slogans against
the security forces and abused
personnel deployed at the
spot.

After covering nearly 2 km,
the rally reached
Chingamathak, a few km from
the chief minister's bungalow,
police headquarters and Lok
Bhavan.

Security personnel, who
were heavily outnumbered,
asked the protesters to turn
back as ban orders were in
force, leading to a confronta-
tion, officials said.

As the situation turned vola-
tile, security forces fired tear
gas shells and resorted to
baton charges to disperse the
crowd. Youths pelted stones at
the forces, escalating tensions.

Several people were injured
in the clashes, with at least
five taken to a nearby hospital
for minor injuries and breath-
ing difficulties caused by tear
gas.

EXCESS FUEL LED TO VEDANTA BLAST

SAKTI, 17 APRIL

A preliminary technical
investigation into the
Vedanta power plant blast
in Sakti district has
revealed that excess fuel
inside the boiler caused a
pressure surge, leading to
the explosion. Police con-
firmed that the blast on 14
April at Singhitarai village
occurred when a steam
tube burst, resulting in 20
deaths.

The initial report by the
Chief Boiler Inspector
states that the excess fuel

NIT Kurukshetra student ends
life, protests erupt on campus

KURUKSHETRA, 17 APRIL

A second-year student at the
National Institute of
Technology (NIT),
Kurukshetra, was found hang-
ing from a ceiling fan in her
hostel room. This is the fourth
student suicide on the campus
in the last two months.

Adarsh Police Station SHO,
Vishal Kumar, said the
deceased Diksha Dubey,
hailed from Bihar and was
pursuing BTech in Artificial
Intelligence and Data
Science.

On Thursday, when Dubey
did not respond to the phone
calls of her friends, they went
to her room and found the
room locked from the inside.
Police rushed to the spot at
about 3 pm, and found her
hanging from the ceiling fan,
he said.

The body has been shifted
to LNJP Civil Hospital for
autopsy.

The suicide led to protests
on campus, with a large num-
ber of students gathering late

A year later J&K’s Pahalgam
emerges out of terror’s shadow

SRINAGAR, 17 APRIL

On 22 April 2025, the world
was shocked when a terrorist
attack ripped through the
quaint Baisaran meadow in
J&K’s Pahalgam, snuffing out
26 innocent lives.

The brutal attack carried out
by Lashkar-e-Toiba cadres led
to an exodus of tourists from
Jammu and Kashmir, prompt-
ing the authorities to shut
nearly 50 tourist spots before
reopening some of those in a
phased manner after a securi-
ty audit.

Now, after a year, the famed
of Pahalgam are once again
buzzing with tourists, with
none ruing their decision to
visit the ‘Mini Switzerland’ in

™ o ,

Anantnag district.

“It feels really good to be
here. I never imagined such
vast plains at this altitude.
We’ve been to Manali,
Gangtok, and the Northeast,
but we didn’t expect such open
grounds here. The security
arrangements are excellent,”
Ashutosh Kosaria from
Chhattisgarh said.

Last year’s terror attack did
not deter the Kosaria family.

“Many people live here. You
can see the whole city from a
temple above. It’s hard to
believe that such things (ter-
ror attacks) can happen here,”
Kosaria said.

Tanushree from Kolkata was
all praise for the security
arrangements.

Adarsh Police Station SHO Vishal Kumar said the deceased Diksha Dubey,
hailed from Bihar and was pursuing BTech in Al and Data Science

at night to protest at the main
gate.

The Officiating Director of
NIT Kurukshetra, Brahmjit,
said the administration has
accepted many demands of
the students who staged a
protest on campus last night.

Among the key decisions,

MUMBALI, 17 APRIL

Jailed self-styled godman
Ashok Kharat’s close asso-
ciate and his wife died when
their car rammed a station-
ary truck on Samruddhi
Expressway in
Maharashtra’s Ahilya
nagar district on Friday,
prompting some Opposition
leaders to raise suspicion
over the incident.

Police identified the
deceased as Jitendra Shelke,
55, and his wife Anuradha,
50. Their 14-year-old son
was injured seriously in the
accident, an official
informed.

Shelke was a close associ-
ate of Nashik-based godman
Kharat, who has been
arrested for rape and fraud.
Shelke was Kharat’s busi-

the institute has agreed to
allow re-examinations for
re-appear papers every year,
replacing the earlier even-odd
semester system.

Help is available. Please call Tele
Manas at 14416, or SAHAI at 080-
25497777 for support

Godman Kharat’s aide, wife
die in crash oppn cries foul

]

ness partner and also
vice-president of the
Shivanika Trust set up by
the ‘godman.’

The accident took place at
around 12 pm near Dhotre
village in Ahilyanagar dis-
trict, he said.

Shelke, who was driving
the car, his wife and son
were coming to Thane from
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
via the Mumbai-Nagpur

generated high pressure,
which caused the boiler to
explode, forcing a pipe out
of its position. The Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
verified that fuel accumula-
tion and pressure were pri-
mary causes. Investigations
also revealed negligence by
Vedanta and its contractor
NGSL (NTPC GE Power
Services Limited).

An FIR has been filed
under sections for causing
death through negligence,
negligent operation of
machinery, and common
intention.

Four Maoists killed in
Hazaribag encounter
with security forces

HAZARIBAG, 17 APRIL

Four Maoists were killed in an
encounter with security forces
in Jharkhand’s Hazaribag dis-
trict on Friday, police officials
said.

The encounter took place in
the Batuka forest area in
Keredari police station limits,
following a tip-off, they said.
One of the ultras killed has
been identified as Sahdeo
Mahto, who carried a bounty
of Rs 15 lakh on him.

The SDPO of Barkagaon,
Pawan Kumar, said, “Four
Maoists were Kkilled in the
encounter. No policemen were
injured in the operation.”

The development comes
close on the heels of a fierce
exchange of fire between a
Maoist squad headed by Misir
Besra, who carries a bounty of
Rs 1 crore, and the police on 15
April in Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum. Four policemen
were injured in the encounter.

The Centre had earlier
informed state governments
that there are no Naxal vio-
lence-affected districts in the
country.

Samruddhi Expressway. As
the car reached Dhotre, he
lost control and rammed
into a parked container
truck.

“All three suffered griev-
ous injuries and were
rushed to a hospital, where
Shelke and his wife died.
The couple’s son is under-
going treatment. A case
was registered at
Kopargaon police station,”
he said.

With the help of experts,
a crash analysis will be
carried out to determine
the cause of the accident,
said Ahilyanagar SP
Somnath Gharge.

Opposition leaders won-
dered if the accident was
“engineered” to suppress
facts in the probe against
Kharat.
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IMF resumes deals
with Venezuela
after 7 years

WASHINGTON, 17 APRIL
The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) announced it is

resuming relations with
Venezuela under its interim
leadership, ending a sev-

en-year suspension. In a

statement, IMF Managing

Director Kristalina
Georgieva said the decision
was made following the
views of IMF members rep-
resenting a majority of the
voting power, in line with
long-standing practice. She
stated that the IMF is now
engaging with Venezuela’s
government for the first
time since March 2019,
under acting President
Delcy Rodriguez. The move
follows the US Department
of the Treasury removing

Rodriguez from its sanc-
tions list, effectively lifting
restrictions. Relations were

cut in 2019 amid disputes
over leadership recognition.
Venezuela has been an IMF
member since 1946.

Australia’s most
tlecorated vet gets
hail for war crimes

MELBOURNE, 17 APRIL
Ben Roberts-Smith,
Australia’s most decorated
living veteran, was granted
bail by a Sydney court, 10
days after being charged
with war crimes over the
killings of five Afghans.
Judge Greg Grogin said
exceptional circumstances
justified his release, despite
prosecutors warning he
could flee or interfere with
witnesses. The former
Special Air Service
Regiment corporal, 47, faces
five counts of war crime
murder linked to incidents
in Afghanistan’s Uruzgan
province between 2009 and
2012. He was arrested on 7
April. Under Australian law,
war crime murder involves
intentionally killing
non-combatants during
armed conflict. Roberts-
Smith, a recipient of the
Victoria Cross,
denies all

allegations.

8 killed in
helicopter crash on
Indonesian island

JAKARTA, 17 APRIL

A helicopter flying between
palm oil plantations on
Borneo Island crashed, kill-
ing the eight people on
board, Indonesian officials
said Friday. The Airbus
H130 owned by PT Matthew
Air Nusantara lost contact
on Thursday, five minutes
after it took off from Melawi
district in West Kalimantan
province. It was on its way
to another palm oil planta-
tion in the Kubu Raya dis-
trict. Searchers later located
the wreckage and recov-
ered the bodies of the two
crew members and six pas-
sengers in the dense forests
in Sekadau district, accord-
ing to the National Search
and Rescue Agency and the
Transportation Ministry.
Indonesia has been plagued
by transportation accidents
recently.

Singer Ddvd held
after teen’s hody
found in car trunk

LOS ANGELES, 17 APRIL
Singer D4vd has been
arrested on suspicion of kill-
ing a 14-year-old girl whose
decomposed body was
found last year in an appar-
ently abandoned Tesla reg-
istered to him that was
towed from the Hollywood
Hills, police said Thursday.
Los Angeles police said in a
brief statement that the
20-year-old Houston-born
alt-pop singer whose legal
name is David Burke was
being held without bail. The
singer had been under
investigation by an LA
County grand jury looking
into the death of Celeste
Rivas Hernandez. The probe
was officially secret, but its
existence and the designa-
tion of D4vd as its target
was revealed on 25
February when his mother,
father and brother filed an
objection in a Texas court
to subpoenas demanding
they testify.

