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IMF raises India’s
FY26 growth
forecast to 7.3%

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN
The International

Fund

growth pro-
jection for
2025-26 to 7.3 per cent, a
0.7 percentage point
increase from its October
estimate, citing bet-
ter-than-expected eco-
nomic performance. In its
World Economic Outlook
update, the IMF also
revised India’s growth
forecast for 202627 to 6.4
per cent from 6.2 per cent,
while projecting modera-
tion in subsequent years
as temporary factors fade.
India’s GDP grew 8 per
cent during April-
September 2025-26, sup-
ported by 8.2 per cent
growth in the July-
September quarter. The
economy is estimated to
expand 7.4 per cent in the
current fiscal, up from 6.5
per cent in 2024-25. The
IMF said inflation is
expected to return close
to the RBI’'S 4 per cent
target after easing in 2025
due to softer food
prices.
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NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

In a blunt message,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Monday told
his Polish counterpart
Radostaw Sikorski to dis-
play “zero-tolerance” for
terrorism and not help
“fuel” the terrorist infra-
structure in India’s neigh-
bourhood.

Jaishankar’s remarks
were apparently over the
mention of Kashmir in a
Poland-Pakistan joint state-
ment in October last year.

At a meeting with
Sikorski, who is on a three-
day official visit to India,
Jaishankar also expressed
his anguish over the unfair
and unjustified
“selective targeting” of
India over the Ukraine con-
flict, in what is seen as a

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Poland’s Deputy Prime
Minister Radoslaw Sikorski in New Delhi on Monday

Don’t fuel terror in
India’s neighbourhood:
EAM warns Poland

Poland should display zero tolerance for terrorism
and not help fuel the terrorist infrastructure
in our neighbourhood
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Rajasthan May Need Additional
Coal Capacity by 2036

Rising demand prompts review of coal power needs

JAIPUR, 19 JAN

Rajasthan, India’s leading
renewable energy-producing
state, is set to significantly
recalibrate its power strat-
egy, with official projections
indicating the need for an ad-
ditional 4,400 megawatts of
coal-fired generation capacity
by 2036 to meet rapidly ris-
ing electricity demand. The
assessment underscores the
growing challenge of balanc-
ing ambitious clean energy
goals with the requirement
for reliable, round-the-clock
power supply.

According to documents
of the Central Electricity
Authority (CEA), the revised
estimate marks a sharp in-
crease from the earlier pro-
jection of 1,900 MW of new
coal-based capacity for the
state. The upward revision re-
flects accelerating power con-
sumption driven by economic
growth, urbanisation and
industrial expansion, as well
as the practical limitations

of renewable energy sources,
which remain dependent on
weather conditions.

Even as Rajasthan contin-
ues to aggressively expand
solar and wind capacity, it
is also preparing to retire
around 1,350 MW of ageing
coal-fired plants that have
completed their operational
life. The simultaneous phase-
out of old thermal units and
rising demand has widened
the gap between generation
needs and dependable base-
load supply, prompting poli-
cymakers to reassess the role
of coal in the state’s future
energy mix.

At the national level, India
meets nearly one-third of its
electricity demand through
thermal power and has com-
mitted to achieving net-zero
emissions by 2070, alongside
expanding renewable energy
capacity to 500 gigawatts.
However, government pro-
jections indicate that overall
power demand will surge in
the coming decade, requiring

Employee’s perform cooling operations where coal is stored at the NTPC
(National Thermal Power Corporation) power plant in Solapur

a substantial increase in firm
generation capacity. Coal-
based capacity nationwide is
expected to rise by about 40%
by 2035 to ensure grid stabil-
ity.

In Rajasthan, the revised
coal requirement has led the
state electricity regulator to
review its earlier decision de-
nying approval for a proposed
3,200 MW coal-based power
plant. The state power utility

has maintained that addition-
al coal capacity is unavoid-
able at present, citing the
intermittent nature of solar
and wind energy and the ab-
sence of commercially viable,
large-scale battery storage.
Despite deriving nearly 70%
of its power from renewable
sources, the state now faces a
critical policy choice between
energy security and long-
term decarbonisation goals.

HC denies relief to Sengar in custodial death case

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

The Delhi High Court on
Monday refused to suspend the
10-year jail term of expelled
BJP leader Kuldeep Singh
Sengar in the custodial death
case of the Unnao rape survi-
vor’s father due to delay in
trial.

The judge observed that
while Sengar has undergone
incarceration of about seven-
and-a-half years, relief could
not be granted on the ground of

reference to Western
nations’ criticism of New
Delhi over its energy ties
with Russia.

The External Affairs
Minister made the com-
ments in his televised open-
ing remarks at the meeting
in New Delhi. Sikorski is
also Poland’s deputy prime
minister.

On his part, the Polish
foreign minister said he
completely agreed with
Jaishankar on the “unfair-
ness” and “selective target-
ing” in the context of tar-
iffs over India’s relations
with Russia.

“You are no stranger to
our region and are certain-
ly familiar with the long-
standing challenge of
cross-border terrorism,”
Jaishankar said.

>>>More on Page 3

-S Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister

delay alone, as the appellant
had repeatedly moved appli-
cations for interim suspen- 4
sion, extension of bail and
regular suspension of sen-
tence.

Purpose would be served
if the appeal were heard
on merit in an expeditious
manner, the court said.

The survivor
expressed satis-
faction with the
court’s verdict,
saying the

decision had brought her a
sense of solace.
She said those respon-
sible for her sexual
assault and her father’s
i. death must face the
" strictest punishment.
Sengar’s  counsel
said that his continued
incarceration would
cause grave and
irreparable
prejudice as
the appeal
itself could

become infructuous. The court
said that Sengar was a key con-
spirator and that the assault on
the deceased and the falsifica-
tion of the FIR were part of that
design. In 2020, a court had
sentenced Sengar to 10 years
rigorous imprisonment and
imposed a fine of Rs 10 lakh, in
the case. It had also awarded a
10-year jail term to Sengar’s
brother, Atul Singh Sengar,
and five others for their role in
the custodial killing of the rape
survivor’s father.

SC Allows Rajasthan nghwav Liquor Shops Open

JAIPUR, 19 JAN

Around 1,102 liquor shops lo-
cated on national and state high-
ways within municipal limits in
Rajasthan will remain opera-
tional after the Supreme Court
granted an interim stay on a Ra-
jasthan High Court order direct-
ing their removal and reloca-
tion. The order was passed by a
Bench comprising Justice
Vikram Nath and Justice Sand-
eep Mehta while hearing special
leave petitions filed by the state
government and affected licence

India, UAE

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

India and the United Arab
Emirates on Monday unveiled
plans for a strategic defence
partnership and sealed a long-
term LNG deal as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
UAE President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
set an ambitious target of USD
200 billion in annual bilateral
trade by 2032.

Modi received Al Nahyan at
the Delhi airport, travelling
together to the Prime Minister’s
residence at Lok Kalyan Marg.
The three hour visit came amid
rising tensions in the Middle
East and global trade disrup-
tions triggered by US tariff poli-
cies.

Of the five documents signed,
the most significant was a letter
of intent to establish a strategic
defence partnership. The move,

holders.

Appearing for the state, Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta and
Additional Advocate General
Shivamangal Sharma argued
that previous Supreme Court
judgments had already relaxed
the 500-metre restriction for lig-
uor vends within municipal lim-

its. They contended that the
High Court could not override
the law laid down by the apex
court.

Earlier, the Rajasthan High
Court had directed the removal
of liquor shops within 500 me-
tres of highways, citing public
safety under Article 21 of the
Constitution, despite an estimat-
ed revenue loss of nearly Rs.
2,100 crore. The interim stay al-
lows the shops to continue oper-
ating until further orders. Final
hearing awaited in matter.

>>>More on Page 4

Publish names of
‘logical discrepancies’
in WB SIR: SC to EC

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

The Supreme Court on
Monday observed that the
ongoing SIR (Special Intensive
Revision) in West Bengal
should be transparent and not
cause inconvenience, and
directed the Election
Commission (EC) to display
the names of those on the “log-
ical discrepancies” list at
gram panchayat bhavans and
block offices.

The top court directed that
the office for submitting the
documents and objections
shall be set up within the pan-
chayat bhavans or block offic-
es.

“The state government shall
provide adequate manpower
to the State Election
Commission for the deploy-
ment at the panchayat bha-
vans and block offices.

“In this regard, we direct
that every district shall metic-
ulously comply with the direc-
tions issued by the ECI or the
state government for the staff
for smooth functioning,” a
three-bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justices
Dipankar Datta and
Joymalya Bagchi
observed.

Logical discrep-
ancies in progeny
linking with the
2002 voter list

IIE ﬂ !i ry.

® Logical discrepancies in
progeny linking with the
2002 voter list include
instances of a mismatch
in the parent’s name
and the age difference
between a voter and
their parent being less
than 15 years or more
than 50 years.

—

include instances of a mis-
match in the parent’s name
and the age difference between
a voter and their parent being
less than 15 years or more
than 50 years. The court noted
that 1.25 crore voters in the
state figure on the “logical dis-
crepancies” list.

The court directed that the
director general of police
(DGP) of West Bengal shall be
obligated to ensure that there
is no law-and-order problem
and that all the activities shall
be completed smoothly.

The apex court was hear-

ing pleas alleging arbi-
trariness and proce-

dural irregularities in

the ongoing SIR exer-
cise in  West
Bengal, including
those related to the

“logical discrep-

ancies” catego-

SCJUNKS PIL ON JUDICIAL REFORMS

The Supreme Court junked a PIL seeking sweeping judicial
reforms, expressing displeasure over what it termed a “publici-
ty interest litigation.” The apex court said it should not be used
as a platform to address cameras stationed outside. The peti-
tioner, Kamlesh Tripathi had sought a mandate that every
court in India must decide a case within a one-year timeframe.
The court questioned how it could issue such a direction.

plan defence & $200B trade deals

PM Narendra Modi receives UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan at Delhi airport and travels with him in a car

announced four months after
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
signed a defence pact, envisages
cooperation in defence manu-
facturing, advanced technolo-
gies, cyberspace training, spe-
cial operations, interoperabili-
ty and counter-terrorism.
Another key agreement pro-

vides for Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited to pur-
chase 0.5 million metric tonnes
of LNG annually from Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company
Gas for 10 years beginning in
2028. The UAE is India’s sec-
ond-largest LNG supplier after
Qatar. The two sides also agreed

NADDA PASSES BATON

to explore collaboration in
advanced nuclear technologies,
including large reactors and
small modular reactors, nucle-
ar plant operations, mainte-
nance and safety Artificial
Intelligence was identified as a
priority area, with plans to set
up a supercomputing cluster in
India and expand data centre
capacities through UAE invest-
ment. Both leaders directed
efforts to link national payment
platforms and fast-track initia-
tives such as Bharat Mart, the
Virtual Trade Corridor and
Bharat-Africa Setu to promote
MSME exports.

Modi also presented tradition-
al Indian gifts, including a
hand-carved wooden jhula from
Gujarat, symbolising family

bonding, aligning with the
UAE’s declaration
of 2026 as the ‘Year of
Family’.

Blast in restaurant
kills 7 in Kabul

KABUL, 19 JAN

At least seven people were
killed and about a dozen oth-
ers injured in an explosion in
downtown Kabul on Monday,
with security sources saying
the attack specifically targeted
Chinese nationals.

The blast occurred in the
Shahr-e-Naw district of the
Afghan capital and appeared
to hit a restaurant. Italian
medical charity EMERGENCY,
which runs a surgical care
centre in Kabul, said it
received 20 casualties, includ-
ing seven who were dead on
arrival. It said the figures
were still provisional.

Initial police reports had
described the affected site as a
hotel. The cause of the explo-
sion was not immediately
known.

Nitin Nabin is youngest BJP National Prez at 45

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Forty-five-year-old Nitin
Nabin was on Monday elected
unopposed as the national
president of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), becoming
the youngest leader to hold the
party’s top organisational post
as it looks to expand its foot-
print in new regions.

A five-term MLA from Bihar,
Nabin emerged as the sole can-
didate for the position, with

e Nitin entered active politics in 2006 following the death
of his father, Nabin Kishore Prasad Sinha.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other senior party
leaders filing nomination
papers in his support. He will
be formally declared BJP pres-
ident on Tuesday, succeeding J
P Nadda, who has led the party
since 2020.
Senior BJP

leader and

returning officer K Laxman
announced that 37 sets of
nomination papers were filed
in support of Nabin, all of
which were found valid. His
proposers included Prime
Minister Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Road

Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari and outgoing party
chief JP Nadda. Born in 1980,
the same year the BJP was
founded, Nitin Nabin entered
active politics in 2006 follow-
ing the death of his father,
Nabin Kishore Prasad Sinha,
a BJP MLA. His elevation is
seen as a generational shift
within the party leadership,
combining organisational
experience with a push for
broader outreach.
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NSUI Protests Assault
Incident at MBM
Sports Complex,

Demands Stronger
Campus Security

JODHPUR, 19 JAN

The National Students’
Union of India (NSUI) has
lodged a strong protest
over a recent incident of
serious violence between
two groups of students

at the sports complex of
MBM University. Led by
NSUI District President Dr
Bablu Solanki, a delegation
submitted a memorandum
to the university registrar,
demanding immediate
strengthening of security
arrangements across

the campus. Dr Solanki
said that incidents of
violence in an academic
environment such as

a university are highly
condemnable. He stated
that such incidents

not only create fear
among students but also
damage the institution’s
reputation among parents
and society at large. He
alleged that the lack

of adequate security
measures and effective
monitoring within the
campus has contributed
to the occurrence of

such incidents. Through
the memorandum, NSUI
demanded that security
be reinforced across

the university, including
the sports complex. The
organisation called for the
identification of students
involved in the assault
and strict disciplinary
action against those found
guilty. It also urged the
administration to increase
regular patrolling, enhance
CCTV surveillance and
deploy additional security
personnel to ensure a safe
environment for students.
NSUI leaders stressed that
concrete and long-term
arrangements must be
put in place to prevent
the recurrence of such
incidents in the future and
to restore a sense of safety
and confidence among
students on campus.

Indore Tourist Dies
After Sudden lliness
During Jaisalmer Trip

JAISALMER, 19 JAN

A 35-year-old tourist
from Indore died after
his health suddenly de-
teriorated while visiting
the Sam sand dunes near
Jaisalmer, police said on
Monday.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Rahul Malviya,
son of Harinarayan, a res-
ident of Indore in Madhya
Pradesh. He had arrived
in Jaisalmer with a group
of five to seven friends
for a leisure trip.
According to officials,
the group reached the
Sam area on the night

of January 18 and was
watching an evening
cultural programme at a
resort located amid the
sand dunes when Rahul
suddenly fell ill and col-
lapsed.

Resort staff and his
friends rushed him to

the community health
centre at Sam. Due to
the seriousness of his
condition, he was referred
to the district hospital in
Jaisalmer.

However, doctors de-
clared him dead on arrival
at the district hospital.
Jaisalmer Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Roop Singh Inda said
preliminary information
indicated that the cause
of death may have been a
silent heart attack.