Lebanon hopeful as ceasefire holds

Bibi says won’t withdraw; Trump says enough is enough; Hezbollah thanks Iran

DUBALI 17 APRIL

The 10-day ceasefire between
Lebanon and Israel appeared
to take effect on Friday,
although the Lebanese army
did accuse the Israeli Defence
Forces (IDF) of violating the
ceasefire. UN peacekeepers in
Lebanon on Friday said air-
strikes have halted since
ceasefire, but there has been
shelling.

US President Donald Trump
said on Friday said that Israel
is “prohibited” by the US from
further strikes on Lebanon
and that “enough is enough”
in the Israel-Hezbollah war.

Hope gripped the Lebanese
people as thousands began
returning to their homes in
southern Lebanon. Nearly a
million people have been dis-
placed by the war between the
Hezbollah militants and
Israel.

By early morning, cars were
backed up for kilometers on
the route leading south to the
damaged Qasmiyeh bridge
over the Litani River, a bridge
that links the north with the
south that Israel has tried to
destroy.

However, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said that Israeli forces would

A man inspects a destroyed building in Dahiyeh, Beirut’s southern suburbs, Lebanon on Friday, after the ceasefire
between Israel and Lebanon

not withdraw from southern
Lebanon, where the IDF
intends to set up a “security
zone”.

“We will remain in a 10-kilo-

metre security zone, which
will allow us to prevent infil-
tration into communities and
anti-tank  missile fire,”
Netanyahu said.

Pak begins preparing for
2nd round of US-Iran talks

IRAN AGREED

T0 GIVE
NUCLEAR DUST
T0 US: TRUMP

Trump claimed that Iran has agreed
to give its “nuclear dust” to the US as
part of a peace deal. He appeared to
be referring to Iran’s enriched urani-
um. “It is very important that Iran
does not have a nuclear weapon.
And they’ve agreed to that,” he said.
“They’ve agreed to give us back the

ISLAMABAD, 17 APRIL

Pakistan has started prepar-
ing to host the second round of
high-stakes talks between the
US and Iran during the next
week aimed at securing a
peace deal, officials said on

Friday.
According to officials in
Islamabad, “preparations

have started in Islamabad and
neighbouring Rawalpindi as
thousands of police and para-
military personnel have start-
ed coming from other prov-
inces.”

The US and Iran held rare
direct talks in Pakistan over
the weekend, but they ended
without a deal.

A feverish diplomatic

activity followed to bring the
two sides back to the table,
Pakistani sources said. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
also embarked on a tri-nation
tour from Wednesday, while
Field Marshal Asim Munir
went to Tehran. Sharif met
Saudi and Qatari leaders and
reached Turkey on Thursday
night, while Munir has met
several Iranian officials.

Notably, Iran and the US’
two-week ceasefire has held
up, but it is unclear what will
happen if it ends on 22 April
without a deal.

US President Donald
Trump also indicated that he
might go to Islamabad. “if a
deal is signed...They want
me.”

nuclear dust that’s way underground
because of the attack we made with
the B2 bombers (last June).” Iran
has consistently maintained that
forgoing its right to nuclear enrich-
ment is a red line. Iran and the US’
talks in Islamabad collapsed over
Tehran’s nuclear programme.

ICE head Todd Lyons
to resign in May: DHS

WASHINGTON, 17 APRIL

Todd Lyons — US Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) Acting Director and key
executor of President Donald
Trump’s mass deportations
agenda — will resign at the
end of May, the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS)

said on

= Thursday.
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Lyons is
DHS

Secretary Markwayne Mullin
described Lyons as a great
leader of ICE. White House
spokesperson Abigail Jackson
described Lyons as “an
American patriot who made
our country safer.”

TRUMP NOMINATES
NEW CDC HEAD

Trump on Thursday nomi-
nated Erica Schwartz, a for-
mer deputy surgeon general,
to be the next director of the
Centres for Disease Control
(CDC). In a social media post,
Trump described Schwartz as
“incredibly talented” and
said, “She is a STAR!”

The Atlanta-based CDC, is
charged with protecting
Americans from preventable
health threats.

EPSTEIN FILES AFTERMATH

WASHINGTON,
17 APRIL

During his Pentagon brief-
ing, US Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth asked people,
as he usually does, to join
him in reciting a verse from
the Bible. Except this time,

movie ‘Pulp Fiction’.
“They call it CSAR 25:17,

reflect Ezekiel 25:17,”
Hegseth said on Thursday.

by the iniquities of the self-
ish and the tyranny of evil
men. Blessed is he who, in
the name of camaraderie
and duty, shepherds the lost

Starmer refuses to resign
over Mandelson scandal

LONDON, 17 APRIL

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer has no plans to
resign for his scandal-tainted
pick for UK ambassador to
Washington, officials said on
Friday.

Starmer claims he was
unaware that the Foreign
Office overruled security offi-
cials’ 2025 recommendation
against appointing Peter
Mandelson. The top Foreign
Office civil servant, Olly
Robbins, took the fall for the
decision and resigned late on
Thursday. Starmer will speak
in Parliament on the issue on
Monday.

Documents released by the

government in March showed
Starmer ignored red flags
raised by his staff. He was
warned that Mandelson’s
friendship with convicted sex
trafficker Jeffrey Epstein,
who died in prison in 2019,
exposed the government to
“reputational risk.”
Opposition politicians
expressed disbelief that

Starmer could have been
unaware that Mandelson had
failed security vetting.

However, as controversy
ensued, Starmer fired
Mandelson in September 2025.

Emails between Epstein and
Mandelson suggest that the
ambassador passed sensitive
information to the disgraced
financier in 2009.

he read a speech from the

which I think is meant to

“The path of the downed
aviator is beset on all sides

Meanwhile, Hassan
Fadlallah, a senior Hezbollah
lawmaker, praised Iran as he
spoke to reporters in a bat-
tered Beirut southern suburb.

UK, France hold
summit on
opening Hormuz

PARIS, 17 APRIL

French President Emmanuel
Macron and British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer kicked
off a conference featuring 30
countries in Paris to reopen
the crucial Strait of Hormuz.
Notably, the US has not been
invited to participate in the
“Strait of Hormuz Maritime
Freedom of Navigation
Initiative” on Friday.

Ahead of the meeting,
Macron posted on X that the
plans would be “strictly defen-
sive,” limited to non-belliger-
ent countries and deployed
“when security conditions
allow.”

France and Britain have also
led military planning meet-
ings, in an echo of the
“Coalition of the Willing”
assembled to provide security
for Ukraine in the event of a
ceasefire in that war.

German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz and Italian
Premier Giorgia Meloni are
expected to attend in person,
with others joining by video.

French Defence Minister
Catherine Vautrin said that
Europe can demine the Strait
or could provide “escort ser-
vices” for vessels.

" Hegseth quotes fake Bible
verse from ‘Pulp Fiction’

through the valley of dark-
ness, for he is truly his
brother’s keeper and the
finder of lost children,” the
former Fox News host recit-
ed. “I will strike down upon
thee with great vengeance
and furious anger those
who attempt to capture and
destroy my brother. And
you will know my call sign

Displaced Lebanese people begin returning home after the ceasefire came

into effect —x@pressTv

“Yesterday, before the cease-
fire, Hezbollah’s leadership
was formally informed from
the Iranian ambassador that
there will be a ceasefire at
night,” he said. “We were
informed from the Islamic
Republic that the calls they
took with Saudi and Pakistan
were encouraging for a cease-
fire as first step.”

Fadlallah said that the mili-
tant group’s key positions — a
complete ceasefire, withdraw-

al of Israeli troops, a return of
all Lebanese displaced people,
releasing prisoners held by
Israel and reconstruction —
have not changed.

Fadlallah warned Lebanon
not to enter direct talks with
Israel, saying it would be a
concession as Israel troops
remained on Lebanese soil.

Hezbollah also said in a
statement that its fingers
remained “on the trigger” in
the case of “betrayal”.

USS Abraham Lincoln participates in the US blockade of Iranian ports, in
the Arabian Sea, on Thursday—

US to target Iran-linked
ships worldwide

WASHINGTON, 17 APRIL

The US military will target
ships tied to Iran across the
world, widening its blockade
of Iran’s ports. Gen Dan Caine,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff pointed specifically to
operations in the Pacific, and
said the US would be targeting
vessels that left before the
blockade even began earlier
this week outside the Strait of
Hormuz.

US forces in other areas of
responsibility “will actively
pursue any Iranian-flagged
vessel or any vessel attempt-
ing to provide material sup-
port to Iran,” he told reporters
at the Pentagon.

The military also detailed an

.'. 1

is Sandy 1 when I lay my
vengeance upon thee, and
amen.”

The verse is nearly a word
for word recital of a speech
made by Samuel L Jackson’s
character from 1994 classic.
The verse is recited some
three times in the Quentin
Tarantino directed block-
buster.

Former prez released in
Myanmar’s amnesty

BANGKOK, 17 APRIL

Myanmar’s former president
Win Myint was released on
Friday as part of a broad pris-
oner amnesty by newly sworn-
in President Min Aung Hlaing,
to mark the New Year, accord-
ing to state-run media. The
pardon applies to over 4,500
prisoners, though it is unclear
how many opposing military
rules are included.

There is no indication that
80-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi
will be freed. Win Myint, a
loyalist elected in 2018, was
detained on February 1, 2021,
when the military seized
power and arrested Suu Kyi.