The body has been

kept in the mortuary, and
further action, including
a post-mortem examina-
tion, will be carried out to
ascertain the exact cause

of death.

Round Table India
inaugurates sanitation
facility for women police

UDAIPUR, 19 JAN

Round Table India, Udaipur,
has inaugurated a dedicat-
ed sanitation facility at the
Rajsamand Superintendent of
Police office with the objective
of improving hygiene, dignity
and workplace conditions for
police personnel, especially
women staff.

Under this initiative, a spe-
cially designed washroom has
been constructed keeping in
mind the needs of women po-
lice personnel, ensuring a safe,
private and dignified space for
women who are actively en-
gaged in public service. The
project aims to enhance basic
infrastructure at the workplace
and support a more inclusive
and respectful working envi-
ronment.

The project received sup-
port from Tata AIG General
Insurance Company Limited
under its CSR healthcare
theme. The initiative aligns
with the guiding philosophy
of Round Table India, Freedom
Through Education, and re-
flects the organisation’s broad-
er commitment to community
welfare and social responsibil-
ity.

To highlight the long-term
utility of the facility and to cre-
ate public awareness about the
initiative, a permanent plaque

has been installed at the site,
prominently displaying the
branding of Round Table India.
This is intended to serve as a
lasting reminder of the organ-
isation’s contribution towards
public service infrastructure.
The formal inauguration
and handover of the facility
took place in the presence of
senior police officials and se-
nior representatives from Tata
AIG. Office bearers of Udaipur
Round Table 253 were also pres-
ent on the occasion, including
Chairman Kunal Bagrecha,
Area Vice Chairman Anish
Chaudhary, Area Publicity
Convener Manan Nahar,
Project Convener Tilak Kataria
and Secretary Naren Tejwani.
Speaking on the occasion,

Kumkum Jetli Elected
President of Rotary Club
D1V1ne for Fourth Term

KOTA, 19 JAN

In a unanimous decision taken
at the board meeting of Rotary
Club Divine, Kumkum Jetli was
elected president of the club for
thefourth time. She will formally
assume charge of her new term
ondJuly1,2026. The meeting was
attended by Zone Chairman
Rajesh Gupta, current club
president Mun Paliwal, se-
nior member VK. Jetli and all
board members. Club mem-
bers expressed satisfaction
over the consensus decision,
highlighting Jetli’s leadership
and past contributions to the
organisation. Expressing her
gratitude after being elected
for a fourth term, Kumkum
Jetli said her primary focus

UDAIPUR, 19 JAN

The annual conference and
felicitation ceremony of
Pashupati Kalyan Parishad
was organised on Sunday
at the Gaushala located in
Balicha, Udaipur, with the
participation of devotees,
donors and social workers
associated with cow wel-
fare and service.

Gaushala President
Omprakash Agrawal said
that the council organises
this programme every year
to review its activities and
honour contributors who
have supported cow protec-
tion and welfare initiatives.
The event was attended by
noted social worker and in-
dustrialist Gopal Agrawal
as the chief guest, while
Prem Goyal and Rakesh
Gupta were present as spe-
cial guests.

Welcoming the guests and

would be on expanding service

initiatives in the field of educa-
tion. She announced that her
first project as president would
be the distribution of furni-
ture to government schools in
the city. Under this initiative,
around 5,000 bench-desks will
be provided to improve class-
room infrastructure and learn-
ing conditions for students. On
the occasion, senior club mem-
ber VK. Jetli felicitated newly
elected Zonal Coordinator
PDG Rajesh Agrawal by pre-
senting him with a garland.
Club members also congrat-
ulated Kumkum Jetli by of-
fering garlands and bouquets,
extending their best wishes
for a successful and impactful
term ahead.

Annual Conference and Felicitation Ceremony
Held at Pashupati Kalyan Parishad Gaushala

cow devotees, President
Omprakash Agrawal pre-
sented a detailed overview
of the functioning of the
Gaushala and the various
service activities being
carried out for the welfare
of cows. He also adminis-
tered a collective pledge to
all present to remain ded-
icated to the service and
protection of “Go Mata”
and to strengthen efforts
for cow welfare in the com-
ing year.

During the programme,
donors and benefactors
who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the
Gaushala were felicitated.
Those honoured included
Mahesh Mittal, Himkumar
Agrawal, Himmatlal
Pokharna, Chandrabhan,
Motisingh Khamesra,
Om Nandwana, Shyam
Chaibisa, Rakesh Moondra
and Rajneesh Bansal.

representatives of Round
Table India emphasised that
the project is part of their
continuous efforts to improve
essential facilities for frontline
workers and to promote dignity
and well-being at workplaces.
They noted that women police
personnel play a crucial role in
maintaining law and order, and
providing them with appropri-
ate sanitation facilities is a
necessary step towards gen-
der-sensitive infrastructure.

The project stands as a lasting
symbol of Round Table India’s
dedication to service and com-
munity development, reinforc-
ing its commitment to creating
meaningful and sustainable
impact through targeted social
initiatives.

YOUNG KARATEKAS SHINE

40 Players Earn Coloured Belts in

22nd Gradlng Exam
WFW‘;‘;“

UDAIPUR, 19 JAN

Forty players of Extreme
Martial Arts Rajasthan were
awarded coloured belts in karate
during a ceremony held here on
Sunday, marking the declaration
of results of the organisation’s
22nd belt grading examination.
Director Sanju Singh said
that the successful players
were felicitated with belts and
certificates in recognition of
their performance and prog-
ress in karate. The programme
was attended by District Nodal
Officer (Cancer Department),
Medical College Alwar, Dr
Sukhveer Tanwar as the chief
guest. Special guests included
A-NICE coach and national
boxing player Vardhman Singh
NREGA, and Lalit Bairagi,
Director of The Ray Martial
Art Academy, Udaipur.
Among the players, Siya
Chauhan was awarded the

Brown Belt Third Degree,
while Anvi Avdathi, Devansh
Tatawat and Kashish Tatawat
received the Brown Belt Second
Degree. Mitansh Dangi was
awarded the Brown Belt
First Degree. Blue belts were
awarded to Aarvi Jain, Charvi
Surana, Dhairya Saini and
Harimedha Sharma. Players
who earned the Green Belt
included Sohit Bapna, Vivan
Dangi and Vini Ojha.

Orange belts were award-
ed to Jigyash Singh, Jenish
Sharma, Jheel Mehta, Deep
Singh, Manasvi Sonwal,
Satnam Kaur, Ravya Talesara,
Purnesh Singh, Pehul Sharma
and Yashasvi Goswami.
Yellow belts were conferred
on Bhoumik Jethi, Bhuvanya
Sharma, Divyanshi Chaube,
Divya Pandey, Karan Gehlot,
Kaveer Singh Bhati, Ipshita
Garg, Mehransh Singh,
Manvik Dangi, Palisha Dangi,

Ravi Khamesra’s Mortal Remains
Donated to RNT Medical College

UDAIPUR, 19 JAN

Following the demise of noted
stamp collector and Ambavgarh
resident Ravi Khamesra, his
family honoured his final wish
by donating his mortal re-
mains to RNT Medical College,
offering a meaningful tribute
through body donation.

According to Gautam
Sukhlecha, Secretary
of Lachhiram Hanjabai
Sukhlecha Charitable Trust,
Khamesra’s body was brought
to the medical college in a mok-
sha rath as part of a solemn
body donation procession. In
the presence of hundreds of
relatives and members of the
community, the formal body do-
nation process was completed
at the Department of Anatomy
in accordance with prescribed
procedures.

Ravi Khamesra was widely
known as a warm, simple and
sociable personality who made
notable contributions in reli-
gious, social and educational
fields. He had earned national
recognition as an award-win-

Members of Lions Club
Udaipur Elite, including
Nitin Shukla and Ashok
Chaudhary, were also hon-
oured for their support.

Office-bearers of the
Akhil Bharatiya Agrawal
Mahasabha district unit,
led by district president
Satish Agrawal, along with
district women’s wing pres-
ident Pushpalata Tayal and
other district and women’s
wing office-bearers and ex-
ecutive members, were wel-
comed and felicitated on
the occasion. The council
also extended a formal wel-
come to institution secre-
tary Suman Bose and trea-
surer Ashwani Molpariya.

The programme conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks
presented by Shyam
Chaibisa, while the pro-
ceedings were smoothly
conducted by Chandrakala
Agrawwal.

GLOBAL OUTREACH

ning stamp collector and was
also listed in the Greenish
Book of Records for his work
in philately. He is survived by
his wife Pushpa Khamesra and
son Prashant Khamesra, along
with other family members.
More than 200 people from the
community participated in this
noble act, reflecting the respect
he commanded.

Members of the Khamesra
and Chelawat families, includ-
ing Rajkumar Chelawat, Ashok
Lodha, Shailendra Khamesra
and Gautam Sukhlecha, played
a significant role in ensuring
the successful completion of
the body donation process.
On behalf of RNT Medical
College, Dr Shweta Asthana, Dr
Sunil Sharma and Dr Sushant

expressed their gratitude to
the Khamesra family for the
humanitarian gesture. They
described body donation as a
great service to society, stating
that such contributions are in-
valuable for medical education
and research. The medical col-
lege administration noted that
this was the third voluntary
body donation received this
year. Earlier, Ashulal Vardiya
and Sandhya Nahar had also
donated their bodies for med-
ical education.

It was further informed that
the Sukhlecha Charitable Trust
has facilitated over 380 body do-
nation pledges in Udaipur so
far and has successfully coordi-
nated nearly 50 body donations
at RNT Medical College.

Video of Advocate and BJP Leader Being
Garlanded with Shoes Goes Viral in Barmer

BARMER, 19 JAN:

A video showing an advocate and
local BJP leader being garlanded
with a string of shoes has gone
viral from Rajasthan’s Barmer
district, triggering a major con-
troversy and the registration of
cross cases by both parties in-
volved. The person seen in the
video has been identified as advo-
cate and BJP leader Ranjit Saran.

Following the incident, Ranjit
Saran lodged a complaint against
a woman and her husband, ac-
cusing them of blackmail, hone-
ytrap and wrongful confinement.
Meanwhile, the woman has filed
a counter case accusing the BJP
leader of rape. Police have initi-
ated an investigation into both
complaints. In the viral video,
several people can be seen hold-
ing Ranjit Saran and forcing
him to wear a garland made of
shoes. Family members of the
woman are heard alleging that
he had dishonoured their family;
while the advocate is seen deny-
ing the accusations and stating

that he had not committed any
wrongdoing. The video was re-
portedly circulated on social
media by the woman’s family
members. According to infor-
mation provided by Chauhatan
Deputy Superintendent of Police
Jetharam Jaipal, a case has been
registered against the woman
and her husband on the basis of
the complaint filed by advocate
Ranjit Saran. The DSP said that
the matter is under investigation
and all aspects are being exam-
ined.

As per the advocate’s com-
plaint, he had gone to the wom-
an’s house in connection with
some work, where family mem-
bers allegedly detained him and
carried out the act seen in the
viral video. Ranjit Saran has al-
leged that the woman had earlier
pressured him into maintaining
an illicit relationship and se-
cretly took objectionable photo-
graphs. He claimed that he was
subsequently threatened with so-
cial defamation and blackmailed
for money.

Parikshit Soni, Raghav
Kanthalia, Shivansh Barber,
Viyan Sharma, Vaishnavi Soni,
Yati Vyas, Yuvika and Javian
Ahmed Sheikh.

Congratulating the players,
Sensei Sanju Singh expressed
confidence that with continu-
ous practice, discipline and ded-
ication, these young karatekas
would perform strongly at the
state and national levels in the
future.

Karate India Organisation
President Bharat Sharma,
General Secretary Sanjeev
Jangra, Technical Director of
Extreme Martial Arts India and
Indian Karate Team Captain
Sensei Aniket Gupta, along with
Deepika Diwan, Akhtar, Naveen
Bindiya, Basu, Rajsanchu,
Dharmendra, Sanskar, Parth,
Ved and Aditya Singh, also ex-
tended their best wishes to all
the players for a bright sporting
future.

Jodhpur’s Dushyant
Singh Mertiya Shines
at National Endurance
Championship

JODHPUR, 19 JAN

Jodhpur rider Dushyant Singh
Mertiya delivered an impres-
sive performance at the National
Endurance Championship (80
km), held on January 17 and 18 at
Dundlod in Sikar district, playing a
key role in helping the Jaipur-based
Royal Equestrian Club clinch the
silver medal in the team event at
the national level.

Royal Equestrian Club Director
Mukesh Singh Shaktawat said the
club’s riders showcased exception-
al stamina, coordination and race
strategy in the challenging endur-
ance competition, which saw partic-
ipation from leading riders across
the country. The Royal Equestrian
Club team finished second in the
team event, earning the silver
medal and adding another national
achievement to Rajasthan’s eques-
trian sports record.

The silver-winning team com-
prised Dushyant Singh Mertiya
of Jodhpur, along with Pukhraj
Shekhawat, Kirti Singh, Harbhajan
Singh and Madhusudan Singh.
Throughout the demanding 80-km
race, the riders demonstrated con-
sistency, discipline and teamwork,
successfully negotiating the physi-
cal and mental challenges of endur-
ance riding.

Dushyant Singh Mertiya emerged
as one of the standout performers
of the championship. In addition
to his contribution to the team’s
success, he delivered a commend-
able performance in the individu-
al category, finishing fourth at the
national level. He narrowly missed
out on a bronze medal by just 22
seconds, a margin that underlined
the highly competitive nature of the
event. His performance was widely
appreciated for its determination,
riding skills and consistency.

Adding to the club’s success, Royal
Equestrian Club rider Madhusudan
Singh secured third place in the in-
dividual event, winning the bronze
medal and further strengthening
the club’s national standing.

Congratulating the riders,
Director Mukesh Singh Shaktawat
attributed the success to disciplined
training, effective teamwork and a
well-planned racing strategy. He ex-
pressed confidence that the riders
would continue to excel at higher
levels in the future. The achieve-
ment has significantly enhanced
Rajasthan’s presence on the nation-
al equestrian sports stage.

University of Kota to Strengthen Global Academic Ties with Uzbekistan

University of

Kota Expands
International
Outreach, Academic
Collaboration

to Grow with
Uzbekistan

KOTA, 19 JAN

The University of Kota is set
to expand its international
academic footprint with a new
collaboration initiative involv-
ing Uzbekistan. A virtual meet-
ing was recently held between
the University of Kota and the
International University of
Tourism and Cultural Heritage

“Silk Road”, Uzbekistan, to ex-
plore avenues for deeper aca-
demic cooperation. The meet-
ing was facilitated through the
Office of International Affairs
of the University of Kota.
During the interaction, de-
tailed discussions were held on
future academic partnerships,
a joint action plan for the year
2026 and multiple collaborative
initiatives. A key highlight of
the meeting was the proposal
to establish a Uzbek Language
Department at the University
of Kota, which would mark
a significant step toward
strengthening linguistic and
cultural exchange between the
two institutions.
Representing the Silk
Road University were Vice-

Chancellor Prof. Joseph
Hoffmann, Dr. Irina Kadirova,
Head of Global Education

and International Teachers
and Student Affairs, and Dr.
Mastura Sidikova, Head of

Cultural Studies. From the
University of Kota, Vice-
Chancellor Prof. B.P. Saraswat

and Director of the Office of
International Affairs Prof. Dr.
Anukriti Sharma participated
in the meeting.