He received a 12-year sen-
tence for several offences,
reduced to eight years in 2023.
State media reported he, in
prison in Taungoo, Bago
region, had received amnesty.
Outside Insein Prison, rela-

tives welcomed released pris-
oners, including filmmaker
Shin Daewe, sentenced to life
in 2024. The amnesty follows
Hlaing’s inauguration after a
contested election.

Nearly 8,000 civilians have
been killed since 2021, with
over 22,170 political detainees,
including Suu Kyi, still jailed.
Her sentence has been reduced
to 22.5 years, and she will be
moved to house arrest.

® The US said it would
board vessels anywhere
in the world if they are
linked to Iran

expansive lists of goods that it
considers contraband, declar-
ing that it will board, search
and seize them from merchant
vessels “regardless of loca-
tion.”

A notice published Thursday
says any “goods that are des-
tined for an enemy and that
may be susceptible to use in
armed conflict” are “subject to
capture at any place beyond
neutral territory”. This
includes weapons, oil, metals
and electronics.

US to probe 10
missing scientists

Trump said that uncon-
firmed reports that about
10 US-based nuclear scien-
tists had gone missing or
died in the last two months
was “pretty serious” and
vowed that authorities
would investigate. He said
he hope it was a coinci-
dence that the scientist
linked to sensitive national
security research had
disappeared.

B’desh to link
nuke power, grid

Bangladesh has announced
that it will begin connect-
ing nuclear power to the
national grid this year as
the country faces an ongo-
ing energy crisis driven by
the West Asia situation. At
least one unit of the
Rooppur Nuclear Power
Plant in Ishwardi Upazila is
expected to start supplying
electricity to the national
grid this year, officials said.

US withdraws
from Syrian base

With the US forces com-
pleting their withdrawal
from the from Qasrak air
base on Thursday, the
Syrian army has now taken
full control of most military
sites in the country where
Washington’s troops were
deployed to fight ISIS. Syria
govt said the withdrawal
came after the implemen-
tation of deal between the
Syrian government and the
Kurdish Forces.
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Rupee rises to
settle at 92.85
against USD

MUMBALI, 17 APRIL

The rupee appreciated by
29 paise to settle at 92.85
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Friday, buoyed by
a weakening American cur-
rency and retreating crude
oil prices amid increasing
hopes of easing geopolitical
tensions. Renewed buying in
domestic equity markets
and fresh inflow of foreign
funds also supported the
local currency, forex traders
said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
rupee opened at 92.93 and
touched an intraday high of
92.65 against the green-
back. The unit also touched
the day’s low of 92.98. On 16
April, the rupee gained 19
paise to settle at 93.14
against the US dollar.
Meanwhile, the dollar index
fell 0.12 per cent to

97.90.

Silver falls to
Rs 2.5L/kg, gold
to Rs 1.56 L/10g

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Silver price declined by

Rs 5,700 to Rs 2.53 lakh per
kilogram in New Delhi on
Friday while gold fell to Rs
1.56 lakh per 10 grams amid
subdued demand in the
domestic market. According
to the All India Sarafa
Association, the white metal
plunged Rs 5,700, or 2.2
per cent, to Rs 2,53,000 per
kg (inclusive of all taxes).
Gold of 99.9 per cent purity
also decreased Rs 1,600, or
1.01 per cent, to Rs 1,56,200
per 10 grams (inclusive of
all taxes). In the overseas
markets, spot gold was
trading marginally lower at
USD 4,786.90 per ounce,
while silver gained 1.12 per
cent to USD 79.28 per
ounce

Crisil Q1 net
profit rises 46%
to Rs 233 crore

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Domestic rating agency—
Crisil—reed a 45.9 per
cent rise in net profit on
Friday to Rs 233.3 crore for
the January-March quarter.
Registering a profit after tax
(PAT) of Rs 159.8 crore in
the March quarter of the
preceding fiscal year. Crisil
Managing Director and CEO
Amish Mehta said the
growth in businesses during
Q1 FY26 was driven by cus-
tomer centricity and differ-
entiated, domain-led solu-
tions. Crisil projects India’s
GDP to grow by 7.1 per cent
this fiscal year, down from
7.6 per cent last year, noting
increasing downside risks.
Its consolidated total
income for the first quarter
of fiscal year 2026 rose 29.6
per cent to Rs 1,093.7 crore
compared to Rs 843.8 crore
in the year-ago

period.

MCD offers
Rs 13,500 per acre
to hire gardeners

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

The Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
has revived a scheme to
address the shortage of
gardeners in the national
capital’s parks, officials said
on Friday. Under the
scheme, Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) across
Delhi will get Rs 13,500 per
acre to hire a gardener for
park maintenance, officials
added. The scheme, based
on a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model,
was reintroduced last week
by MCD’s horticulture
department. It was original-
ly rolled out before the
merger of the North, South
and East Delhi municipal
corporations in 2022.
Residents and ward council-
lors have repeatedly com-
plained about the deterio-
rating condition of parks,
citing a dearth of garden-
ers. Currently, the MCD
maintains 15,320 parks
across its 12 zones, covering
nearly 5,200 acres

Markets rally on easing geopolitical tensions

Sensex rose by 504.86 points, while Nifty jumped by 156.80 points

MUMBAI, 17 APRIL

Stock market benchmark indi-
ces Sensex and Nifty rallied
nearly 1 per cent on Friday,
driven by optimism surround-
ing easing geopolitical ten-
sions, falling crude prices, and
fresh foreign fund inflows.
Renewed hopes of a diplomat-
ic resolution between the US
and Iran, along with a 10-day
ceasefire between Israel and
Lebanon, have materially
improved global risk appetite,
a market analyst said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 504.86 points, or 0.65
per cent, to settle at 78,493.54.
During the day, it surged
564.77 points, or 0.72 per cent,
to 78,553.45.

A total of 3,043 stocks
advanced while 1,284 declined

and 166 remained unchanged
on the BSE.
The 50-share NSE Nifty

Crude prices fall 2%
to Rs 8,396/barrel

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Crude oil prices declined by
just over 2 per cent to Rs 8,396
per barrel in futures trade on
Friday, amid signals of a
potential US-Iran agreement
and easing geopolitical ten-
sions that eased fears of pro-
longed supply disruptions.

May delivery crude fell Rs
180, or 2.1 per cent, on the
Multi Commodity Exchange.
Kaveri More, Commodity -
Technical Research at Choice
Broking, stated that “Crude
futures declined after US
President Donald Trump
expressed optimism over a
potential agreement with Iran,
easing concerns over pro-
longed supply disruptions.”

Trump indicated Tehran
might accept terms including
abandoning nuclear ambi-
tions, reopening the Strait of
Hormuz, and offering “free
0il,” though Iran has not offi-
cially confirmed these claims.
Internationally, oil futures
remained below USD 100 per
barrel, as investors became
hopeful of a near-term resolu-
tion in West Asia.

West Texas Intermediate
(WTTI) for the May contract fell
1.02 per cent to USD 93.72 per
barrel on NYMEX, while
Brent oil for the June contract
dipped nearly 1 per cent to
USD 98.41 per barrel in New
York.

® West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) for
the May contract fell
1.02 per cent to USD
93.72 per barrel on
NYMEX, while Brent oil
for the June contract
dipped nearly 1 per
cent to USD 98.41 per

—

More explained that addi-
tional pressure on crude pric-
es followed the announcement
of a 10-day ceasefire between
Israel and Lebanon, reducing
immediate geopolitical risks.

However, concerns persist
over the Strait of Hormuz,
which remains effectively
closed under a dual blockade.
0Oil and gas output disruptions
could take up to two years to
restore, according to
International Energy Agency
Chief Fatih Birol, who warned
that global oil production
could fall by 13 million barrels
per day, more than during the

crises of 1973 and 1979.

climbed 156.80 points, or 0.65
per cent, to end at 24,353.55.
Investors’ wealth surged by Rs

WIPRO SHARES
DROP 4% AFTER
04 EARNINGS

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Shares of IT major Wipro
declined by nearly 4 per cent
in Friday morning trade after
the firm reported a consolidat-
ed net profit of Rs 3,501.8 crore
for the March quarter of FY26.

The stock edged lower by
3.61 per cent to Rs 202.60 on the
BSE. At the NSE, it declined
by 3.69 per cent to Rs 202.50.

Wipro’s consolidated net
profit for the March quarter is
down 1.89 per cent from Rs
3,569.6 crore a year ago.

Wipro’s board has also
approved a mega Rs 15,000
crore share repurchase pro-
gramme, proposing to buy
back more than 5 per cent of
its equity, or up to 60 crore
shares, from shareholders at
Rs 250 per share.

The firm’s revenue rose 7.6
per cent to Rs 24,236.3 crore in
Q4 FY26, as compared to Rs
22,504.2 crore in Q4 FY25. For
the quarter ending 30 June,
Wipro expects revenue from
its IT services business to be
in the range of USD 2,597-2,651
million. This translates to a
sequential guidance of (-) 2.0
per cent to 0 per cent in con-
stant currency terms.

RBI pulls out Rs 2L cr liquidity

MUMBALI, 17 APRIL

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday pulled out Rs
2,00,031 crore transient liquid-
ity from the banking system
through a seven-day variable
rate reverse repo (VRRR) auc-
tion.

The central bank had
received higher bids worth Rs
2,28,098 crore than the notified
amount of Rs 2 lakh crore in
the auction.

The RBI accepted the bid at a
5.24 per cent cut-off rate and
5.23 per cent weighted average

rate.

Currently, the liquidity in
the banking system is estimat-
ed to be in surplus of around
Rs 4.09 lakh crore.

Before this, the central bank

had conducted a seven-day
VRRR auction on 10 April and
pulled out Rs 2,00,041 crore of
transient liquidity from the
banking system. These funds
were reversed today into the
banking system.