Addressing the gathering,
Prof. B.P. Saraswat said that
the University of Kota is con-
tinuously promoting global ac-
ademic collaboration. He noted
that the proposed partnership
with the Silk Road University
of Uzbekistan would open
new opportunities in the fields
of language studies, culture,
tourism and higher education,
benefiting both students and
faculty members.

Agreement on New MoU and
Scholarships

Director of the Office of
International Affairs, Prof.
Dr. Anukriti Sharma, in-

formed that during the virtu-
al meeting, both sides agreed
to sign a new Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU).
The discussion also included
plans to introduce scholarship
schemes aimed at encouraging
the enrolment of internation-
al students at the University of
Kota, as well as launching joint
academic and educational pro-
grammes.

She added that this initiative,
being coordinated through
the Office of International
Affairs, reflects the University
of Kota’s commitment to inte-
grating with the global educa-
tion network and enhancing its
international presence through
meaningful academic partner-
ships.
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Nearly 2,500
artistes to perform
at R-Day parade

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Representing different
dance forms of India, a
mega group of nearly 2,500
artistes is set to perform on
the Kartavya Path here
during the 77th Republic
Day parade, whose main
theme will be the sesqui-
centenary of ‘Vande
Mataram’. The members of
the creative team that has
worked on it include —MM
Keeravani, who composed
the famous song ‘Naatu
Naatu’ from the film ‘RRR’,
as music director, Subhash
Sehgal as lyricist, Anupam
Kher as narrator and
Santosh Nair as choreogra-
pher, under the overall
direction of Sandhya
Purecha. ‘VVIP’ and other
labels will be named after
Indian rivers, senior officials
said on Friday. President of
the European Commission,
Ursula von der Leyen, and
Presi-dent of the European
Council, Antonio Costa, will
be the chief guests along
with 10,000 people.

Mulayam’s son
claims wife ruined
family ties

LUCKNOW, 19 JAN

Prateek Yadav, son of
Samajwadi Party founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav, has
accused his wife, BJP leader
Aparna Bisht Yadav, of
destroying his family ties
and announced he will seek
a divorce. Aparna Yadav is
currently vice chairperson
of the Uttar Pradesh State
Commission for Women. In
a post on Instagram,
Prateek described her as
“selfish” and “driven by
fame and influence,” saying
her actions have left him in
poor mental health. “I have
never seen such a bad soul,
and | was unfortunate to
get married to her,” he
wrote. Prateek is the son of
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s sec-
ond wife, Sadhna Yadav.
Aparna had contested the
2017 Assembly elections on
an SP ticket before joining
the BJP in 2022. Both
parties have not yet
commented.

Stalin lays
foundation for
T 343 cr reservoir

CHENNAI, 19 JAN

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Monday laid
the foundation stone for the
Rs 342.60 crore Mamallan
reservoir project near
Nemmeli aimed at aug-
menting the drinking water
resources for Chennai. This
will be the sixth dam for the
city, which depends on
Poondi, Cholavaram, Puzhal
(Red Hills),
Chembarambakkam, and
Kannankottai-Thervoy
Kandigai. In addition, the
Veeranam lake and a few
desalination plants, too,
meet the requirement. The
project has been planned
taking into account the
ever-expanding boundaries
of Chennai and will be
etched in history, he
remarked

“This project will ensure 17
crore litres of water per day
to Chennai and 6,605 crore
litres per year and it is
spread across 5,161 acres of
land,” he said.

aiha di§cusses
launching political
party with PK

HYDERABAD, 19 JAN

K Kavitha, former Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao’s daughter, is in talks

with election strategist

Prashant Kishor about
launching her own political
party in Telangana,
Telangana Jagruthi sources
revealed. Kavitha, president
of Telangana Jagruthi, a
cultural organisation,
recently held discussions
with Kishor during his five-
day visit to Hyderabad.
Kishor is also the founder of
Bihar-based Jan Suraaj.
Kavitha discussed her plans
to establish a new political
platform and explore the
political landscape in
Telangana. Since her sus-
pension from BRS in 2025,
she has been focusing on
public issues under

Telangana Jagruthi.

Selective targeting of India
unfair & unjustified: EAM

Jaishankar also held talks on the upswing in India-Poland ties

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Ahead of a crucial visit by the
top leadership of the European
Union to India, India on
Monday made it known in no
unclear terms to Poland, a
Central European country,
that it should desist from the
selective targeting of India.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, who held a one-
on-one with the visiting for-
eign minister of Poland,
Radostaw Sikorski, currently
on a three-day visit to India,
implicitly referred to his visit
to Pakistan last year in
October.

In late October, Sikorski
travelled to Islamabad and
held wide-ranging talks with
Pakistan Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar, following which a
joint statement was issued
that featured the Kashmir
issue.

United States Senator Steve Daines with External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar during a meeting, in New Delhi

“In the recent past, both in
New York last September and
in Paris this January, I have
candidly shared with you our
views on the Ukraine conflict
and its implications,”

Jaishankar said.

“While doing so, I have also
repeatedly underlined that the
selective targeting of India is
both unfair and unjustified. I
do so again today,” he added.

In his remarks, Jaishankar
also talked about the upswing
in India-Poland ties and
underlined the need for
exchanging views and per-
spectives on issues amidst a
global churning.

“We meet at a time when the
world is under considerable
churn,” Jaishankar said,
recalling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s trip to
Poland in August 2024. He said
the visit saw the relationship
elevated to a strategic partner-
ship status.

“Poland is one of India’s larg-
est trading partners in Central
Europe,” Jaishankar said. He

mentioned Maharaja
Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji
Jadeja of Nawanagar,

who provided shelter, food
and education to over 650
Polish children fleeing Soviet
oppression during World
War II.

Stampede: CBI grﬂls Vijay for 6 hours

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

The CBI questioned TVK
Chief and actor Vijay for over
six hours at its headquarters
here for the second time in
connection with the Karur
stampede case, which claimed
lives of 41 people, officials
said.

A visibly relaxed Vijay came
out of the CBI headquarters in
his luxury SUV after question-
ing was completed at around
5pm, got down and waved at
his supporters and media,
before leaving for the five-star
hotel where he was staying.

The actor-turned politician
was earlier quizzed by the CBI
on 12 January. He was asked
to come again on 13 January,

but the actor sought
another date due to Pongal,
after which the agency sum-
moned him on Monday, they
said. He said they are cooper-
ating with the investigating
agencies, and no summons for
further questioning has been
issued. Vijay was questioned
by a team of officials led by a
deputy superintendent rank
officer drawn from the agen-
cy’s anti-corruption wing, the
officials said.

Several questions related to
decision-making about the
rally, reasons for his delay,
continuation of speech, his
knowledge about the chaos,
turnout and mismanagement
of the crowd were put forth to
him, they said.

“'I
l ‘

TVK Chief and actor Vijay leaves from CBI headquarters after 6 hours of
questioning linked to the Karur stampede case, in New Delhi

RSS and BJP are centralising
power, RaGa claims in Kerala

LoP in the Lok Sabha and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during a Mahapanchayat of newly elected party local body

representatives, in Kochi, on Monday

KOCHI/SULTANPUR,
19 JAN

Senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday accused
the RSS and the BJP of
attempting to centralise
power, while asserting that
his party believes in decen-
tralisation and strengthening
grassroots democracy.
Speaking at a
Mahapanchayat of newly
elected Congress local body
members here, he said the
grand old party brought the
73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments to empower the

three-tier Panchayati Raj sys-
tem.Gandhi also alleged that
the NDA government was
“attacking” the MGNREGA
because it was implemented
through local self-government
institutions.

He stressed that protecting
the Constitution also meant
protecting decentralised gov-
ernance at the grassroots
level. The basic principle of
democracy was that votes are
the voice of citizens and that
this voice must be protected,
he added.

Drawing a contrast, Gandhi
said the BJP and RSS stood for

centralisation, while Congress
stood for decentralisation.

He also congratulated
Congress workers and UDF
for what he described as a
strong performance in the
local body elections in Kerala,
especially at the panchayat
level, the third tier of democ-
racy.

Meanwhile, Gandhi did not
appear before the MP-MLA
court here on Monday in con-
nection with a defamation
case against him, as he was in
Kerala. The court fixed 20
February as the next date of

hearing, a lawyer said.

‘MURDER OF DEMOCRACY’

FIR filed over
forged letter in
Sonowal’s name

GUWAHATI, 19 JAN

Union Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said on Monday that
an FIR has been lodged over a
forged letter circulated on
social media ahead of
Assembly elections in Assam.

The document, purportedly
on his official letterhead and
carrying his signature, urged
a “course correction” and was
addressed to the BJP’s nation-
al president. Sonowal said the
letter was completely fake,
calling it a serious criminal
offence involving forgery,
impersonation and misuse of
official government identity.

In a post on X, he said mis-
creants circulated the letter
with malafide intent to spread
misinformation and discredit
a constitutional authority.

An FIR has been lodged and
law enforcement agencies
have been asked to investigate
the case on priority and take
strict legal action. Sonowal
advised the public and media
not to rely on or circulate the
letter and to verify informa-
tion only through official
sources. His office earlier
lodged a complaint at
Parliament Street police sta-
tion in New Delhi. The matter
surfaced hours earlier on
Monday evening.

MUMBALI 19 JAN

Amid heightened expecta-
tions and drama, the
Maharashtra government
has set the ball rolling for
the election of mayors to
Mumbai and 28 other civic
bodies, with the lottery for
the mayoral post scheduled
for 22 January.

The Urban Development
Department has issued an
order stating that the draw
of lots will be held at the
state secretariat.

In Mumbai, the BJP has
emerged as the largest sin-
gle party in the elections
held on 15 January, win-
ning 89 of the total 227 seats
in the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), wresting control
from the Thackerays after
30 years.

BJP’s ally, Shiv Sena, led
by Deputy CM Shinde,
secured 29 seats.
Speculation over political
realignments for the may-
oral post emerged after the
results showed that the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena (UBT) emerged

6 injured as BJP,

THANE, 19 JAN

Six persons, including two
police personnel, were
injured during a clash
between workers of two
rival parties in Bhiwandi
town of Maharashtra’s
Thane district. Activists of
the Konark Vikas Aghadi, a
local political outfit,
allegedly hurled stones and

Maharashtra DyCM Eknath Shinde during a public rally for the
upcoming BMC elections, in Mumbai

Lottery to decide
quota for Mumbai
Mayoral post

KVA workers clash

as the second largest party,
winning 65 seats, while its
ally MNS got six.

Mumbai will have a
Mahayuti mayor,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
said on Monday, dismiss-
ing reports of new political
equations after the results
of civic polls were declared
last week.

“Shiv Sena and BJP had
fought the Mumbai civic
elections as an alliance,
and therefore, the
Mahayuti’s candidate
would become the mayor,”
Shinde told reporters.
Meanwhile, Shiv Sena
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut on
Monday questioned the
shifting of corporators-elect
from the ruling ally Shiv
Sena to hotels.

Eknath Shinde is clear
that the Shiv Sena will hon-
our the mandate for the
BJP-led Mahayuti in the
BMC, sources said, adding
that the shifting of 29 corpo-
rators-elect of his party to a
five-star hotel in Mumbai
was being unnecessarily
hyped.

ransacked BJP party office
during the violence on 18
January, forcing police to
resort to a lathicharge to
restore order. Violence
broke out at Shivaji Chowk
between these activists,
apparently triggered by
tensions following the
recent Bhiwandi Nizampur
Municipal Corporation
elections.

PMK’s dispute escalates as
Ramadoss camp moves HC

CHENNAI 19 JAN

The Pattali Makkal Katchi
(PMK) leadership dispute has
intensified, with S
Ramadoss’s camp filing mul-
tiple legal petitions.
The founder’s faction
has lodged a suit in the
Madras High Court to
declare Ramadoss as
party president, coun-
tering his son
Anbumani’s claim to
lead the organisation.
A separate petition

seeks a stay on
Anbumani’s electoral
pact with ATADMK

for the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions.

Additionally, a writ petition
requests the Election
Commission’s letter on the

party symbol mango, sent last
year to Anbumani’s camp, be
rerouted to Ramadoss.
Advocate K Arul stated
Anbumani’s claim to the pres-
idency is false, asserting his
father’s election and
that Anbumani’s term
expired on 28 May,
2025. The EC con-
firmed Ramadoss’s
leadership, not recog-
nising Anbumani as
chief, and admitted it
had not declared him
as such. The Ramadoss
faction accused
Anbumani of misrep-
resentation and imperson-
ation, seeking a civil declara-
tion of Ramadoss’s presidency
and an injunction against
Anbumani’s alliance with
ATADMK.

BJP plans to remove voters in Rajasthan, alleges Cong

NEW DELHI,19 JAN

The Congress on Monday
alleged that the BJP in
Rajasthan was conspiring to
“fraudulently” remove from
the electoral rolls the names of
voters who support the opposi-
tion party, and said it will not
allow “murder of democracy”
in the state.

The Opposition party also
demanded that there should
be a forensic probe of forms
used for removal of electors in
Rajasthan.

Rajasthan Congress chief
Govind Singh Dotasra said
that in his state, after the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls process,
the draft list that was released
showed that 45 lakh people
were found to be “absent,
shifted, or deceased”, and
objections were then invited
until 15 January.

“Until 3 January, there was
no chaos, and the entire sys-
tem was running smoothly.
However, on 3 January, BJP’s
National General Secretary
(Organisation) BL Santosh

NS

Rajasthan Congress chief Govind Slngh Dotasra

visited Rajasthan, held a
meeting there, and then
the process of fraudulently
adding and removing votes
began,” Dotasra alleged at a
press conference along with
Leader of Opposition in
Rajasthan Assembly Tikaram
Jully.

“I am sharing data with you

that I obtained from the
Election Commission’s web-
site. It shows that from 17
December to 14 January, the
BJP, through 937 Booth Level
Agents (BLAs), submitted
applications to add 211

names and remove 5,694
votes. Meanwhile, the
Congress party, through

® [n Jhunjhunu, 13,882
Form 7 applications for
name removal were
received in a single day,
in Mandawa, 16,276
were received, in
Udaipurwati, 1,241 were
received and in Khetri,
1,478 were received, he
claimed. Meanwhile,
1,40,000 forms have
already been registered,
Dotasra added.

110 BLAS, submitted applica-
tions to add 185 names and
remove two names,” Dotasra
said.

In Jhunjhunu, 13,882 Form 7
applications for name removal
were received in a single day,
in Mandawa, 16,276 were
received, in Udaipurwati,
1,241 were received and in
Khetri, 1,478 were received, he
claimed.

Meanwhile, 1,40,000 forms
have already been registered,
Dotasra added.

Netaji’s grandnephew flays WB SIR

Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose’s grandnephew
Chandra Kumar Bose on
Monday criticised the
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in West Bengal, call-
ing the exercise important
but poorly executed.
Appearing before SIR hear-

ings, Bose said the process
lacked clarity and amount-
ed to “sheer harassment”
of common voters. He told
PTI that he, his wife and
daughter appeared on 16
January, while his two
sons, who are abroad,
authorised them to repre-
sent them.

WB Minister summoned for hearing

West Bengal minister
Tajmul Hossain was sum-
moned for a hearing under
the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, a senior official of the
Election Commission said
on Monday.

The notice for the hearing
was sent to the three-time
MLA because of discrepan-

cies between his name and
that of his father in the 2002
electoral roll, the official
said. Hossain, the minister
of state for micro, small &
medium enterprises and
textiles, was asked to
appear for the hearing at
10.30 am on 29 January
with all relevant docu-
ments.
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Elephant ramples
man to death
in Jharkhand

BOKARO, 19 JAN

A vegetable dealer was
trampled to death by an
elephant in Jharkhand’s
Bokaro district. The incident
occurred near Simrabeda
Mahto Tola in the
Mahuadanr police station
area late on Sunday, when
the jumbo attacked him, a
police officer said. “The
man, on his way home,
encountered the elephant
at Kander. Locals claimed
that he was carrying vege-
tables in the four-wheeler.
The jumbo took him out of
the vehicle with the trunk
and then trampled him to
death,” Bokaro divisional
forest officer Sandeep
Sinde said

ED summons
YSRCP MP Midhun
in AP liquor case

HYDERABAD, 19 JAN

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sum-
moned YSRCP MP P V
Midhun Reddy for question-
ing in a money-laundering
case linked to a Rs 3,500~
crore liquor “scam” in
Andhra Pradesh that
allegedly took place during
the YSRCP dispensation,
officials said on Monday.
The 48-year-old YSRCP
Parliamentarian from
Rajampet has been asked to
appear at the ED’s zonal
office here on 23 January.
He was named as an
accused and arrested by the
Andhra Pradesh Police spe-
cial investigation team
(SIT), which probed the
case, in July 2025. He is out
on bail currently.

Air quality
turns severe
in New Delhi

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Delhi choked under a blan-
ket of smog on Monday
morning, with the average
Air Quality Index (AQI) set-
tling at 417 in the ‘severe’
category. As per the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) Sameer app, AQlI
data for one station was not
available while writing this
report. Wazirpur, which
recorded an AQI of 474, had
the worst air quality among
all stations. The air quality
was ‘severe’ at 25 stations,
and ‘very poor’ at 14 sta-
tions. No improvement in
air quality is likely in the
next two days.

Man murders his
live-in partner,
burns body

JHANSI, 19 JAN

A woman, 33, was murdered
with an axe allegedly by her
live-in partner, who then
burnt her body inside a large
trunk, police said on Monday.

The murder came to light on
Sunday due to the alertness of
a loader driver while the
accused was attempting to dis-
pose of the body.

Police arrested the main
accused, a retired railway
employee, Ram Singh Parihar,
63, along with his second wife,
Geeta, 50, and son Nitin, 19, for
assisting in destroying evi-
dence.

Parihar had married Geeta
while his first wife was still
alive and was living with her
and his children in the Sair
Gate area. Later, he developed
a relationship with Preeti
Ahirwar, 33, the wife of
Rajkumar. Preeti left her hus-
band and three children and
began living with Parihar.

SSSP BBGTS Murthy said
police received information
early on Sunday about a suspi-
cious trunk. Police found par-
tially burnt human remains
inside. Nitin said that he had
brought the trunk from his
father’s house and that it con-
tained Preeti’s remains. Geeta
told police that Parihar had
killed Preeti after disputes
over money.

The SSP praised the loader
driver, saying he would be
honoured with a certificate,
and announced a reward of Rs
25,000 for the Sipri Bazaar
police team for cracking the
case within hours. He added
that although the victim has
been identified, samples from
the remains have been sent for
DNA testing.

DGCA fine on Indigo won’t
ensure safety: Pilots fume

Safety can’t be traded off for Rs 22.20 crore, says FIP

MUMBALI, 19 JAN

The Federation of Indian
Pilots, FIP, on Monday criti-
cised aviation regulator
DGCA for imposing a ‘very
meagre’ penalty of Rs 22.20
crore on IndiGo for the large-
scale flight disruptions that
impacted lakhs of travellers in
December, saying that the
safety of passengers and air-
craft cannot be ‘traded off.’

FIP questioned the flight
cancellation period consid-
ered in the probe by the regu-
lator, and said the penalty
amount is “very, very mea-
gre.”

The DGCA on Saturday
announced the enforcement
actions after a detailed probe.

It slapped penalties totalling
Rs 22.20 crore on IndiGo for
cancelling thousands of flights
in early December, and
warned airline CEO Pieter
Elbers and COO Isidre
Proqueras. It also ordered the
removal of the Senior Vice
President for Operations
Control centre (OCC), Jason

Indigo’s services were disrupted nationwide last month creating problems

for passengers

Herter, for non-compliance.
Between 3 and 5 December,
the DGCA said, 2,507 flights
were cancelled, and 1,852
flights were delayed, impact-
ing over 3 lakh passengers.
The DGCA has imposed a
penalty of Rs 20.40 crore for

the non-compliance for 68
days from 5 December 2025, to
10 February 2026. The amount
translates to a Rs 30 lakh fine
for each day during the peri-
od.

The DGCA cited the over-op-
timisation of operations, inad-

Paratrooper killed in Kashmir,
hideout busted in Kishtwar

JAMMU, 19 JAN

A paratrooper, Havildar
Gajendra Singh, who was
injured in the gunfight with
terrorists, succumbed on
Monday, while the search
uncovered a suspected terror
hideout packed with rations
for winter in Kishtwar dis-
trict, officials said.

The operation was launched
in Sonnar village near
Mandral-Singhpora in the
Chatroo belt on Sunday, where
an encounter broke out
between security forces and
terrorists in which eight sol-
diers were injured due to
splinter from a grenade.

The operation was suspend-
ed Sunday night and resumed
early Monday in the challeng-
ing terrain with thick vegeta-
tion and steep slopes, limiting
visibility and movement, offi-
cials said.

In a post on X, the White
Knight Corps said ‘Operation
Trashi-I’ continues in Chatroo.
“The cordon has been tight-
ened. Troops along with the

A security officer during a search on Monday to track down and neutralise
terrorists, in the Kishtwar district of Jammu and Kashmir

police and the CRPF have been
deployed.”

Teams of the Army, police,
and the paramilitary aided by
drones and sniffer dogs, are
combing the area, officials
said.

They said search teams bust-
ed a terrorist hideout and
recovered a large quantity of
food near the site of yester-

CANNABIS FROMTHAILAND

Sikkim man nabbed in
Rs 13,000 cr drug case

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN:

The Special Cell of the Delhi
Police has apprehended a man
from Sikkim in connection
with a massive Rs 13,000 crore
drug trafficking case, sources
said on Monday.

The accused, identified as
Tilak Prasad Sharma, 40, was
allegedly involved in supply-
ing cannabis sourced from
Thailand for the same syndi-
cate. The source said that the
arrest is linked to a major
crackdown carried out on 2
October, 2024, when cocaine
and cannabis worth around Rs
13,000 crore were seized while
being smuggled into multiple
locations in Delhi, Gujarat
and Punjab by a Dubai-based
cartel.

This comes weeks after a key

drug supplier, Ritik Bajaj, was
caught in Dubai and brought
back to India by the authori-
ties.

Deputy commissioner of
police (Special Cell), Kaushik
said Tilak Prasad Sharma was

arrested in Sikkim and
brought to Delhi. “Sharma
had brought a consignment of
around 40 kg of Thai marijua-
na from Thailand at the direc-
tion of Ritik.”

SHE DIED AWAITING JUSTICE

day’s gunfight.

A group of two to three ter-
rorists allegedly affiliated
with Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) are believed
to be hiding in the area, offi-
cials said, adding the opera-
tion resumed with the first
light of day and was going on
when last reports were
received.

Food poisoning
hits 125 guests
at Thane event

THANE, 19 JAN

Around 125 people fell ill
from suspected food poi-
soning at a pre-wedding
‘haldi’ ceremony in
Kalyan, Thane district,
Maharashtra, on Sunday.
Guests began experienc-
ing nausea, vomiting, and
stomach discomfort short-
ly after the meal and were
rushed to hospitals and
clinics.

DCP of Police Atul Zende
confirmed that all affect-
ed individuals received
timely treatment and has
returned home. The cater-
er, who supplied the food
from Ahmedabad, has
been called for question-
ing. Meanwhile, samples
of the food served at the
event have been sent for
analysis.

equate regulatory prepared-
ness, along with deficiencies
in system software support, as
among the primary reasons
for the disruptions.

The FIP cited the example of
the US Department of
Transport, and said it imposed
a penalty of USD 140 million
on Southwest Airlines for
multiple violations of consum-
er protection laws during the
Christmas  holidays in
December 2022 and distribut-
ed the amount to affected pas-
sengers.

“The DGCA report and
action is a joke. What is the
action taken here? They have
not punished anyone. Civil
Aviation Minister K
Rammmohan Naidu said in
Parliament that strong action
will be taken. Does it mean
only a warning? A warning is
issued only for smaller mis-
takes. In this case, there was a
national crisis. And they have
issued only a warning and
moved just one OCC head,”
the FIP’s president G S
Randhawa said.

Gas pipeline bursts in
Cuttack, causes panic

CUTTACK, 19 JAN

A gas pipeline burst in
Cuttack’s CDA area on
Monday during construction
work, triggering panic among
local residents, police said.
The incident occurred in
Sector 9, where many former
judges and senior advocates of
the Orissa High Court live.
Emergency teams were rushed
to the site to carry out immedi-
ate repairs and ensure public
safety.

Officials reported that an
earthmover struck an under-
ground pipeline owned by the
Gas Authority of India Limited
(GAIL) while excavating,
causing it to rupture. The
resulting LPG leak alarmed
residents, prompting authori-
ties to quickly cordon off the
area and take safety measures
to prevent any accidents or
explosions.

Rescue workers and members of the public gather at the spot in Noida

¥,

where software engineer Yuvraj Mehta died in an accident

Noida techie death:
Top babu removed

NOIDA, 19 JAN

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment removed the Noida
Authority CEO and ordered
an SIT probe into the death of
software engineer Yuvraj
Mehta, after his car plunged
into a water-filled pit at a con-
struction site in Noida, amid
mounting outrage over the
incident and allegations of
official and builder negli-
gence.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath took cognisance of
the incident and directed the
constitution of a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
investigate the circumstances
leading to the fatal accident
and submit a report within
five days.

Shortly after, the state govern-
ment shunted out Lokesh M, a
2005-batch senior IAS officer,
from the post of Noida
Authority CEO and placed
him on a waitlist.

Lokesh M, who had assumed
charge as Noida Authority
CEO in July 2023, after replac-
ing Ritu Maheshwari, also
served as the de facto MD of
the Noida Metro

Rail Corporation
(NMRC). A den-

tist from
Karnataka, he
had earlier

served as the
divisional com-
missioner in
Kanpur and
Saharanpur.
Lokesh had
ordered the
dismissal of
a junior
engineer
and issued
show-cause
notices to
other offi-

cials responsible for traffic-re-
lated works in Sector 150.

In an official statement, the
Authority removed junior
engineer Naveen Kumar of the
Noida Traffic Cell from ser-
vice and sought detailed
reports on the allotment and
construction activities of the
developer, Lotus Greens. The
CEO also directed all depart-
ments to inspect safety mea-
sures at construction sites.

A UP Irrigation Department
letter to the Noida Authority
in 2023 that flagged the need to
construct head regulators to
flush out accumulated rain
and drain water in Sector 150
has been accessed by PTI. A
Noida Authority official said
he was not aware of the letter.
As per the CM’s directions, a
three-member SIT headed by
Additional Director General
(ADG), Meerut Zone, Bhanu
Bhasker, has been constituted.
Meerut Divisional
Commissioner Hrishikesh
Bhaskar and Public Works
Department Chief Engineer
Ajay Verma are members of
the panel. SIT member Ajay
Verma said that the panel
would visit Noida on Tuesday.
The action follows the death of
Yuvraj Mehta, who was
killed early on Saturday
after his car skidded in
dense fog, broke a drain
boundary and fell into a
deep, waterlogged pit dug

[ for a basement at a construc-

tion site near a drain.
Mehta, a resident of
Tata Eureka Park
society, worked
with a
Gurugram
company and
was return-
ing home at
night.

SC stays Rajasthan HC order on
shifting liquor shops near NHs

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

The Supreme Court on
Monday stayed the Rajasthan
High Court’s order directing
the state to remove or relocate
all liquor shops within
500-metres of national or state
highways due to a surge in
fatal road accidents.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta,
which issued notice on pleas
filed by liquor vendors and
Rajasthan government,
however, said that the
HC’s “concern was gen-
uine” and the govern-
ment may consider it

in future.
Solicitor
General Tushar

Mehta, appearing
for the state gov-
ernment, said
that the SC had

Kukis demand justice for gangraped woman

CHURACHANDPUR,
19 JAN
Several organisations

demanded justice for a Kuki
woman from Manipur, who
died recently from illness
allegedly linked to the trauma
she suffered after being gang-
raped during the early phase
of the ethnic violence in the
state in 2023.

The Kuki organisations
based in Manipur’s
Churachandpur and Delhi
claimed that she was Kkid-
napped in Imphal and gang-
raped in May 2023. She, how-
ever, escaped from the kidnap-
pers, but never fully recovered
from the shock and injuries
and died on 10 January while
undergoing treatment in
Guwahati.

The groups also demanded a
separate administration for

People gather for a candlelight vigil in Churachandpur demanding justice for
a Kuki woman who died recently after being gangraped in 2023.

the Kukis, claiming that it was
not possible for them to live
with the Meitei community
any longer.

At least 260 people have been
killed and thousands rendered
in the violence
between Imphal Valley-based

homeless

Meiteis and hills-based Kuki-
Zo groups in Manipur since
May 2023.

The state has been under
President’s Rule since
February last year.

In a statement, the Kuki
group Indigenous Tribal
Leaders Forum (ITLF) said,
“Her death is yet another
painful testimony to the ruth-
less manner in which the
Kuki-Zo people have been tar-
geted.” The Kuki-Zo people
“now have no other option but
to demand a separate adminis-
tration for our safety, dignity,
and survival”, said the ITLF.

The Kuki Students’
Organisation (KSO), Delhi &
NCR, alleged that despite the
seriousness of the crime and
by civil society organisations,
no meaningful action was
taken against the perpetra-
tors.

A
M
earlier directed E city.