“Going ahead, we will con-
tinue to be proactive and
pre-emptive in liquidity man-
agement and ensure sufficient
liquidity in the banking sys-
tem to meet the productive
requirements of the econo-
my,” RBI governor Sanjay
Malhotra said during the
April monetary policy.

4.84 lakh crore to Rs
4,65,64,461.51 crore (USD 5.02
trillion) on BSE.

®Renewed hopes of a dip-
lomatic resolution
between the US and Iran,
along with a 10-day
ceasefire between Israel
and Lebanon, have mate-
rially improved global risk
appetite, a market analyst

On the weekly front, the BSE
benchmark jumped 943.29
points or 1.21 per cent, and the
Nifty climbed 302.95 points or
1.25 per cent.

From the 30-Sensex firms,
Hindustan Unilever, Power
Grid, Reliance Industries,
Bharat Electronics, Tech
Mahindra and Titan were
among the major winners. In
contrast, Sun  Pharma,

Mahindra & Mahindra, Larsen
& Toubro and HCL Tech were
among the laggards.
The BSE SmallCap Select
index jumped 1.76 per cent,
and the MidCap Select index
climbed 1.31 per cent.

All indices ended higher.
FMCG climbed 2.57 per cent,
Capital Goods (2.19 per cent),
Power (1.95 per cent), Utilities
(1.51 per cent), Energy (1.43
per cent) and Industrials (1.32
per cent).

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, dropped 3.07 per
cent to USD 96.34 per barrel.

The markets in the US ended
in positive territory on 16
April. Foreign institutional
investors bought equities
worth Rs 382.36 crore on 16
April, according to exchange
data.

Netflix co-founder Reed
Hastings to exit board

NEW YORK, 17 APRIL

The Netflix co-founder and
chairman Reed Hastings will
step down from the streaming
service’s board of directors in
June when his term expires,
the company said on
Thursday.

Hastings plans to focus on
philanthropy and other pur-
suits.

Hastings had served as
Netflix’s CEO for more than 20
years until 2023 after taking
over the role from his friend
and fellow company co-found-
er Marc Randolph in the late
1990s.

“My real contribution at
Netflix wasn’t a single deci-
sion; it was a focus on member
joy, building a culture that
others could inherit and
improve, and building a com-
pany that could be both
beloved by members and wild-
ly successful for generations
to come,” he said in a state-
ment.

®Hastings had served as
Netflix's CEO for over 20
years until 2023 after tak-
ing over the role from his
friend and fellow compa-
ny co-founder Marc
Randolph in the late

The company announced
Hastings’ departure along

Vedanta’s claim of highest
bidder false, says Jaypee

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Senior Advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, representing
the Resolution Professional
(RP) of Jaypee Associates, told
the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
that a “false and sensational
narrative” is being created
around Vedanta’s claim of
being the highest financial
bidder in the insolvency reso-
lution process.

Singhvi argued claims sug-
gesting Vedanta was initially
declared the highest bidder
and later displaced are
unfounded and unsupported
by the record.

He clarified that an email
from the RP to all resolution
applicants, including Vedanta,
was procedural, merely out-
lining that proposals would be
evaluated holistically after the
challenge process, and only
disclosed net present value

Women financially active, lack tailored advice: HSBC

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Women are actively engaged
in managing their finances
but face gaps in tailored finan-
cial guidance. According to a
study report by HSBC, life-
stage-based advisory solutions
are needed. The report finds
that women are intentional
about wealth management,
with nearly half of affluent

women taking finances seri-
ously by their 20s.

The study was conducted to
understand how women, par-
ticularly affluent women,
engage with financial plan-
ning and how existing finan-
cial systems and advisory
models meet their evolving
needs.

“Nearly half of affluent
women surveyed began taking

NET WORTH OF USD 92.6B

finances seriously in their 20s
or earlier. Despite this engage-
ment, our research reveals
another striking truth: fewer
than half of affluent women
feel supported by their finan-
cial institution or advisor.
This disconnect is what we
call the Fluency Gap,” the
report says.

The report emphasises that
financial fluency requires

flexible, life-stage-based plan-
ning. Static advice often fails
to account for evolving needs
such as career shifts, caregiv-
ing responsibilities, and lon-
ger life expectancies.

It also notes that women’s
financial priorities evolve
over time—from saving
early on to retirement, care-
giving, and wealth transfer
later.

Adani overtakes Ambani to become Asia’s richest

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Tycoon Gautam Adani has
overtaken fellow Gujarat
business czar Mukesh
Ambani to become Asia’s
richest person, as a sus-
tained rally in shares of his
ports-to-energy conglomer-
ate lifted his net worth.

With a net worth of USD
92.6 billion, Adani surpassed
Ambani, whose fortune
stands at USD 90.8 billion,
according to the latest bil-
lionaire rankings.

Adani, founder of his epon-
ymous group, oversees
India’s largest private sea-
port network, is the coun-
try’s biggest renewable ener-
gy producer and private air-

port operator, and ranks
among the world’s largest
coal traders.

He is currently ranked No.
19 on the Bloomberg
Billionaires Index, which
tracks the world’s 500 richest
individuals and is updated

daily.

Adani’s wealth is largely
derived from his sharehold-
ings across the group’s 10
listed companies. A recent
surge in Adani Group stocks
has added billions of dollars
in market value, underscor-

ing strong investor appetite
for assets linked to India’s
economic expansion and
energy transition.

By contrast, Ambani’s
wealth, anchored by his flag-
ship conglomerate Reliance
Industries that spans energy,
telecom and retail, has seen
comparatively modest gains.

Topping the billionaire
ranking is Elon Musk, the
chief executive of Tesla and
rocket manufacturer SpaceX.
His networth of USD 656 bil-
lion is more than double of
his closest rival, Larry Page,
co-founder of Alphabet. Page
is worth USD 286 billion.

Adani and Ambani are the
only Indians to make it to the
top 50.

(NPV) figures without declar-
ing Vedanta as the highest
bidder.

Singhvi described the allega-
tion as a “misreading of the
record,” emphasising that the
email was routine and did not
confer any “highest bidder”
status.

He accused Vedanta of selec-
tively presenting documents
to create a misleading impres-
sion, noting that a key email
was marked to all stakehold-
ers, not just Vedanta.

Singhvi stressed that the
evaluation was based on mul-
tiple criteria, and post-dead-
line proposals.

with its quarterly results on 17
April, its first earnings report
since walking away from its
offer to buy Warner Bros.
Discovery’s studio and stream-
ing business in February.

Netflix shares fell nearly 9
per cent to USD 98.32 in after-
hours trading after the compa-
ny’s outlook disappointed
investors despite strong quar-
terly results.

‘Dlgltal ad market
to double to
USD 22B hy 2030’

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

The Indian digital advertising
market is projected to double
by 2030, reaching up to USD 22
billion, according to a report
by market research firm
Redseer Consulting.

The report states that digital
ad spend growth is surpassing
the broader economy, account-
ing for 70-75 per cent of global
ad spend in 2025, and expand-
ing at 3-5 times the pace of
global real GDP.

Redseer senior consultant
Madhav Gulati told PTI that
India’s digital ad market, cur-
rently at USD 11 billion in
2025, is expected to grow at
10-15 per cent CAGR, reaching
USD 19-22 billion by 2030.

Geographically, the US holds
around 46 per cent of global
digital ad spend, followed by
China at 24 per cent, while
India’s share is about 1 per
cent.

The report highlights that
mobile dominates digital
advertising, accounting for
over 65 per cent, with in-app
ads comprising 80-85 per cent
in the US.

Farmers allege substandard
bitter gourd seeds; FIR filed

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Farmers from Madhya
Pradesh’s Dhar and Khargone
districts met Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in Delhi on Friday
and alleged heavy losses in
their bitter gourd crop due to
substandard seeds and seed-
lings.

Following their complaint,
officials were directed to
ensure compensation for the
affected farmers and take
strict legal action. An FIR was
registered at Manawar Police
Station in Dhar against
Hyderabad-based Nunhems
India Pvt Ltd and an investiga-
tion has begun.

The farmers had reportedly
bought seeds and seedlings
from nurseries and agricultur-

al service centres in November
2025, but the crop failed to per-
form as expected. The fruits
allegedly shrank, turned yel-
low and fell off, leading to
major losses.

Agricultural scientists and
department officials found
that substandard seeds and
seedlings were sold to farmers
under the pretext of being cer-
tified,

Chouhan said it was about
the loss of farmers’ trust, hard
work and capital.
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COOL CALM BEFORE THE HEATWAVE

Cattle graze by a lakeside in Bengaluru as egrets forage alongside them in
the early morning hours, before the heat intensifies through the day. The
birds, known for feeding on fish, frogs and insects using a still-hunting
technique, were seen taking advantage of the cooler conditions. The scene
comes as the City reels under an early-summer heatwave, with
temperatures rising above normal. The India Meteorological Department
has issued a heatwave warning, with the Bengaluru District Disaster
Management Authority cautioning residents about staying indoors as
maximum temperatures hover around 35°C

Has Pak outplayed India
in US-Iran war diplomacy?

he US-Israel war with

I Iran has resulted in

mounting fuel shortages

in India, its rupee currency is

under pressure, and millions

of Indians working in the Gulf

are watching events unfold
with growing anxiety.

However, one month into the
war, it is Pakistan, not India,
that is positioning itself as a
mediator.

Pakistani Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar said earlier this
week that Islamabad will soon
host talks between the US and
Iran, although neither
Washington nor Tehran have
yet confirmed Pakistan’s dip-
lomatic role.