MP told to decide on Minister’s trial

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

The Supreme Court on Monday directed the Madhya Pradesh
government to decide within two weeks on sanctioning the

that there should not
be any liquor vends

national and state
highways, but a

problem arose
where these
roads passed
through the

within 500 metres of

prosecution minister Vijay Shah for his objectionable
remarks targeting Army officer Colonel Sofiya
Qureshi. Shah faced an SC-appointed SIT probe for
. | and “objectionable” remarks against Col Qureshi. A
bench comprising CJI Surya Kant and Justices
Datta and Bagchi noted that the SIT has
submitted its report.

“The order was later clari-
fied that within municipal
limits, there would not be any
such ban on liquor shops,” he
said. Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for liquor
vends owners, said that the
HC had erred in passing the
order without hearing the par-
ties, and sought a stay.

2 girls, woman abducted
in UP’s Ballia; 3 booked

BALLIA, 19 JAN

Three men were booked in the
alleged abduction of two teen-
age girls and a woman in sepa-
rate incidents here in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ballia.

According to the police, a
16-year-old girl from a village
in Bairia had gone to appear
for an examination on 17
January, when her neighbour
Raj Kumar, 22, allegedly
abducted her. When her father
went to Kumar’s house to com-
plain about the matter, he was
beaten up and chased away by
the latter’s father, Siyar Katan
and other family members.

Based on a complaint filed by
the girl’s father, a case was
registered against Kumarand
his family, Bairia circle offi-
cer, Mohammad Qureshi said.

In another incident, Raju
Gupta, a resident of Chakra
Golhuwa village, allegedly

® Police said a 16-year-
old girl from Bairia had
gone to write an
exam on 17 January,
when her neiighbour
Raj Kumar, 22,
allegedly abducted her

abducted a 17-year-old girl
from the Nagra area on the
afternoon of 18 January.
Acting on a complaint filed by
the girl’s brother, police have
registered a case against
Gupta.

In the third incident report-
ed, an 18-year-old woman from
a village in the Ubhanv area
had gone to a shop on the
morning of 7 January, when
Golu, a resident of the nearby
Maryadpur Rampur village in
Mau district, allegedly abduct-
ed her.
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Putin invited to
join Gaza Peace
Board: Kremlin

MOSCOW, 19 JAN

Russia on Monday con-
firmed that President
Vladimir Putin has
received an invitation to
join US President Donald
Trump’s proposed Gaza
Peace Board, saying it is
under consideration.

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov confirmed
this.

Washington has project-
ed the Peace Board as a
new international body
aimed at promoting peace
and stability in Gaza,
with speculation that its
remit could extend to
other global conflicts.

Russian state broadcast-
er Channel One said the
initiative ~was being
viewed in Moscow as a US
attempt to create a rival
to the United Nations
with a broader mandate.
Invitations were sent to
PMs Narendra Modi and
Shehbaz Sharif.

Don’s price on peace
US officials report that
members of Trump’s
‘Board of Peace’ can
secure a permanent seat
by paying $1 billion.

Prince Harry back
in court to battle
British tabloids

LONDON, 19 JAN

Prince Harry returns to
London’s High Court this
week for the final phase of
his lawsuit against British
tabloids, seeking damages
worth millions. The Duke of
Sussex leads high-profile
claimants, including Elton
John and Elizabeth Hurley,
accusing Associated
Newspapers Ltd of unlawful
information-gathering and
privacy breaches, claims the
publisher calls “preposter-
ous.” The nine-week trial
marks Harry’s second time
in the witness box after
becoming the first senior
royal in over a century to
testify in 2023. Harry
blames the press for
Princess Diana’s 1997 death
and attacks on Meghan.
Filed in 2022, a judge said
the claims have prospect of
succeeding.

Karachi mall blaze
leaves 26 dead, 65
still trapped

KARACH]I, 19 JAN

The death toll from a fire at
Gul Plaza in Karachi has
risen to 26 after rescue
teams recovered eight more
bodies from the rubble. The
blaze broke out on Saturday
night at the wholesale and
retail market, which had
shops across the basement,
mezzanine, and three upper
floors, and was controlled
by Sunday evening. Six peo-
ple died immediately from
suffocation, while dozens
were injured. Rescue 1122
COO Abid Jalal said the
building, weakened by the
fire, remains at risk of col-
lapse. Sindh Governor
Kamran Tessori said 65 peo-
ple are still trapped.
Authorities suspect an elec-
trical short circuit. Karachi
has faced repeated fires
due to poor safety.

Guatemala orders
emergency after
deadly prison riots

ESCUINTLA, 19 JAN

Guatemala has declared a
30-day state of emergency
after gang members killed
at least seven police offi-
cers and took dozens of
hostages across three pris-
ons. The unrest began on
Saturday when authorities
limited privileges for gang
leaders, including Aldo
Duppie, head of the Barrio
18 gang. Police and military
raids early Sunday freed all
hostages held at prison in
Escuintla. Retaliatory
attacks by gang members
followed, leaving 10 officers
wounded and one gang
member dead. Interior
Minister Marco Antonio
Villeda linked the Kkillings to
gang reprisals. President
Bernardo Arevalo
announced mourning, and
emphasised of not yielding
to criminal threats.

2025 minority incidents non- communal Bangladesh

NEW DELHI/DHAKA,
19 JAN

The interim government in
Bangladesh, led by Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus,
on Monday claimed that the
majority of incidents of Kkill-
ings and violence involving
minority communities in 2025
were ‘criminal in nature’ and
not driven by communal
motives.

The clarification came in a
statement issued by Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus’
Press Wing, days after India,
on 9 January, pressed Dhaka
to “swiftly and firmly” deal
with attacks on minorities in

® The clarification came in a statement issued days
after India, on 9 January, pressed Dhaka to “swiftly
and firmly” deal with attacks on minorities in B'desh

Bangladesh and described as
“troubling” the attempts to
attribute the incidents to
extraneous reasons.

Citing a yearlong review of
official police records, the
interim government said a
total of 645 incidents involving
minority communities were
recorded between January
and December 2025 across
Bangladesh.

“While every incident is a
matter of concern, the data

presents a clear and evi-
dence-based picture: the over-
whelming majority of cases
were criminal in nature rath-
er than communal,” it said.
The statement reiterated
that ensuring safety and jus-
tice for all citizens, including
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists,
Christians and people of other
beliefs, remains a constitu-
tional and moral obligation.
The statement came ahead of
the 12 February general elec-

UK PM: Trade war
in no one’s interest  due to Nobel snub’

Says island’s future belongs to Denmark

LONDON, 19 JAN

Amid US President Donald
Trump’s threats to impose
sweeping tariffs on Denmark
and other European allies
over Greenland, UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer on
Monday opposed using tariffs
against allies. “A trade war is
in no one’s interest,” Starmer
added.

At a press conference on
Greenland, Starmer empha-
sised that alliances are built
on respect and partnership,
not pressure, arguing that dis-
putes should be resolved
through calm dialogue rather
than tariffs against allies.

Trump warned that tariffs
could rise to 10 per cent from
1 February and 25 per cent
from 1 June if no deal was
reached, calling the move nec-
essary for national security
and saying it was “time for
Denmark to give back” after
years of US support.

Keir Starmer

“Any decision about the
future status of Greenland
belongs to the people of
Greenland and the Kingdom
of Denmark alone. That right
is fundamental, and we will
support it,” Starmer asserted.

He reaffirmed the UK’s sup-
port for Denmark, calling it a
close ally and a committed

In this screengrab provided by Guardia Civil, rescue workers at the scene
after a high speed train collision, in Spain, on Monday

HIGH-SPEED TRAINS COLLIDE IN
SOUTHERN SPAIN, AT LEAST 39 KILLED

MADRID, 19 JAN

A high-speed train derailed
and collided with an oncoming
train in southern Spain,
resulting in at least 39 fatali-
ties and numerous injuries,
officials reported.

The incident occurred on
Sunday evening when a train
travelling from Malaga to
Madrid derailed near Cordoba,
subsequently crashing into a
train coming from Madrid to
Huelva. Approximately 500
passengers were on board the
two trains during the acci-
dent.

Antonio Sanz, the health
minister for Andalusia, indi-
cated that there are concerns
the death toll could exceed 38,
as rescue operations continue.
He confirmed that 73 injured
passengers have been trans-
ported to six different hospi-
tals. “At least one passenger
carriage had rolled down a
four-metre slope,” he noted.

® Approximately 500 pas-
sengers were on board
the two trains during the
accident

Francisco Carmona, the fire-
fighter chief of Cordoba,
described the wreckage as
severely damaged, with four
cars off the track. “The situa-
tion at the crash site is very
serious,” stated Sanz. Civil
Protection chief Maria Belen
Moya Rojas added that rescu-
ers faced challenges reaching
the scene.

Local residents have been
assisting with blankets and
water for the victims. Spain’s
military emergency relief
units were deployed alongside
the Red Cross to support
healthcare officials. ADIF
announced that train services
between Madrid and
Andalucia would be suspend-
ed on Monday.

Japan PM dissolves Parl,
calls for snap elections

TOKYO, 19 JAN

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi on Monday
announced the dissolution of
the House of Representatives,
clearing the way for a snap
general election on the open-
ing day of the ordinary Diet
session, Kyodo News reported.

The decision, taken on
Friday, marks Takaichi’s first
major electoral gamble since
becoming Japan’s first
woman PM on 21
October.

At a press conference,
Takaichi said she
would seek a fresh man-
date and effectively |
staked her continua-
tion in office on
the election out-
come. Ruling
party leaders
said voting is

expected on 8 February, with
the official campaign begin-
ning 27 January.

The election will be the first
test of the Liberal Democratic
Party-led coalition formed a
day earlier with the Japan
Innovation Party. Takaichi
aims to capitalise on strong
cabinet approval ratings to
secure support for what she
calls a “responsible yet aggres-
sive” fiscal policy approach.
The snap poll comes less
than 18 months after the
October 2024 lower
house election. While
Diet members serve
four-year terms,
Japan’s constitution
! allows early dissolu-
~ tion. Opposition
o~ parties criti-
cised the move
as politically
. driven.

® Starmer emphasised
that alliances are built
on respect and partner-
ship, not pressure,
arguing that disputes
should be resolved
through calm dialogue
rather than tariffs
against allies

— .

NATO member that has made
significant sacrifices along-
side its partners.

Starmer further emphasised
the importance of Greenland’s
security, saying, “The securi-
ty of Greenland matters, as
climate change reshapes the
Arctic. As sea routes open and
strategic competition intensi-
fies, the High North will
require collective defence.
The United States will be cen-
tral to that effort, and the UK
stands ready to contribute
through NATO.”

H

tions in Bangladesh, amid the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) apprehensions about
holding free and fair elections
in the country by the Election
Commission.

BNP secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir urged
the Chief Election
Commissioner AMM Nasir
Uddin on Sunday to work with
“complete impartiality” in the
conduct of polls. “However, we
are now observing certain
issues where arrangements
appear biased, and conduct
raises concerns. We have
urged the commission to act
with complete impartiality,”
he said.

Police try to stop Vishwa Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal activists as they
protest outside the High Commission in Bangladesh

‘Greenland threat

Trump writes he s not ‘obligated to peace’

WASHINGTON DC, 19 JAN

A letter shared by PBS News
correspondent Nick Schifrin
explicitly links US President
Donald Trump’s security
interests and the Nobel Peace
Prize to American control of
Greenland.

Addressing Norwegian
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Stere, Trump asserts that
Norway’s failure to award
him the Peace Prize has
altered his approach to global
affairs and alliance politics.

The letter begins with
Trump expressing resent-
ment over not winning the
Nobel Peace Prize, which is
awarded by a committee
appointed by Norway’s parlia-
ment, with Trump telling
Stere that because the prize
was not awarded to him, “I
(Trump) no longer feel an
obligation to think of Peace,
but can now think about what
is good for America.”

Pro-Greenland protesters at a rally, another mocks Trump’s MAGA slogan
with ‘Make America Go Away’ cap

The message then turns
towards Greenland, the auton-
omous territory of Denmark
that Trump has said the US
must acquire. Trump ques-
tions Denmark’s legal claim to
the island saying, “Denmark
cannot protect Greenland
from Russia or China, and
why do they have a ‘right of
ownership’ anyway?”

Trump then ties the acquisi-

tion to NATO burden-sharing,
framing his demand as a
deserved reciprocal obliga-
tion from European allies. “I
have done more for NATO
than any other person... now,
NATO should do something
for the US,” Trump wrote.

He added: “The World is not
secure unless we have
Complete and Total Control
of Greenland. “

Hackers air Pahlavi on Iran channels

DUBAI 19 JAN

Hackers disrupted Iranian
state television on Monday
amid nationwide protests,
briefly airing footage backing
exiled crown prince Reza
Pahlavi and urging security
forces not to “point your weap-
ons at the people”.

The intrusion hit several sat-
ellite channels of state broad-

MINNEAPOLIS, 19 JAN

The US Department of
Justice said Sunday it is
investigating protesters in
Minnesota who disrupted a
church service at Cities
Church in St. Paul, where a
local Immigration and
Customs Enforcement offi-
cial is listed as a pastor.

A livestreamed video
shared by Black Lives
Matter Minnesota shows
demonstrators interrupting
the service, chanting “ICE
out” and “Justice for Renee
Good,” referring to the
37-year-old mother fatally
shot by an ICE agent in
Minneapolis earlier this
month amid heightened
immigration enforcement.

Protesters allege Pastor

the White House.

‘60 Minutes’ airs previously
pulled Don deportation report

CBS’s ‘60 Minutes’ aired on Sunday a report on
Trump administration deportations that had
been abruptly pulled a month earlier, sparking
claims of political pressure. The segment
examined migrants sent to El Salvador’s
CECQT prison and included statements from

Reza Pahlavi

DOJ probes protest disrupting
church linked to ICE official

Jake Lang, (centre), who organised the protest, clutches his head as he
leaves the rally near Minneapolis City Hall, on Saturday

David Easterwood also leads
the ICE St. Paul field office

overseeing controversial
operations.
Assistant Attorney

General Harmeet Dhillon
said DOJ is examining pos-
sible federal civil rights vio-

Trump-approved Al voice

used in new Fannie Mae ad

An advertisement for Fannie Mae features an
Al-generated voice resembling President
Donald Trump, disclosed by a disclaimer and
used with his permission. The narration pro-
motes an “all new Fannie Mae” as housing
affordability dominates the administration’s
agenda. The spot was aired Sunday.

POST 1-CHILD POLICY

caster Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting, showing
Pahlavi and images of police,
while claiming without evi-
dence that some officers had
laid down arms.

“I have a special message for
the military. You are the
national army of Iran, not the
Islamic Republic army,”
Pahlavi said. “You have a duty
to protect your own lives. Join

lations “by these people des-
ecrating a house of wor-
ship,” adding, “A house of
worship is not a public
forum for your protest.”
Attorney General Bondi said
any federal law violations
would be prosecuted.

China’s population falls as births drop 17%

BEIJING, 19 JAN

China’s  population has
declined for a fourth consecu-
tive year, with births in 2025
falling to a record low, accord-
ing to the National Bureau of
Statistics.

Births dropped 17 per cent
year-on-year from 9.54 million
in 2024 to 7.92 million, nearly
10 million fewer than a decade
ago.