By contrast, India has stuck
to measured messaging. It has
kept its head down and urged
restraint, working quiet chan-
nels and prioritizing energy
security and the safety of its
diaspora.

OPPOSITION TURNS UP
THE HEAT ON MODI
However, the government’s
stance has also been criticized
by the opposition.

Rahul Gandhi, leader of
India’s opposition Congress
party, called New Delhi’s for-
eign policy under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi a
“universal joke.”

Congress lawmaker Jairam
Ramesh also criticized Modi’s
policies.

He posted on X that, follow-
ing India’s “undoubted mili-
tary successes” in its action
against Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor in May
2025, “Pakistan’s diplomatic
engagement and narrative
management has been mark-
edly superior to that of the
Modi government.”

Experts point out that inter-
nationally, Islamabad’s role
gives it immediate visibility
and relevance, particularly in
Washington, by positioning
itself as a useful conduit at a
time of high tension.

INDIA MAINTAINS MID-
DLE GROUND

Shanthie Mariet D’Souza,
President of Mantraya, an
independent research forum,
said Modi’s government has
been portraying the conflict as
a distant war that does not

LETTERS

Experts point out that mternatlonally, Islamabad’s role gives it immediate visibility and relevance, particularly in
Washington, by positioning itself as a useful conduit at a time of high tension

require intervention from
India.

“This perspective contra-
dicts earlier efforts to position
India as a potential mediator
in the Ukraine war, and also,
the enormous impact the Iran
war has already had on India’s
energy security,” D’Souza told
DW. “While this stance may
not have impacted Modi’s pop-
ularity at home, a prolonged
conflict with economic conse-
quences for India will likely
influence the government’s
approval ratings,” she said.

D’Souza added that New
Delhi’s lack of neutrality lim-
its its ability to act as a media-
tor and undercuts its claim of
strategic autonomy.

Harsh Pant, head of the stra-
tegic studies program at the
Observer Research
Foundation (ORF), a New
Delhi think tank, said much
will depend on how long the
war lasts.

“If the crisis continues, if the
pressure on India grows, and if
the government cannot handle
that domestically, then there
will be an effect on the Modi
government,” he told DW.
“India’s initial response
showed solidarity with those
Arab states, where relations
have been growing and are
very serious. India must pro-
tect its equity there,” he added.

INDIA DOESN’T SEEK
MEDIATOR ROLE
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar has said that India
would not act as a “go-be-
tween” like Pakistan in the
ongoing US-Israel war with
Iran.

Jaishankar’s comments
counter suggestions that
India should emulate
Pakistan’s role, underlining
that New Delhi sees itself as
pursuing an independent for-
eign policy and not acting as a
middleman in conflicts driv-
en by others.

Modi stated that while the
West Asia war and Strait of
Hormuz disruptions pose a
“worrisome” challenge to
energy security, the govern-
ment is ensuring stable
domestic supplies by utilizing
strategic reserves, diversify-
ing imports across 41 coun-
tries, and engaging in diplo-
matic de-escalation efforts.

Ajay Bisaria, a former high
commissioner to Pakistan,
said India faces no immediate
domestic political fallout, but
policy experts worry the
country appears overly cau-
tious and is not actively influ-
encing events, especially
compared to Pakistan’s more
assertive approach.

“Among strategic and policy
circles, there is a quiet recog-
nition that India is not shap-
ing outcomes in a region

where it has significant
stakes,” Bisaria told DW.
“The contrast with

Pakistan’s visible role as a
go-between may raise ques-

tions about whether New
Delhi is being overly cautious
at a moment of geopolitical
flux.”

PAKISTAN’S WINDOW
AS A BROKER

Yet, Bisaria stressed that
Pakistan’s role should not be
overstated.

“Pakistan’s utility lies in
tactical facilitation. India’s
strength lies in its balance,
multi-alignment, and long-
term strategic autonomy. The
challenge for New Delhi is to
convert this posture into visi-
ble influence when the diplo-
matic window opens,” he
added.

“It is acting as a conduit, not
a power broker. This is con-
sistent with past patterns.
Islamabad has historically
facilitated US backchannel
diplomacy, from the opening
to China in 1971 to the Iran
hostage crisis in 1981,” said
Bisaria.

According to the former dip-
lomat, what Pakistan gains is
visibility and relevance in
Washington at a time when
India has been sitting on the
sidelines.

“That may translate into
short-term diplomatic lever-
age or goodwill. But structur-
ally, the balance with India
remains unchanged. India’s
global weight, economic, stra-
tegic, and diplomatic far
exceeds that of Pakistan’s,”

he added.

China turns to social
media, AI to mock US

hina’s once rigid and

dogmatic state mes-

saging is undergoing a
striking transformation.
Having largely brought its
domestic internet under
control through tight cen-
sorship, Beijing is now har-
nessing social media and
artificial intelligence to
project its narrative global-
ly, often with a sharp edge
aimed at the United States
and its leadership.

A recent example is a
five-minute Al-generated
animation styled after clas-
sic martial arts films.
Produced by state media,
the video presents an alle-
gorical take on the conflict
in Iran. A white eagle, sym-
bolising the US, appears in
regal attire, unleashing an
ominous laugh Dbefore
attacking a group of Persian
cats dressed in black cloaks,
representing Iranians. The
cats, mourning the loss of
their leader, vow revenge
and block a vital trade
route. Rich in metaphor, the
animation blends themes of
injustice, retaliation and
strategic wisdom.

The short is part of a grow-
ing series of Al-generated
content used by Chinese
state outlets to portray the
US as a global aggressor.
These productions have
also targeted policies associ-
ated with Donald Trump,
including his past remarks
on Greenland and ambi-
tions for American domi-
nance in the Western
Hemisphere. Similar tactics
are being adopted by pro-
Iran groups, which are
deploying polished
Al-generated memes to
mock both the US and
Trump.

This shift reflects a broad-
er push led by Xi Jinping to
strengthen China’s global
communication capabili-
ties. For years, Xi has
emphasised the need for
Beijing to better shape
international discourse,
counter what it sees as
biased Western narratives,
and assert a stronger voice
in global affairs.

At the same time, the
United States is increasing-
ly alert to the influence of
such campaigns. Recent
State Department cables
have warned that foreign
digital messaging, particu-
larly from state-controlled
media, poses a direct threat
to US national security and
risks fuelling anti-Ameri-
can sentiment worldwide.
The intensifying exchange
signals a deepening global
information war.

Experts say the use of
Al-driven “infotainment”
marks a significant evolu-
tion in China’s strategy. Shi
Anbin, a professor at
Tsinghua University, notes
that such content is espe-
cially effective in engaging
younger audiences. By com-
bining entertainment with

political messaging, it

cuw.“"

In the video, a white eagle symbolising the US attacks Persian cats

representing Iranians

@ China’s once rigid and dogmatic state messaging
is undergoing a striking transformation. Having
largely brought its domestic internet under control
through tight censorship, Beijing is now harness-
ing social media and artificial intelligence to proj-
ect its narrative globally, often with a sharp edge
aimed at the United States and its leadership.
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makes complex geopolitical
issues more accessible and
appealing to Gen Z viewers.

The Iran-themed anima-
tion, released by China
Central Television on social
media, has proven particu-
larly successful. It quickly
went viral within China,
drawing praise for simplify-
ing a complicated interna-
tional conflict into a com-
pelling narrative. Its reach
expanded further when an
English-subtitled version
surfaced on X, attracting
over a million views within
days. Andrew Chubb, a
senior lecturer at Lancaster
University who studies
political propaganda,
observed that the video
blurs traditional boundar-
ies. Rather than overt pro-
paganda, it resembles a
stylised historical drama, a
format that may make it
more persuasive and less
immediately recognisable
as state messaging.

This approach marks a
clear departure from
China’s earlier communica-
tion style. For decades, offi-
cial messaging was charac-
terised by dense rhetoric,
slogan-heavy speeches and
rigid ideological instruc-
tion. Party newspapers
often carried formulaic
praise of China’s achieve-
ments while condemning
Western influence. Many
students and junior officials
found such materials dry
and disengaging.

As younger audiences
began to tune out, Beijing
adapted. Authorities have
increasingly embraced
informal online language,
repackaging party history
in more relatable forms.
Rap music has been used to

celebrate political mile-
stones, while popular actors
and singers are recruited to
star in patriotic films. Even
anti-corruption television
dramas have been reimag-
ined with gripping sto-
rylines and high production
values. State media are now
actively  experimenting
with digital-first formats.
According to Wang Zichen
of the Centre for China &
Globalisation, the goal is to
make messaging both
engaging and effective.
Whether through short vid-
eos, animations or
Al-generated content, the
emphasis is on resonance
rather than rigidity.

Alongside content innova-
tion, China has also expand-
ed its distribution networks.
The government has invest-
ed heavily in building a vast
“matrix” of social media
accounts spanning plat-
forms such as X and
Facebook. These accounts
are operated by diplomats,
state media outlets, influ-
encers and, in some cases,
automated bots, all working
to amplify Beijing’s pre-
ferred narratives.

Recent campaigns illus-
trate the breadth of this
effort. In February, Xinhua
released an Al-generated
music video mocking US
interest in Greenland, fea-
turing a militarised bald
eagle singing about acquir-
ing whatever it desires. The
following month, after a
US-led summit on regional
security, another video
depicted the eagle imprison-
ing smaller birds under the
guise of protection, with the
line: “Sometimes, security
comes with a little control.”

write to us at growingindia.co.in@gmail.com

Shrinking space forces parties to defy convention of ‘unopposed’ bypolls

The long-standing conven-
tion of not contesting
by-elections in constitu-
encies following the death of
sitting legislators is steadily
losing relevance in
Maharashtra, as electoral
compulsions increasingly out-
weigh sentiment and legacy.