The figure marks China’s
lowest birth count since 1949
and follows its loss of status as
the world’s most populous
country to India in 2023.

75713,1.

The demographic downturn
is compounded by rising
deaths and rapid ageing.
About 11.31 million people
died in 2025, among the high-
est tolls in five decades.

Citizens aged 60 and above
now account for over 23 per

cent of the population, or
roughly 323 million, a number
projected to exceed 400 million
by 2035.

The crisis is widely attribut-
ed to China’s decades-long
one-child policy, scrapped in
2016 amid economic warnings.

Authorities have since intro-
duced pro-birth measures,
including annual childcare
subsidies of up to 10,800 yuan

(Rs 1.41 lakh) per child.
China Population
Association vice-president

Yuan Xin linked the record
low births to a sharp decline
in marriages.

the people as soon as possi-
ble.”

Videos circulated on social
media platforms outside Iran,
likely shared via Starlink to
bypass internet restrictions,
and were also distributed by
Pahlavi’s campaign. Iran’s
crackdown has killed at least
3,919 people, according to the
Human Rights Activists News
Agency.

People celebrate as Syrian govern-
ment take control of the town from
the Democratic Forces

Syria govt takes
control after heavy
fighting with SDF

DAMASCUS, 19 JAN

The Syrian government
announced a ceasefire with
the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) on
Saturday, ending days of fight-
ing and effectively closing the
chapter on Kurdish-led auton-

omy.

Mediated by US Special
Envoy Tom Barrack, the deal
restores Damascus’s authority
across all of Syria and inte-
grates the US-backed SDF into
the national army.

The agreement follows two
weeks of clashes after talks on
merging the SDF collapsed
last year, despite the removal
of Bashar al-Assad in
December 2024 and the rise of
President Ahmed al-Sharaa.
Government forces advanced
rapidly, capturing Tabqa, the
Euphrates Dam and key oil
and gas fields in Ragga and
Deir Az Zor.

Under the 14-point deal, the
state regains control of Raqqa,
Hasakah and Deir Az Zor,
including borders, prisons
and energy assets. SDF units
will be dissolved, with fighters
absorbed individually into
defence and interior minis-
tries, while non-Syrian mem-
bers linked to the PKK must
leave.

In return, Damascus issued
concessions, recognising
Kurdish rights, language and
holidays, restoring citizenship
to stateless Kurds and allow-
ing Kurdish participation in
governance. The US called the
pact a “pivotal moment” for
unity.
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CUBBON PARK
BLOOMS

Colourful blooms create a
cheerful spectacle for visitors
at Cubbon Park in Bengaluru
on Monday, as rosea, fiery red
gulmohar, bright yellow
tabebuia argentea and trees
burst into full bloom, lending a
vibrant spring charm to the
City’s green heart

Mid-day meal cooks protest
Rs 66 pay/day In Raipur

t’s been 22 days since thou-
Isands of mid-day meal

cooks, mostly women, have
been protesting in
Chhattisgarh capital Raipur,
demanding a hike in their
daily wages from Rs 66 to over
Rs 400.

Nearly 95 per cent of the pro-
testers are women, many from
rural and tribal areas, who
say their labour keeps class-
rooms running, even as their
own households remain on the
brink.

These cooks, the key work-
force behind one of the gov-
ernment’s ambitious nutrition
schemes, have been protesting
under the banner of the

‘Chhattisgarh School
Madhyanh Bhojan Rasoiya
Sanyukta Sangh’.

“Why is the government
playing with our lives?” asked
Savita Manikpuri (38), who
travelled from Kanker district
to join the agitation.

A cook since 2011 at a gov-
ernment middle school in
Dudhawa village, Manikpuri
recalled starting on a monthly
honorarium of Rs 1,000, later
raised to Rs 2,000 during the
previous Congress govern-
ment.

“Governments change, but
our situation doesn’t. How do
we survive on Rs 66 a day?”
she asked while talking to PTI
on Monday.

“l have two children. My
daughter has finished school,
but I can’t afford to send her to
college. My son is in Class 11.
They have dreams. I don’t
know how to fulfil them,” she
said.

Meghraj Baghel (45), the pro-
testing association’s secre-
tary, said around 87,000 cooks
work under the mid-day meal
scheme in the state, and since
December 29, they have been
on an indefinite strike, a move
he claimed has disrupted meal
services in several schools.

Groups of cooks arrive in
batches from different dis-
tricts, stay for a few days, and
then return home, replaced by
others. On any given day, 6,000
to 7,000 cooks sit in protest, he
claimed.

Baghel said he has been asso-

Nearly 95 per cent of the protesters are women, many from rural and tribal areas, who say their labour keeps
classrooms running, even as their own households remain on the brink

ciated with the scheme since
its launch in October 1995.

“We began at Rs 15 per day.
After 30 years, we are still at
Rs 66. Our demand is simple -
pay us the collector rate,
around Rs 440 per day,” he
said.

Baghel claimed the state gov-
ernment has done nothing for
the cooks.

They are paying monthly
wages of only Rs 2,000, that too
for 10 months in a year. In
contrast, cooks in other states
receive significantly higher
wages for the same work- Rs

21,000 per month in
Puducherry, Rs 12,000 in
Kerala, Rs 6,000 in

Lakshadweep, Rs 4,000 each in
Madhya Pradesh and Haryana,
he said.

Baghel said that given the
crushing inflation, it is becom-
ing increasingly difficult for
them to make ends meet.

Beyond wages, the cooks say
their jobs are precarious.

“When schools are merged,
or student strength declines,
cooks are often removed. We
have given our entire lives to
this work. If a school closes,

where do we go?” Baghel
asked, demanding that they be
given alternative employment
within the government setup.

Another protester,
Bhuneshwari Markam (40)
from Mathuradih village of
Dhamtari district, has been
cooking mid-day meals for 15
years.

“We reach school for work
by 9 am and leave after 3 pm.
Cooking, serving, washing
utensils - it takes five to six
hours. Yet the government
says we work only two hours,”
she rued.

Markam’s family depends on
her income and her labourer
husband’s daily wages.

“We don’t have farmland.
This is our main source of
income. We feed other people’s
children, but we cannot prop-
erly feed our own. Education,
clothes, even basic needs are a
struggle,” she added.

Many women at the protest
site spoke of long-term health
problems due to smoke, as in
rural areas, meals are often
prepared on firewood stoves
due to the unavailability of
cooking gas cylinders.

The women said they will
continue to stage the protest
until the government listens
to their demands.

Pramod Ray, the associa-
tion’s media in-charge, who
works as a cook at a school in
Nawagaon village of Bemetara
district, also highlighted the
health hazards faced by cooks,
especially in rural areas
where food is still prepared on
firewood stoves due to the
unavailability of cooking gas.

“Many suffer from eye prob-
lems and respiratory illnesses.
My mother, who earlier
worked as a mid-day meal
cook, has been suffering from
a heart-related ailment and
has been under treatment for
6-7 years. In the rainy season,
the work conditions worsen.
Despite years of service, we
are treated like bonded labour-
ers,” he claimed. The state
education department offi-
cials could not be contacted
for a response despite repeat-
ed attempts. State Congress
chief Dipak Baij visited the
protest site on Monday and
extended support to the

demands of the cooks.

‘Billionaires have 4,000 times
more chance at politics’

s the rich and power-

ful from across the

world start filling
snow-clad lanes here, a new
study said billionaires are
4,000 times more likely to
hold any political office
than ordinary people.

It also said their wealth
jumped three times faster in
2025 than the past-five-year
average to a record high of
$18.3 trillion. In Indian cur-
rency, it translates to more
than Rs 1,660 lakh crore.

Hours before the 56th
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2026 begins
in this Swiss ski resort
town, rights group Oxfam
International released its
own annual inequality
report to highlight that the
ever-deepening wealth
divide was also sparking
dangerous political inequal-
ity.

The meeting is being
attended by over 3,000 glob-
al leaders, including more
than 60 heads of state or
government, as part of an
over 400-strong political
leadership presence in this
small town in the Alps.

Oxfam International said
the Dbillionaire wealth
jumped by over 16 per cent
in 2025, while it has
increased by 81 per cent
since 2020.

“This comes as one in four
people don’t regularly have
enough to eat, and nearly
half the world’s population
live in poverty,” it added.

The report, titled
‘Resisting the Rule of the
Rich: Protecting Freedom
from Billionaire Power’,
analysed how the super-rich
were securing political
power to shape the rules of
our economies and societies
for their own gain and the
detriment of the rights and
freedoms of people around
the world.

Oxfam said the surge in
billionaire wealth coincided
with the US Trump admin-
istration pursuing a pro-bil-
lionaire agenda, as it has
slashed taxes for the super-
rich, undermined global
efforts to tax large corpora-
tions, reversed attempts to
address monopoly power
and contributed to the
growth of Al-related stocks
that have provided a boon to
super-rich investors world-
wide.

Trump is among the top
global leaders attending the
WEF. Oxfam said the Trump
presidency has sent a clear
warning sign to the rest of
the world about the power
of the ultra-rich and rising
oligarchy, which is under-
mining societies worldwide
rather than being solely a
US phenomenon.

It said the collective
wealth of billionaires last
year surged by $2.5 trillion,
almost equivalent to the
total wealth held by the bot-
tom half of humanity, or
about 4.1 billion people.

This increase itself would
be enough to eradicate
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Oxfam said the billionaire wealth jumped by over 16 per cent in 2025,
while it has increased by 81 per cent since 2020

extreme poverty 26 times
over, it pointed out.

The number of billion-
aires topped 3,000 last year
for the first time, while the
richest, Elon Musk, became
the first ever to surpass half
a trillion dollars.

“The widening gap
between the rich and the
rest is, at the same time,
creating a political deficit
that is highly dangerous
and unsustainable,” Oxfam
Executive Director Amitabh
Behar said. It cited a ‘World
Values Survey’ of 66 coun-
tries that found that almost
half of all people polled say
that the rich often buy elec-
tions in their country.

Billions of people are
being left facing avoidable
hardships of poverty, hun-
ger and death from prevent-
able diseases because the
system is rigged against
them, while one in four peo-
ple worldwide face food
insecurity, having to regu-
larly skip meals, Oxfam
said. It further said civil lib-
erties and political rights
are being rolled back and
suppressed, while last year
there were more than 142
significant anti-government
protests across 68 countries,
which authorities typically
met with violence.

“Being economically poor
creates hunger. Being politi-
cally poor creates anger,”
Behar said.

The chances of democrat-
ic backsliding through, for
example, the erosion of the
rule of law or the under-
mining of elections, are
seven times more likely in

highly unequal countries,
the Oxfam report said.

Oxfam further said gov-
ernments are allowing the
super-rich to dominate
media and social media
companies, as billionaires
own more than half the
world’s largest media com-
panies and all the main
social media companies.

It cited Jeff Bezos’ pur-
chase of the Washington
Post, Elon Musk with X,
Patrick Soon-Shiong with
the Los Angeles Times and a
billionaire consortium buy-
ing large shares of The
Economist.

In France, Far-Right bil-
lionaire Vincent Bollore
now controls CNews,
rebranding it as the French
equivalent of Fox News. In
the UK, three-quarters of
newspaper circulation is
controlled by four super-
rich families.

The report further flagged
that only 27 per cent of top
editors globally are female
and just 23 per cent belong
to racialised groups.

Oxfam called on govern-
ments to prioritise realistic
and time-bound National
Inequality Reduction Plans,
effectively taxing the super-
rich to reduce their power,
and ensuring stronger fire-
walls between wealth and
politics. It also sought
accountability for political
empowerment of ordinary
citizens, including stronger
protection for people’s free-
doms of association, assem-
bly and expression and for
civil society organisations
and trade unions.
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Nadda ends tenure with strong legacy

Nabin rose through the ranks

LA at 26 and BJP pres-
ident at 45, Nitin
Nabin’s ascent has

been nothing short of story-
book. Elected unopposed on
Monday as BJP’s youngest
National President, his eleva-
tion signals a clear genera-
tional shift as the party looks
to further consolidate its grip
on national politics.

A low-profile but seasoned
leader, Nabin is a five-term
MLA from Bihar and the
state’s Public Works
Department minister. He was
appointed BJP working presi-
dent on 14 December, a move
that ended prolonged specula-
tion over who would succeed
veteran JP Nadda and sur-
prised political circles amid
buzz of differences between
the BJP and its ideological
mentor, RSS, over the appoint-
ment. The unassuming lead-
er, who now has the task of
steering the party through a
packed electoral calendar,
including Assembly elections
in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Assam due in April, has hit
the ground running. The first
BJP chief from Bihar, Nabin
has toured several states
since his appointment, deliv-
ering a sharp and direct mes-
sage to party workers.

“Politics is not a 100m race
but a long marathon. It is not
a test of speed but of patience
and stamina,” he has repeat-
edly told cadres. In Bihar, he
urged workers to think

'“hh

BJP National Workmg President Nitin Nabin addresses the beneficiaries of
VB G-RAM-G Scheme on 11 January

beyond immediate electoral
gains. “We have to unfurl
bhagwa from panchayat to
Parliament... unlike part-time
politician Rahul Gandhi, who
comes during polls and goes
to Germany for holidays,” he
said.

The upcoming state elec-
tions will be a crucial test for
Nabin, who rose through the
ranks of the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha, to prove
his mettle as the organisa-
tional head of the party pyra-
mid.

Nabin entered mainstream
politics in 2006 after the death
of his father, Navin Kishore
Sinha, a veteran BJP leader
with close RSS ties. Forced to
leave his studies midway, he

was initially seen as an out-
sider. Two decades on, he is
regarded as a grounded organ-
isation man.

Now 45, Nabin has won five
consecutive elections from the
Bankipur seat, often by huge
margins. He impressed the
central leadership as BJP
co-in-charge of the 2023
Chhattisgarh Assembly elec-
tions, where the party scored
a surprise win, and repeated
the success in the Lok Sabha
polls, winning 10 of 11 seats in
the state. He joins a distin-
guished line of BJP presi-

dents, from Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and LK Advani to
Amit Shah, succeeding

Nadda, who held the post
since 2020.

fter Jagat Prakash

Nadda took over as the

BJP’s 11th national
president six years ago, rising
steadily through the ranks
over a period of three decades,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had expressed confi-
dence that the party would
scale new heights under his
leadership.

True to that trust, Nadda
delivered a notable legacy,
leading the party as it consoli-
dated strongholds and expand-
ed its footprint despite occa-
sional setbacks, before hand-
ing over the baton to his suc-
cessor Nitin Nabin, elected
unopposed as the new BJP
Chief on Monday.

During his tenure, the BJP
secured a series of wins in the
assembly polls. While the
party  wrested Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan from the Congress,
it ended Naveen Patnaik’s
24-year rule as Odisha chief
minister by decimating the
BJD in the assembly elections.

Under Nadda’s stewardship,
the BJP also returned to power
in Delhi in 2025 after more
than 26 years by inflicting a
crushing defeat on the Arvind
Kejriwal-led AAP in the
assembly polls.

The BJP stormed to power in
Haryana for a third consecu-
tive term and pulled off a stun-
ning performance in
Maharashtra, winning a

Union Minister and BJP National President JP Nadda arrives at party head-
quarters for the election of BJP’s new National President

record number of seats and
propelling ruling Mahayuti to
a landslide victory.

The NDA’s thumping victory
in the Bihar assembly polls
towards the end of 2025 consol-
idated the BJP’s electoral
dominance under Nadda’s
watch after the BJP’s under-
whelming performance in the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

When Nadda assumed the
party’s reins on 20 January,
2020, the BJP was in power in
15 states, with its chief minis-
ters in just seven. Today, the
party holds power in 20 states
and Union Territories along-
side its partners in the NDA,
and has its chief ministers in
14 of them.

Nadda’s ability to deliver
these results stems from a
long journey rooted in his
early political activism and
years of experience in build-
ing, managing and running
political structures.

Born to Krishna and Narain
Lall Nadda in a Brahmin fami-
ly on 2 December, 1960, Nadda
did his schooling from St
Xavier’s school in Patna and
earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Patna University.

Nadda’s journey so far has
been a striking testament to
discipline, conviction and
unwavering dedication to pub-
lic life, according to BJP lead-
ers. He was just 15 when he
participated in a relay fast in a

movement spearheaded by Jai
Prakash Narayan against the
then Congress chief minister
of Bihar Abdul Gafur.

In 1991, Nadda became the
national president of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) and came in
touch with the then BJP chief
Murli Manohar Joshi.

Nadda won the assembly
election from the Bilaspur
seat, contesting on the BJP
ticket, and became the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Himachal Pradesh Legislative
Assembly in 1993. He was
re-elected from the seat in 1998
and became a cabinet minister
in the BJP government for the
first time.

In 2010, the BJP appointed
Nadda as the party’s national
general secretary after Nitin
Gadkari took over as the BJP
chief. When Amit Shah took
the reins of BJP as its national
president in 2014, Nadda was
also made a member of the
party’s parliamentary board,
the highest decision-making
body of the organisation.
Nadda eventually took over as
BJP chief in 2020.

After BJP-led NDA returned
to power for a third consecu-
tive term under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership in 2024, Nadda was
appointed as Union minister
for Health and Family Welfare
as well as Chemicals and
Fertilisers.
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Rupee ends 14P
lower at 90.92
against USD

MUMBAI, 19 JAN

The rupee breached the
91-a-dollar mark for the sec-
ond time in a month before
ending 14 paise down at
90.92 (provisional) against
the greenback on Monday,
as renewed concerns over
global trade uncertainties
accelerated foreign fund
withdrawal. Despite weak
American currency and
lower crude oil prices, sell-
ing pressure in domestic
equities pushed the Indian
currency downward, forex
analysts said.At the inter-
bank foreign exchange, the
rupee opened at 90.68 and
slid past the crucial 91.01
against the greenback. It
finally settled 14 paise lower
at 90.92 (provisional)
against the dollar, just 1
paise above its record low
closing level. On Friday, the
rupee crashed 44 paise to
settle near its lowest level
at 90.78 against the US dol-
lar, after losing 17 paise in
the preceding two sessions.
The dollar index, which
measures the greenback’s
strength against six curren-
cies, traded 0.23 per cent
lower at 98.97.

Tech Mahindra
shares rise by 4%
post Dec earnings

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Shares of IT services firm
Tech Mahindra rose nearly 4
per cent on Monday after
the company reported a
14.11 per cent increase in net
profit for the December
quarter of FY26. The stock
advanced 3.80 per cent to
Rs 1,734.05 on the BSE and
3.85 per cent to Rs 1,734.90
on the NSE. The results
were announced after mar-
ket hours on Friday. The
Mahindra Group Company
posted a profit of Rs 1,122
crore, compared with Rs
983.2 crore in the year-ago
period. Revenue from oper-
ations increased to Rs
14,393 crore from Rs 13,286
crore a year earlier. During
the quarter, Tech Mahindra
secured new deals worth
USD 1.096 billion. CEO and
MD Mohit Joshi said the
deal pipeline remains robust
across all geographies and
verticals.

BHEL’s Q3 profit
surges threefold
to Rs 390 crore

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Bharat Heavy Electricals

Ltd (BHEL) on Monday post-
ed a three-fold jump in con-
solidated net profit to Rs
390.40 crore for the
December quarter, mainly
due to increased revenues
from key sectors. The com-
pany had clocked a net
profit of Rs 134.70 crore in
the October-December peri-
od of the preceding 2024-
25 fiscal, as per an exchange
filing. BHEL’s total income
rose 18 per cent to Rs
8,691.85 crore during the
third quarter from Rs 7,385
crore in the year-ago period.
From the power segment,
the company earned a reve-
nue of Rs 6,322.36 crore
compared to Rs 5,588.45
crore a year ago. BHEL
achieved a revenue of Rs
2,150.74 crore in October-
December, up from Rs
1,688.64 crore in the year-
ago period.

Govt partially lifts
ban on export
of wheat flour

NEW DELH]I, 19 JAN

The government has per-
mitted the export of up to
five lakh metric tonnes
(LMT) of wheat flour and
related products, partially
easing a ban that has been
in place since 2022. The
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) said
in a notification dated 16
January, that exports will
remain prohibited beyond
this quantity. Exporters
must obtain prior authorisa-
tion from the DGFT. The
first round of applications
will be accepted from 21
January to 31 January,
2026. Thereafter, applica-
tions will be invited during
the last ten days of each
month until the permitted
export quantity is fully allo-
cated. Each export authori-
sation will be valid for a
period of six months from
the date of issue. Eligible
applicants include flour
mills and processing units
having valid Import Export
Code (IEC) and FSSAI
licences operating as manu-
facturer-exporters.

timent,
Sensex declined 324.17 points,
or 0.39 per cent, to settle at
83,246.18. During the day, it
tumbled 672.04 points, or 0.80
per cent, to 82,898.31.

IMF UPGRADES 2026
WORLD ECONOMY
OUTLOOK 10 3.3%

WASHINGTON, 19 JAN

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Shares of Reliance Industries
Ltd declined 3 per cent on
Monday after the firm report-
ed almost a flat net profit of Rs
18,645 crore for the third quar-
ter, as a decline in gas produc-
tion and weakness in its retail
business offset gains in other
segments.

The blue-chip stock edged

lower by 3.04 per cent to settle
at Rs 1,413.25 on the BSE.
During the day, it dropped 3.72
per cent to Rs 1,403.30.

At the NSE, the stock went

down by 3 per cent to end at Rs
1,413.60. During the day, it
slipped 3.74 per cent to Rs
1,403.30.

The company’s market valu-

ation eroded by Rs 60,016.51
crore to Rs 19,12,476.70 crore.

The heavyweight stock was

the biggest laggard among the
30-share BSE Sensex firms.

Decline in the stock was a

major contributor in dragging
the markets
30-share BSE Sensex declined
324.17 points or 0.39 per cent to

lower. The

settle at 83,246.18. The 50-share
NSE Nifty declined 108.85
points or 0.42 per cent to
25,585.50.

Reliance Industries’ Q3 earn-
ings were announced on
Friday post-market hours.

The country’s largest con-
glomerate saw muted earn-
ings growth in the retail busi-
ness on GST rate rationalisa-
tion, demerger of consumer
product business and distribu-
tion of festive buying split

Markets succumb to selling

pressure amid weak global cues

MUMBAI, 19 JAN

Stock market benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty ended lower
on Monday, tracking deep
losses in
Reliance Industries, Eternal,
and ICICI Bank amid rising

heavyweights

geopolitical tensions and
renewed global tariff con-
cerns.

Besides, subdued quarterly

results, ongoing weakness in
the rupee and unabated flight
of foreign capital from Indian
equities also made investors
jittery, traders said.

Amid cautious investor sen-
the 30-share BSE

A total of 3,074 stocks

declined, while 1,227 advanced
and 182 remained unchanged
on the BSE.

The 50-share NSE Nifty

An unexpectedly sturdy world
economy is likely to shrug off
US President Donald Trump’s
protectionist trade policies
this year, thanks partly to a
surge of investment in artifi-
cial
America
International Monetary Fund
said in a report out Monday.

The global funding organisa-
tion expects global growth to
be 3.3 per cent this year, same
as in 2025 but up from the 3.1
per cent it had forecast for
2026.

The world economy ‘“shows
resilience despite US-led trade
disruptions,” IMF economists
wrote in a blog post accompa-
nying the latest update in the
fund’s
Outlook.

intelligence in North
and Asia, the

World Economic

declined 108.85 points, or 0.42
per cent, to 25,585.50.

Despite a weak start, buying
interest emerged at lower lev-
els, helping the indices to
stage a modest recovery.

“Indian equity markets trad-
ed in a narrow range with a
cautious undertone, as tar-
iff-related concerns and geopo-
litical uncertainties kept glob-
al investors on edge. Fresh
threats from US President
Donald Trump over additional
tariffs on select European

Asus has announced it will
pause all phone launches
in 2026, effectively shelv-
ing its popular ROG Phone
and ZenFone series as it
pivots towards artificial
intelligence and commer-
cial computing solutions.
During a recent event in
Taipei, the company’s
chairman discussed the
decision to shift focus
away from smartphones in
favour of Al-centric sys-
tems, robotics, and auto-
mated computing devices.
The shift in strategy aligns
with a broader trend
among tech giants reas-
sessing their business

Asus halts phone launches,
focuses on AI PCs

TAIPEI 19 JAN

countries triggered a global
risk-off mood, which weighed
on domestic sentiment.

Eternal, Titan, Adani Ports,
Tata Consultancy Services
and UltraTech Cement were
also among the laggards.

However, InterGlobe
Aviation, Tech Mahindra,
Hindustan Unilever and Bajaj
Finance were among the gain-
ers. While the BSE smallcap
gauge dropped 1.28 per cent,
the midcap index dipped 0.43
per cent.

models in light of increas-
ing Al demand. Asus plans
to invest in Al servers that
will support various Al
models, believing that
these systems will drive
future growth more effec-
tively than smartphone
sales.

While the company is
stepping back from the
mobile market, it reas-
sured existing customers
that service and updates
for current ROG Phone
and ZenFone models will
continue. With a strong
presence in the PC seg-
ment, Asus aims to remain
relevant by catering to the
demand for Al-compatible
hardware.

Reliance shares fall 3% post
Q3 earnings announcement

The firm reported a flat net profit of Rs 18,645 crore in Q3

® Shares of Reliance
Industries Ltd declined
3 per cent on Monday
after the firm reported
almost a flat net profit of
Rs 18,645 crore for the
third quarter, as a
decline in gas produc-
tion and weakness in its
retail business offset
gains in other seg-
ments. The blue-chip
stock edged lower by
3.04 per cent

between two quarters. This
offset healthy margins, driv-
ing energy and digital busi-
nesses.

Its consolidated net profit of
Rs 18,645 crore, or Rs 13.78 per
share, in October-December -
the third quarter of the cur-
rent 2025-26 fiscal year - com-
pared to Rs 18,540 crore, or Rs
13.70 per share a year back,
according to a company state-
ment.

7% PROFIT DECLINE

Wipro shares tank
nearly 10% after
profits fall in Q3

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Shares of IT services major
Wipro tanked nearly 10 per
cent on Monday after the firm
reported a 7 per cent decline in
consolidated net profit in the
third quarter of FY26.

The stock tumbled 9.54 per
cent to Rs 241.75 on the BSE.

At the NSE, it dropped sharp-
ly by 9.68 per cent to Rs 241.55.

The company’s earnings
were announced post-market
hours on Friday.

Wipro on Friday reported a 7
per cent decline in consolidat-
ed net profit to Rs 3,119 crore
in the third quarter of FY26,
weighed down by one-off
restructuring charges and
labour code implementations.

The Bengaluru-
headquartered company had
posted a net profit (attribut-
able to equity holders of the
company) of Rs 3,353.8 crore in
the year-ago period.

Wipro recorded a one-time
provisional impact of Rs 302.8
crore from the implementa-
tion of the new labour codes.

Wipro’s larger peers -- TCS,
Infosys, and HCLTech -- have
also taken significant hits
from the new labour codes in
their Q3 FY26 earnings.

The October-December quar-
ter also witnessed a one-time
cost impact of Rs 263 crore for
Wipro on account of a
now-completed restructuring
exercise.

Bharat Coking Coal shares
skyrocket 77% on mkt debut

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Shares of Bharat Coking Coal
Ltd on Monday made a bumper
stock market debut and ended
with a premium of nearly 77
per cent, commanding a mar-
ket valuation of Rs 18,935
crore.

The stock was listed at Rs
45.21, a steep premium of 96.56
per cent from the issue price
of Rs 23 on the BSE. Later, it
ended at Rs 40.66, reflecting a
surge of 76.78 per cent.

At the NSE, the stock made

SILVER AND GOLD
SCALE FRESH
RECORD HIGHS

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Silver prices surged Rs 10,000
on Monday to breach the
record Rs 3 lakh-per-kilogram
mark in the national capital,
driven by strong demand in
domestic and global markets,
according to marketmen.

The white metal traded at Rs
3,02,600 per kilogram on
Monday against the previous
closing level of Rs 2,92,600 per
kg.

Gold prices also witnessed
robust gains in the local bul-
lion market and scaled a fresh
record. The yellow metal
climbed Rs 1,900 to Rs 1,48,100
per 10 grams (inclusive of all
taxes). It had finished at Rs
1,46,200 per 10 grams on
Friday. —PTI
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Bharat Coking Coal Limited

its market debut at Rs 45, up
95.65 per cent. Shares of the
firm ended at Rs 40.58, regis-
tering a jump of 76.43 per cent.

The company’s market valu-
ation stood at Rs 18,935.36
crore.

The sharp jump in the stock
came on a day when the equity
markets faced selling pres-
sure. The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 324.17 points or 0.39
per cent to settle at 83,246.18.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 108.85 points or 0.42
per cent to 25,585.50.

The initial public offering of
Bharat Coking Coal Ltd was
subscribed to a massive 146.81
times on the final day of bid-
ding on Tuesday last week, led
by heavy investors’ participa-
tion.

ICICI Bank shares down
over 2% post Q3 earnings

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Shares of ICICI Bank on
Monday ended over 2 per cent
lower after the private sector
lender said its consolidated
net profit for the December
2025 quarter declined 2.68 per
cent.

The stock dipped 2.26 per
cent to settle at Rs 1,379.80 on
the BSE. During the day, it
declined 3.65 per cent to Rs
1,360 apiece.

At the NSE, the stock edged
lower by 2.14 per cent to close
at Rs 1,380.60. During the day,
it dropped by 3.60 per cent to
Rs 1,360 per share.

The company’s market valu-
ation eroded by Rs 22,566.78
crore to Rs 9,86,857.93 crore.

The decline in the stock was
a major drag on the equity

markets on Monday.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 324.17 points or 0.39
per cent to settle at 83,246.18.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
declined 108.85 points or 0.42
per cent to 25,585.50. The com-
pany’s earnings were
announced on Saturday.

It had posted a consolidated
net profit of Rs 12,883.37 crore
for October-December period
in 2024 and Rs 13,537.06 crore
July-September quarter of
this fiscal.