An analysis of bypoll trends
over the past decade shows
that more than three-fourths
of such vacancies have led to
contests, underlining the
intensity of political competi-
tion in an increasingly frag-
mented landscape.

Traditionally, political par-
ties in the state refrained from
fielding candidates against the
kin of deceased legislators as a
mark of respect, allowing
them a smooth entry into elec-
toral politics. This informal
understanding was once seen
as an integral part of
Maharashtra’s political cul-
ture. Today, however, it
appears to be the exception
rather than the rule.

The upcoming Baramati
assembly by-election, necessi-
tated by the demise of NCP
stalwart and then Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, is a
rare instance where the older
norm briefly resurfaced. A
contest had seemed likely, but
did not materialise after the
Congress withdrew its candi-
date at the last moment. His
wife, Deputy Chief Minister

Sunetra Pawar, is now the
main contender although a
few Independents remain in
the fray for the April 23 bypoll.

In contrast, several recent
by-elections have seen intense
contests. The Kasba Peth
bypoll in 2023, held after the
death of BJP MLA Girish
Bapat, turned into a high-
stakes battle. It was ultimately
won by Ravindra Dhangekar
of the Congress.

Similarly, the Chinchwad
bypoll witnessed a multi-cor-
nered fight despite the BJP
fielding Ashwini Jagtap,
widow of the late MLA
Laxman Jagtap. The undivid-
ed NCP also entered the fray,
but its candidate Vitthal Alias
Nana Krushnaji Kate lost the
contest.

The Andheri East bypoll in
2022 briefly revived the tradi-
tion. Following public appeals,
the BJP withdrew its candi-
date, effectively giving a walk-
over to Rutuja Latke of Shiv
Sena (UBT), the wife of the late
MLA Ramesh Latke.

Such gestures, however, are
becoming increasingly rare.
Since 2014, more than 15
by-elections in Maharashtra,
across both the Assembly and
Lok Sabha, have been necessi-
tated by the death of sitting
members. Only a handful
resulted in unopposed out-
comes, indicating the declin-
ing relevance of the informal
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Baramati bypoll, triggered by Ajit Pawar’s death, saw Congress withdraw its candidate, leaving Pawar’s wife

Sunetra Pawar as the main contender with a few Independents in the fray

no-contest understanding.

In constituencies such as
Kolhapur North, Pandharpur
and Bandra East, parties have
defied convention and fielded
candidates, prioritising elec-
toral arithmetic and organisa-
tional strength. The Kolhapur
North bypoll in 2022 saw an
intense contest between the
Congress and the BJP. A simi-
lar battle unfolded in Deglur

in 2021, where the son of late
Congress MLA Raosaheb
Antapurkar retained the seat
by defeating his BJP challeng-
er.

In Pandharpur the same
year, the BJP wrested the seat
from the undivided NCP, sig-
nalling a clear departure from
sentiment-driven  politics.
Earlier, in the 2015 Bandra
East bypoll, the Congress

fielded former chief minister
Narayan Rane, but he lost to
Trupti Sawant, wife of the late
Shiv Sena MLA Prakash
Sawant.

Political observers attribute
this shift to the rising impor-
tance of legislative numbers
and the fragile nature of coali-
tion politics in the state. With
each seat capable of influenc-
ing government stability, par-

ties are increasingly unwill-
ing to concede ground, even in
sensitive circumstances.

The convention now sur-
vives only in exceptional
cases, typically involving
leaders with cross-party good-
will or where contesting may
trigger public backlash.

A few instances still reflect
adherence to the older prac-
tice. In Baramati, the likely
walkover for Sunetra Pawar
follows the Congress decision
to withdraw as a tribute to
Ajit Pawar. In Andheri East,
Rutuja Latke’s unopposed vic-
tory came after the BJP with-
drew its nominee Murji Patel.

Earlier examples include the
2018 Palus-Kadegaon bypoll,
where Vishwajit Kadam of the
Congress won after the BJP
candidate stepped aside to
honour his father Patangrao
Kadam. Following the death of
former state home minister R
R Patil, his wife Suman Patil
won the Tasgaon seat without
a major contest.

In 2014, Pritam Munde of the
BJP secured a comfortable
victory from Beed after the
NCP chose not to field a candi-
date following the death of her
father, senior leader Gopinath
Munde.

However, political interests
or lack of consensus have led
to full-fledged contests in sev-
eral constituencies, including
Bhokar in 2024, Deglur and

Pandharpur in 2021, and
Bandra East in 2015.

Congress leader Ratnakar
Mahajan said that sentiment
continues to influence politi-
cal thinking, though not
always decisively. Senior jour-
nalist Prakash Akolkar
argued that fielding relatives
of deceased legislators often
serves political interests rath-
er than honouring legacy. He
questioned why there is no
discussion of an unopposed
election in Rahuri despite a
by-election being necessitated
by the death of a sitting mem-
ber.

BJP leader Keshav Upadhye
said demands for unopposed
elections usually arise from
public sentiment attached to
popular leaders who repre-
sented their constituencies
until their death.

An analyst noted that calling
for unopposed elections is gen-
erally inconsistent with demo-
cratic principles, except in
rare and exceptional circum-
stances.

As Maharashtra’s political
landscape evolves, the balance
between tradition and elector-
al strategy has shifted deci-
sively. The era of uncontested
by-elections appears to be fad-
ing, replaced by a more com-
petitive and pragmatic
approach that reflects the real-
ities of contemporary
politics.
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Aditr Rao

wishes Happy birthday to her
[ J

‘manicorn’
Siddharth

as he turns a year older

ctress Aditi Rao Hydari wished Happy

birthday to her ‘manicorn’, husband Sid-

dharth, as he turned a year older on Friday.

Treating the netizens with some unseen

andid photos of the birthday boy on her

official Instagram handle, the ‘Heeramandi’ actress

wished Siddharth using the following words, “Happy

birthday to the boy who holds the sun in his hands
and makes it shine on me! (sic)”

Aditi added, “More power to you your dreams and
to us my manicorn @worldofsiddharth”, followed by
red heart and evil eye emojis.

Coming to their love saga, Aditi and Siddharth first
met during the shoot of their 2021 Telugu film “Maha
Samudram”. If the reports are to be believed, their
on-screen chemistry ended up translating into real
life, and the two formed a close bond.

) After fueling the dating rumors with their public
A ' | appearances for some time, Aditi and Siddharth

ctress Alia Bhatt could not
help but shower her sister,
Shaheen Bhatt, with love
and affection as she an-
ounced her engagement
to beau Ishaan Mehra on Friday with
a special social media post. Taking to
her official Instagram handle, Shaheen
dropped a string of photos with Ishaan,
where she was happily seen flaunting
her stunning engagement ring. The post,
which included some more lovey-dovey
photos of the newly engaged couple, was
captioned “We may have overdone this /
whole liking each other thing”. {1
Reacting to the post, an emotional
Alia penned in the comment section,
“Spamming you with my love (sic)”.
Alia also reshared Shaheen’s post
on her Insta Stories and penned,
“Currently weeping”.
Additionally, the ‘Raazi’ actress
also flooded the comment section
with several red heart emoticons.
Several others also took the
opportunity to wish the happy
couple. Alia and Shaheen’s moth-
er, Soni Razdan, commented,
“Congratulations my darlings
pieces of my (heart emojis)”.
Alia’s mother-in-law, ac-
tress Neetu Kapoor, wrote,
“Congratulationsssss love
and blessings (heart and

Spams

SEWEER
with

as her
sister,getsy
engagedss

finally tied the knot on September 16, 2024, in
a traditional South Indian wedding in a his-
toric 400-year-old temple in Wanaparthy,
Telangana.
The lovebirds never shy away from ad-
| miring one another on social media.
' In October last year, Siddharth compiled
a beautiful poem for his ladylove on her
birthday.
Posting a set of rare pictures of Aditi, the
‘Rang De Basanti’ actor wrote on his IG,
“My love was born today (red heart emoji)
In every second of every day
I feel you in my being.
Wherever I go you go with me.
My best friend, my greatest strength
I am because you make me want to be.
Thank you for being born. Thank
you for this life.

\

bad omen emojis)”.
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Tamannaah A reimagined Forest Hill Resort-

FHR. aims to usher m era of
erness lifestyle’

relives her childhood moment
inthe middle of the night

ollywood actress Tamannaah Bhatia shared

a glimpse of her late-night routine, reveal-

ing how painting her nails in the middle of

the night still reminds her of her childhood

days. Tamannaah took to her Instagram
stories at 3.02 AM, where she shared a glimpse of her
freshly painted nails.

Adding the time, the actress wrote: “Me painting my
nails in the middle of the night is basically me from my
childhood.” The actress was recently seen in O’Romeo,
a romantic action thriller directed by Vishal Bhardwa;.
The film is based on the book Mafia Queens of Mumbai
by Hussain Zaidi. The film stars Shahid Kapoor, Triptii
Dimri, Nana Patekar, Avinash Tiwary, Tamannaah Bhatia,
Disha Patani and Farida Jalal, with Vikrant Massey in
a special appearance.

The actress will next be seen in Vvan - Force of the
Forrest with actor Sidharth Malhotra. The film is set to
explore the cultural folklore genre.

‘Vvan’is written by Arunabh Kumar, directed by Deepak
Mishra and Arunabh Kumar, with DOP and Visual Director
Manu Anand; and produced by Shobha Kapoor, Ektaa R
Kapoor, Arunabh Kumar and Niraj Kothari. ‘Vvan’is set
to release in theatres this year.

‘Tuxury

wil
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n a massive boost to an eco-

friendly luxury experiential

lifestyle & refined hospitality,

the iconic Forest Hill Resort

(FHR), nestled in the pristine
Shivalik foothills and adjacent to the
sprawling Sukhna Wildlife Sanctuary,
has unveiled a bold new vision that
redefines luxury wilderness hospital-
ity in North India.

FHR has re-invented itself, and
launched its all-new Club House,
marking a key milestone in the re-
sort’s transformation into a luxury
eco-tourism destination in the wilder-
ness. On the side-lines of the launch,
Senior Director, Devinder Sandhu,
along with Karan Datta, General
Manager; Chef Amardeep Singh
and Chef Arshi Naeem, interacted
with the media, sharing insights into
FHR’s vision, the concept behind the
new clubhouse & more.

Devinder Sandhu, said, “Luxury
today is about authenticity, space and
connection with nature. At Forest
Hill Resort, we are not just offering
a destination; we are creating a way
of life that integrates sustainability,
wellness, and refined hospitality.
The all-new clubhouse, features a
striking glass structure with a clear
roof, private dining spaces, and the
elegant outdoor venue ‘Le Jardin’.

“Our kitchen is aptly named The

Vana and the menu has been crafted
as ajourney of flavours — from com-
forting estate-style dishes to globally
inspired plates,” said Chef Amardeep.
“At The Vana, we wanted every dish to
feel both nostalgic and elevated. From
indulgent signatures like Kashmiri Ro-
gan Josh to desserts like the Valrhona
Chocolate Fondant and our Flamed
Vanilla Mille-Feuille, each element
is designed to create a memorable,
immersive dining experience,” added
Chef Arshi. The resort offers a
refined multi-cuisine programme
spanning Indian, Continental,
Pan-Asian, and Oriental dishes,
crafted using fresh ingredients sourced
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directly from FHR farms.

According to Sandhu, the resort
is in advanced talks with leading
international hospitality brands
to introduce premium branded
residences, bringing global service
standards and enhanced asset ap-
preciation.

The resort will have twin heli-
pads too for charter heli-services.
Spread across 2,000 acres of lush
greenery and bordered by 10,000
acres of protected forest, the resort
is all set to establish new benchmarks
by seamlessly integrating nature,
sustainability, and curated luxury
experiences.
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. Thank you for the strength, my
. Queen,

\ Thank you my gifted, blessed,
- beautiful wife.”

He concluded the post by

roclaiming his love for his
beautiful better half.
“Happy Birthday Adu.
I love you (red heart
' emoji),” added Sid-
dharth.

Patral

slams social
for body-sh
delivere

ctress-producer

Patralekhaa has

slammed social

media pages for

ody shaming

her, saying that she has

recently given birth while

simultaneously working on

two films. She also urged

them to show empathy and

kindness instead of passing

judgment. The actress took to

her Instagram stories section

to call out the harsh scrutiny.

She stressed that her body’s

changes are a natural part of
pregnancy.

The actress wrote: “Pap
pages! What's happened to
me!? is that I have just given
birth!” Giving a sharp answer,
she added that she has not “sat
and eaten a mountain”.

“Yes, I have gained the
weight, which seems like
an unnatural phenomenon
to you all. T have not sat
and eaten a mountain, I
just delivered a baby and
produced two films simul-

ekhaa

media pages
aming: | just
d a baby

taneously which are not
easy jobs,” said Patralekhaa,
who is married to actor Ra-
jkummar Rao. The actress,
whose maiden production
is “Toaster”, concluded: “If
I could I would not be this
way. But that’s how my body
has reacted to pregnancy.
For God’s sake please learn
to be a little kind.”

It was on November 15,
last year when Rajkum-
mar and Patralekhaa em-
braced parenthood for the
first time. They shared the
news of the arrival of their
baby girl, whom they have
named Parvati Paul Rao.

Rajkummar first laid eyes
on Patralekhaa in an advertise-
ment. At first glance itself, he
found her to be really cute and
wished to meet her someday.
Finally, the two met as they
shot for Hansal Mehta’s 2014
drama “CityLights”. During
the filming, Rajkummar and
Patralekhaa ended up falling
for one another.
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RCB eye victory over
inconsistent Delhi

Focus has largely remained on Virat Kohli

BENGALURU, 17 APRIL

Almost a month into IPL 2026, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru have
evolved into the most complete unit
in the competition, and they will be
eager to strengthen their hold on
this tag when they face the strug-
gling Delhi Capitals here on
Saturday.

Focus has largely remained on
Virat Kohli, and the batting tal-
isman has not disappointed
his fans either, holding the
Orange Cap for the time
being.

But even Kohli would
acknowledge that the RCB
batting no longer solely
depends on him.

Skipper Rajat Patidar, Devdutt
Padikkal, Phil Salt, and Tim David
have all left their indelible marks on
RCB’s victories this season with
buccaneering batting efforts, and
they will be eager for an encore
against DC. Patidar, in particular,
has been impressive with his awe-
some six-hitting spree, leading the
chart with 21 maximums from five
matches and three ahead of the
marauding Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
of Rajasthan Royals. These efforts
have probably freed up Kohli to pur-
sue his craft, calm in the knowledge
that there are more shoulders to
carry the side’s batting.

the table with four points looks like
an exaggeration at this point.
Young batter Sameer Rizvi alone
has shown some stomach for a fight,
scoring two half-centuries, and
those general failures have aptly
reflected in their defeats in the last
two matches. In fact, their two wins
this season have come
against the Mumbai 4
Indians and Kolkata £
Knight Riders, both #s
of whom have |
been struggling §
more than DC. | °
Skipper )
Axar Patel, |2
too, has been a "ju. g
big letdown this
season, managing
just three wickets

Similarly, inconsistency plagues
them in bowling too. Star left-arm
wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav looks
totally out of sorts, having taken
just three wickets after leaking
nearly 10 runs an over, while pacers
Mukesh Kumar and T Natarajan’s
good moments have been few and
far between. It will be a tough job for
them to contain RCB’s batting line-
up, which is currently firing from
all cylinders. RCB also has a
capable bowling unit under
Australian quick Josh

Hazlewood. They have found the
e perfect line and length to be
’:3 /‘ effective at the Chinnaswamy.

o/ Vice-captain Jitesh Sharma

hinted as much. “I think this year
we are very smart about the wicket,
we are adjusting to the wicket, we

SRH face resurgent CSK
in key mid-table battle

Hinge and Husain will look to put pressure on CSK

and as many runs
—

& vious

are tactically working, and
Ithink that’s why we are
winning all the games
at home. I think that
shows that we are
working smartly and
efficiently,” Jitesh
5 said after the pre-

against Lucknow

Super Giants here.

The match starts
at 3.30 pm.

HYDERABAD, 17 APRIL

Having unleashed two exciting pace
prospects in Praful Hinge and Sakib
Husain, a balanced Sunrisers
Hyderabad will head into their IPL
match against Chennai Super Kings
with renewed confidence, here on
Saturday.

Drafted in place of seasoned cam-
paigners Harshal Patel and Jaydev
Unadkat, the uncapped duo made an
immediate impact, reducing Rajasthan
Royals to 9 for 5 inside the first three
overs, pushing them to their first loss
of the season. The 24-year-old Vidarbha

pacer Hinge has been the standout
bowler after dismantling the Royals’
top-order consisting of Dhruv Jurel,
Lhuan-dre Pretorius, and skipper
Riyan Parag in his fiery first two
overs. He finished with 4/34.

Using clever variations in the middle
overs, Husain also returned with four
wickets as Rajasthan were bowled out
for 159 while chasing 216. The emer-
gence of the young duo has lifted
SRH’s pace attack, which had been a
concern early in the season, and
brought better balance to a side other-
wise loaded with batting firepower in
Abhishek Sharma, Travis Head, Ishan

Kishan, and Heinrich Klaasen. Fresh
from their breakout performances,
Hinge and Husain will look to pile
more pressure on CSK skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad, who has struggled for runs
this season. His highest so far is 28
across five innings. However, there is
some relief for CSK with Sanju

: Samson rediscovering
his T20 World Cup
form, smashing an

L unbeaten century
against Delhi
Capitals, and fol-

lowmg it up with a
y 48 in their win over

In contrast, the Capitals are still
capable
shoulders to scaffold

searching for

their batting.

Tristan

been

.. and even

Australla to tour
Pak in May-June
for ODI series

KARACH]I, 17 APRIL

The Australian cricket

team is set to tour Pakistan
in late May to play a three-
match ODI series in Lahore
and Rawalpindi, PCB sourc-
es said on Friday. The series
is part of the agreement
between Cricket Australia
(CA) and the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), under
which the Australian T20
side visited the country
before the T20 World Cup
and played three matches in
Lahore. The details of the
tour are being finalised with
Cricket Australia, but the
matches will tentatively be
held between 30 May and 5
June. The source added that
the Australian team will fly
from Pakistan to Bangladesh
to play an ODI series on 9
June. Australia eventually
didn’t fare well in the World
Cup.

Shubhankar Sharma
wins inaugural
Boulders Classic

HYDERABAD, 17 APRIL

Two-time European Tour
winner Shubhankar Sharma
delivered a dominating per-

formance to win the inau-
gural Boulders Classic here
on Friday. Making a highly
anticipated return to the DP

World PGTI circuit for his

first domestic event since
December 2021, Shubhankar,

also a two-time Asian Tour
winner, took control early
with back-to-back six-under
66s to open up a two-shot
lead at the halfway stage.
The 29-year-old then all but
sealed the contest on Day 3
with a mammoth seven-shot
lead heading into the final
day. He carded an eight-un-
der 64, a round featuring
nine birdies and just one
bogey, which also equalled
the course record. He main-
tained his aggressive yet
controlled approach during
Friday’s final round to com-
fortably close out the cham-
pionship.

They have some
experienced batters

Stubbs,
David Miller, and
Nitish Rana, but
none of them have
consis-
tent so far,

fifth place on

Uber Cup 2026: Treesa-Gayatri

a

Skipper Hardik Pandya did not mince
his words after the Mumbai Indians
crashed to their fourth successive
defeat in IPL 2026, warning about

taking a few “difficult calls” and
reminding his misfiring teammates
of the need to take

“ownership” of the
team’s poor outings.
In their latest

pair ruled out due to injury

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand, India’s top wom-
en’s doubles pair, will not be
participating at the upcoming
Uber Cup Finals, the
Badminton Association of
India (BAI) announced on
Friday.

The duo, No. 30 in the latest
BWF Rankings, has been out
of action since Treesa sus-
tained a shoulder injury
during the first round at last
month’s Swiss Open. Treesa
and Gayatri were ready to
compete at the Badminton
Asia Championships, but
unfortunately, the former got
injured again.

“Treesa sadly twisted her
ankle just 2-3 days before leav-
ing for the Badminton Asia
Championships. It was an
accident during training -- she
stepped on her partner’s foot,”
India’s doubles coach B
Sumeeth Reddy told PTI. “She
is resting now and will under-
go rehabilitation. It is not a
major injury, and she should
recover in about four weeks.

e

Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand have been out of action since the for-
mer sustained an injury during last month’s Swiss Open

She will look to return at the
Singapore Open at the end of
May,” he added.

BAI has named Shruti
Mishra and Priya
Konjengbam, the pair current-
ly ranked 48th, as their
replacements for the women’s
competition set to be held in
Horsens, Denmark, from April
24 to May 3. Kavipriya Selvam
and Simran Singhi form the

other doubles pair.

The squad, led by double
Olympic medallist P. V.
Sindhu, features in-form
youngsters Unnati Hooda,
Tanvi Sharma, Devika Sihag,
and Isharani Baruah as other
options for singles.
Additionally, the team also
has Tanisha Crasto due to her
experience across doubles for-
mats.

We need to take some tough calls: Ml skipper Hardik Pandya after 4th successive defeat

debacle, the five-time champions lost to Punjab Kings
by seven wickets and are now languishing ninth on the
table with just two points. “To be very honest, | don’t
have much to say right now. | think we really need to
go back to the drawing board and see where we are
lacking. Is it individuals? Is it as a group? Is it
planning? We’'ll just figure it out and see what we can
do next,” said Pandya after another morale-shattering
loss on Thursday night. Indirectly, Pandya might have
been hinting at the faltering show of Ml seniors like

of 20, 0,14,1,and 8.

Suryakumar Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah, and Tilak Varma.
“No, | think we need to see, do we need to make
some difficult calls, or do we need to keep
continuing and hope that we’ll turn things around. iy
These are some harsh questions which eventually
we need to answer, and yeah, ownership has to
be taken,” he said. Suryakumar has scored a
fifty, but his other scores have been 16, 6, 33,
and 0, and Tilak Varma has a modest sequence

Kolkata Knight
Riders. Match
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NRAI aims to introduce

7.5 lakh students to shooting

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

The National Rifle Association
of India plans to introduce
approximately 7.5 lakh school
students to the sport of shoot-
ing as part of its 75th founda-
tion anniversary celebrations,
which commenced at the
Karni Singh Range here on
Friday.

Among those present at the
occasion were double Olympic
medallist pistol shooter Manu

Bhaker, Asian Games gold
medallist Jitu Rai, NRAI
Secretary General
Pawankumar Singh,
along with other offi-
cials, coaches, and %
members of the shoot- =
ing fraternity. o
“We have year-long
celebrations planned.
We have set a target of intro-
ducing 7.5 lakh new school
students to shooting, where
we will either visit their

f\
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schools or call them to the
nearest range and make
them shoot 10-shots
each,” said Singh in a
release.
£ “We will take the
= help of the govern-
ment, the Ministry of
Sports, as well as all
the shooting academies
and local shooting clubs
across cities and districts of
the country to achieve this
goal.

BCCI FINES RR MANAGER ROMI BHINDER RS 1 LAKH

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

BCCI has fined Rajasthan
Royals team manager Romi
Bhinder Rs one lakh for PMOA
protocol breach of using his
phone in the dugout, besides
issuing a warning following
an unsatisfactory response to
the board’s showcause notice,
its secretary Devajit Saikia

told PTI on Friday. The breach
occurred during the IPL

Aston Villa breeze past Bologna into UEL semi vs Forest

LONDON, 17 APRIL

Aston Villa blew Bologna
away with a trio of first-half
goals as they roared into the
semifinals of the Europa
League with a 4-0 victory, win-
ning 7-1 on aggregate.

Unai Emery’s side cruised
into a second European semi-
final in three years to set up
an all-Premier League clash
with Nottingham Forest for a
place in the final in Istanbul.

The Villa boss is an expert in

NOVAK DJOKOVIC
PULLS OUT OF
MADRID OPEN

MADRID, 17 APRIL

Novak Djokovic has pulled out
of the Madrid Open because of
a lingering injury.

The fourth-ranked
Djokovic hasn’t
competed since
the BNP Paribas
Open in Indian
Wells. He missed
the Miami Open
because of a right
shoulder injury and
also skipped the Monte Carlo
Masters.

“Madrid, unfortunately, I
won’t be able to compete at the
Madrid Open this year,” he
wrote on Friday on his social
media accounts. “I’'m continu-
ing my recovery to be back
soon. jHasta pronto!”

this competition with four
titles to his name, and few
would bet against him adding
a fifth.

Villa brought a healthy 3-1
lead into the home leg of their
last-eight clash, and any hopes
of an Italian revival were
quickly snuffed out as the
rampant hosts ran in three
goals in the first period, start-
ing with a lovely team effort
which was rounded off by
Ollie Watkins tapping in his
100th goal for the club.

Emi Buendia put Villa 2-0
ahead on the night just 46 sec-
onds after Morgan Rogers saw
a spot Kkick saved, but the
England international made
amends for his penalty miss
by putting Villa 3-0 up before
the break with his first goal
since 7 Feb. Ezri Konsa’s sec-
ond goal of the tie wrapped up
a convincing win late on.

The visitors’ lively start was
undone by a moment of team
brilliance from Villa in the
16th minute.

NEW DELHI, 17 APRIL

Amid Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya’s push
to criminalise doping, provi-
sions advocating jail and
hefty fines for suppliers of
banned substances from the
draft anti-doping bill of 2018
are back in focus, along with
the debate and pushback it
triggered from bodies like
the Indian Olympic
Association (I0A).

Criminalisation of doping
was a major talking point at
the World Anti-Doping
Agency’s (WADA) Global
Anti-Doping Intelligence and
Investigations Network
(GAIIN) Final Conference
here on Thursday.

Aston Villa players celebrate
after scoring a goal against
Bologna in the Europa League

Sports ministry mulls criminalisation of doping

WADA President Witold
Banka reiterated that he
would always encourage gov-
ernments to criminalise dop-
ing, but only target the sup-
pliers and facilitators, like
corrupt coaches and manag-
ers, while safeguarding the

interests of the athletes.

It was less than a decade ago
when India had made prepa-
rations to criminalise doping
following recommendations
of a committee headed by
Justice (Retd) Mukul Mudgal,
the man who also investigat-

ed the 2013 IPL spot-fixing
scandal in Indian crick-
et. “..any person
who indulges in
the supply of a
prohibited sub-
stance to an ath-
lete regularly for
commercial pur-
> poses shall be
guilty of the offence of
‘trafficking’ and shall be
punished with simple impris-
onment which may extend to
one year and shall also be lia-
ble for a fine which may extend
to Rs 10 lakh,” read the draft
bill. “Any person who is part of
an organised crime syndicate
shall be punished with simple
imprisonment which may
extend to four years.

match between Rajasthan
Royals and Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in Guwahati on 10
April. The BCCI anti-corrup-
tion unit, led by Sharad
Kumar, subsequently show-
caused Bhinder, asking for an
explanation. Saikia said the
ACU found Bhinder guilty
after not being satisfied with
his response.

New Zealand beat
Bangladesh by 26
runs in first ODI

MIRPUR, 17 APRIL

New Zealand’s fast bowlers
overcame scorching heat to
produce a clinical perfor-
mance, guiding the side to a
26-run victory against
Bangladesh in the opening
game of the three-match ODI
series on Friday.

The pace trio of Blair
Tickner, Nathan Smith, and
Will O’Rourke shared eight
wickets to play a crucial role
in bowling out Bangladesh for
221 in 48.3 overs.

Electing to bat first, New
Zealand posted a challenging
247-8 on a slow wicket, riding a
patient 68 from opener Henry
Nicholls and a brisk 59 from
Dean Foxcroft.

After the early departure of
Nick Kelly, Nicholls added 73
runs with Will Young (30) to
steady the innings, defying a
superb spell by pacer Shoriful
Islam.

Shoriful, who was playing
his first ODI since December
2024 after replacing the
injured Mustafizur Rahman,
claimed 2-27 in 10 overs.
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