FY26 GDP growth of 7.3 pc to help
boost household income: Moody’s

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

Moody’s Ratings on Monday
projected India’s economy to
grow by 7.3 per cent in the
current financial year, saying
strong expansion will raise
household incomes and boost
demand for insurance prod-
ucts.

In a report on India’s insur-
ance sector, Moody’s said sus-
tained economic growth, ris-
ing digitisation, tax changes
and planned reforms in the
state-owned insurance sector

‘RESILIENCE MUST FOR GROWTH’

are set to drive solid premium
growth and improve the indus-
try’s currently weak profit-
ability.

Moody’s expects GDP growth
of 7.3 per cent in FY2025 (year
ending March 2026), up from

6.5 per cent in the previous
year. In 2024-25, GDP per capi-
ta rose 8.2 per cent year on
year to USD 11,176.

The agency said strong eco-
nomic momentum helped total
insurance premium revenue
rise 17 per cent to Rs 10.9 lakh
crore during April-November
2025-26, with health insurance
premiums growing 14 per cent
and new life business premi-
ums climbing 20 per cent. This
marked acceleration from
2024-25, when premiums grew
7 per cent.

Global supply chains enter era of structural volatility: WEF

DAVOS, 19 JAN

Global supply chains have
entered an era of structural
volatility, forcing companies
and governments to re-evalu-
ate how and where they
invest and produce, a new
report said on Monday.

According to the report by
the World Economic Forum
(WEF), three in four business
leaders are now prioritising
resilience as a driver of
growth.

The report, released ahead
of its annual meeting 2026
here, said this volatility
reflects a fundamental rewir-
ing of global value chains,
driven by geopolitics, indus-
trial policy, the energy tran-

sition and
acceleration.

In 2025 alone, the escalation

technological

of tariffs between major econ-
omies reshuffled more than
USD 400 billion in global

trade flows, while disrup-
tions across major shipping
routes pushed container
shipping costs up by 40 per
cent on year-on-year basis,
signalling a decisive move
away from short-term shocks
towards enduring uncertain-
ty.
The study cited a use case
from India on Tamil Nadu’s
stable and predictable invest-
ment climate, saying the
state has become one of
India’s most reliable indus-
trial destinations with politi-
cal stability, consistent regu-
lation, tailored incentives,
strong infrastructure and
skilled talent.

The scale of the shift is
already evident.

Top expert says India
on right track with Al

It’s time to embrace Al or die, be it individuals, corporates or
governments, and India appears to be on the right track
with artificial intelligence, says Jack Hidary CEO of
SandboxAQ, Offering huge potential for Indian companies
to scale up to global levels, he says that it was born at
Google’s Alphabet Inc as a moonshot unit and is now an
independent and influential entity. Hidary launched a sand-
box or research group on Al and quantum technologies at
Alphabet in 2016, which was spun off into an independent
company in 2022. Sandbox typically refers to a secure and
live testing environment and draws its name from a child’s
sandbox, where children can build, experiment with or even
destroy sand formations without causing any damage to

the real world.
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Aus vs Pak
Cummins, Maxwell
& Hazlewood rested

KARACHI, 19 JAN

Australia will rest five top
players, including Pat
Cummins and Glenn
Maxwell, for a three-match
Twenty20 series

in Pakistan ahead of the
World Cup, selectors said
Monday.Josh

Hazlewood, Tim

David, and Nathan Ellis will
also skip the series starting
later this month.Their
absence opened the door
to fringe players Sean
Abbott, Mahli Beardman,
Ben Dwarshuis, Jack
Edwards, Mitch Owen, Josh
Phillippe, and Matt
Renshaw, who come into
the 17-man squad.Chief
selector George Bailey said
the five were either return-
ing from injury or having
their loads managed ahead
of the T20 World Cup in
India and Sri Lanka, which
begins on 7 February.“The
series is a great opportunity
for those on the brink of
selection and some young
players we rate highly for
valuable experience,” he
added.“Some are already
experienced international
players, along with Mahli
Beardman.

Bhagat and Sukant
win two gold each
in Para Badminton

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

India’s Pramod Bhagat
and Sukant Kadam clinched
a gold medal each in the
singles events of their
respective categories and
then combined to stand on
top of the podium in dou-
bles at the SPIRO SPATHIS
Egypt Para Badminton
International 2026 in Cairo.
Bhagat showcased grit and
experience in the SL3 men’s
singles final, defeating com-
patriot Umesh Vikram
Kumar in a thrilling three-
set contest. After conceding
a closely-fought opening
game 19-21, Bhagat raised
his intensity and tactical
sharpness to take the next
two sets 21-15 and 21-13,
sealing victory in a match
lasting over an hour.

Inaugural Kabaddi
Champions League
from 25Jan -TFeb

NEW DELH]I, 19 JAN

The inaugural Kabaddi
Champions League (KCL)
will be held from January

25 to February 7 at the

Sports University of
Haryana, Rai, the organisers
informed on Monday. The
KCL has officially
announced the match
schedule for the inaugural
season. Over 12 days, eight
franchises Sonipat Stars,

Gurugram Gurus, Hisar

Heroes, Bhiwani Bulls,

Rohtak Royals, Karnal
Kings, Panipat Panthers,
and Faridabad Fighters will
battle it out in a tightly
packed league format.

Khelo India Winter
Games 2026 begin
today in Leh

LEH, 19 JAN

More than 1000 athletes
will take part in the Ladakh
leg of the 2026 Khelo India

Winter Games starting in
Leh on Tuesday. The
Nawang Dorjan Stobdan
(NDS) Stadium, the Army
rink, and the frozen
Gupukh’s Pond will be the
centres of attraction till the
Games end on 26 January.
The opening ceremony of
KIWG 2026 will take place
on Tuesday afternoon. Four
hundred and seventy-two
athletes will take part in
two ice sports skating and
hockey. The new attraction
this year has been

the introduction of figure
skating, an Olympic event.
In the Ladakh

leg of KIWG last year, the
hosts ended on top of the
medals tally with four gold
out of 13.

Indian Shuttlers eye challenging draw at Indonesia Masters
DAIHATSU

JAKARTA, 19 JAN

Indian shuttlers would eye a
drastic improvement after last
week’s disappointing home
run when they go up against a
demanding draw at the USD
500,000 Indonesia Masters,
which gets underway here on
Tuesday.

At the India Open in New
Delhi last week, Lakshya Sen
bowed out in the men’s singles
quarterfinals, while no Indian
progressed beyond the last
eight in any category as
Chinese Taipei’s Lin Chun-Yi
and world number one An Se
Young of Korea clinched the
men’s and women’s singles
titles, respectively.

The focus now shifts to

A \ LA

Jakarta, where Indian shut-
tlers will face a challenging
line-up in the opening rounds
with several tough ties against
higher-ranked opponents.

Seventh seed Lakshya, who
won the Australian Open last
year, will be hurting after his
run atthe India Open was cut
short by Lin in the last eight
stage.

He will look to make a good

INDONESIA MASTERS 2026

start when he opens his cam-
paign against Singapore’s Jia
Heng Jason Teh, while HS
Prannoy faces a stern test
against Malaysia’s former
world No. 2 and Paris
Olympics bronze-medallist
Lee Zii Jia.

Former world No. 1 Kidambi
Srikanth, who reached the
finals at Malaysia Masters and
Syed Modi International last
year, will take on Japan’s
Koki Watanabe, while Tharun
Mannepalli is drawn against
Yushi Tanaka of Japan.

US Open champion Ayush

Shetty has been handed a
tough draw against third seed
Jonatan Christie of Indonesia,
who reached the finals at the
India Open.

After a disappointing first-
round exit at the India Open, it
will be yet another tough out-
ing for the 20-year-old.

In women’s singles, fifth
seed PV Sindhu, who started
the season after recovering
from a foot injury, will begin
her campaign against Japan’s
Manami Suizu.

World No. 12 Sindhu endured
a first-round exit at the India
Open after going down to
Vietnam’s World No. 23
Nguyen Thuy Linh.

The young and promising
Tanvi Sharma, a junior world

AO 2026: Djokovic romps
to 100th win in Melbourne

Djokovic, 38, tamed Spain’s 71st-ranked Pedro 6-3, 6-2, 6-2

MELBOURNE, 19 JAN

Novak Djokovic began his lat-
est bid for a record 25th Grand
Slam crown with an emphatic
straight-sets victory on
Monday.

Serbian great Djokovic, 38,
tamed Spain’s 71st-ranked
Pedro Martinez 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 on
Rod Laver Arena, a court
where he has won a record 10
Australian Open crowns. The
world number four owns 24
major titles, equal to the
most ever with
Australia’s
Margaret
Court, but
a 25th
has |

australlon open
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NO REST, GILL T0
PLAY PUNJAB’S
RANJI GAME FROM
THURSDAY

BENGALURU, 19 JAN

India Test and ODI captain
Shubman Gill has decided
against taking a break after
the recent 50-over loss to New
Zealand and will play the next
Ranji Trophy game for Punjab
against Saurashtra at Rajkot,
starting Thursday.

Gill, who featured in all
three ODIs in the just-conclud-
ed series that India lost 1-2,
has chosen to return to red-
ball cricket immediately as he
is not part of India’s T20 World
Cup squad.

The 26-year-old is keen to
help Punjab keep their slim
knockout hopes alive in the
premier domestic tourna-
ment.

“Shubman decided against
taking any break post ODI
series, and it took him eight
hours to reach Rajkot from
Indore as there aren’t any
direct flights available,” a
source close to the Punjab
team told PTI.

Punjab is currently placed
sixth in Group B with 11
points from five matches.

With three league games still
to be played, the former cham-
pions would need outright vic-
tories in all their remaining
fixtures to harbour any realis-
tic chance of making it to the
knockout stage.Gill’s presence
at the top of the order is there-
fore seen as crucial to Punjab’s
ambitions. The match against
Saurashtra, the reigning
domestic heavyweights, will
also mark Gill’s first red-ball
appearance since he sustained
a neck injury during the Test
series against South Africa,
which ruled him out of com-
petitive cricket for a lengthy
period.

remained agonisingly out of
reach. His last came at the
2023 US Open, with Jannik
Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz

INDORE, 19 JAN

Daryl Mitchell on Monday
says New Zealand’s histor-
ic triumph was built on
calm decision-making
under pressure and collec-
tive belief, as the visitors
sealed their first-ever bilat-
eral ODI series victory on
Indian soil.

India threatened to nail a
stiff chase of 338 with a key
partnership between cen-
turion Virat Kohli and
Harshit Rana, but fell short
once the stand broke in the
series-deciding third game
here on Sunday. Mitchell
admitted the pressure was
real and praised his team’s
composure. “They had a
really good partnership,
and there was a lot
of pressure, espe- i
cially consider-
ing the nature

of this
ground,
the sur-
face, and
the size of
the dimen-
sions,”

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

World Championship silver
medallist Aishwary Pratap
Singh Tomar and Manini
Kaushik finished on top of
the men’s and women’s 50m
rifle 3P fields, respectively,
on the first day of the Rifle/
Pistol National Selection
Trials 1&2 (Group A) here on
Monday.

Manini topped the women’s
50m rifle prone T1 with a
total of 625.0, built on a com-
posed and balanced series-
by-series performance of
104.7, 104.2, 102.3, 104.6, 104.2,
and 105.

Karnataka’s Tilottama Sen
finished second with 622.6,
while Kerala’s Vidarsa K

NZ proud of historic
India series win: Mitchell

sharing all eight since then.
“What can I say? I like the
sound of it. Centurion is pret-
ty nice,” he said after his 100th
victory at the Australian

Open. “I always give my best
whenever I'm on the court.

Iga Swiatek overcomes
Yuan Yue

Iga Swiatek knows she has
plenty to work on in her bid
for a first Australian Open
title and a career Grand
Slam.

The No. 2-ranked Swiatek
never got comfortable in a
7-6 (5), 6-3 win over No.
130-ranked Chinese qualifier
Yuan Yue in the first-round on
Monday night. After winning
Wimbledon last year to go
with her four French Open
titles and her victory at the
2022 U.S. Open, the Australian
Open is the only major miss-
ing from her collection. She
has twice reached the semifi-

Mitchell, who scored 137,
said.

India never began well:
Gavaskar
Former captain Sunil
Gavaskar says India’s fail-
ure to make good starts
cost them the ODI series
against New Zealand, and
the team’s batters should
take a leaf out of Virat
Kohli’s book to understand
how an innings should be
paced while
chasing diffi-
cult targets.
India went
down in the
third and
final ODI in
Indore by 41
runs to lose
their first-ever 50-over
home series against New
Zealand, continuing the
trend of recent under-
whelming results.

Kohli top-scored with a

108-ball 124 but could

not get a stable partner
to steer the challenging

chase of 338.

“Unless Virat Kohli got
substantial support, it
was always going to be
difficult, and he got very
little of it.

nals. Yuan was swinging free-
ly and rifling winners as she
took a 5-3 lead, and Swiatek
had to switch things up.

“l was a bit rusty at the
beginning,” she said. “Many
ups and downs, but overall, I
have some stuff to work on. I’ll
just focus on that.”

Cilic starts with a thump-
ing win over Altmaier;
Wawrinka beats Djere
Former Australian Open final-
ist Marin Cilic turned back
the clock with a ruthless dis-
play to beat Germany’s Daniel
Altmaier 6-0, 6-0, 7-6(3) in the
first round at Melbourne Park
on Monday.

The towering 37-year-old
won the opening 12 games
with minimum fuss to spark
chatter of a rare Grand Slam
main draw “triple bagel”,
which has been achieved by
only five players in the profes-
sional era.

‘ PV Sindhu, HS prannoy and Lakshya Sen

Championships silver-medal-
list, is drawn against fourth
seed Tomoka Miyazaki of
Japan.

Sharma had produced a fear-

less show last week, coming
close to Dbeating Tokyo
Olympics champion Chen Yu
Fei before falling short in a
three-game thriller.

Struggling Mumbai
Indians, Delhi
Capitals eye revival

VADODARA, 19 JAN

Defending champions Mumbai
Indians will be desperate to
arrest their slide and revive
their campaign when they
take on an equally struggling
Delhi Capitals in a Women’s
Premier League match here
on Tuesday.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-led
side has managed just two
wins from five outings so far
and has looked off the pace for
large parts of the season.

They began with a loss to
Royal Challengers Bengaluru,
before thrashing bot-
tom-placed Delhi Capitals by
50 runs in the reverse fixture
after defending 195.

Wins over Gujarat Giants by
seven wickets offered some
momentum, but back-to-back
defeats against UP Warriorz --
failing to defend 161/5 and
then falling short while chas-
ing 188 -- forced them to play
catch-up, even as they hung on
to No. 2 spot in the five-team
standings.

MI’s biggest concern has
been their powerplay returns.

Hayley Matthews’ delayed
comeback from injury and
experimentation with Amelia
Kerr and G Kamalini at the
top have left them with their
lowest powerplay run rate of
the tournament (6.50).

The onus thus has fallen

heavily on skipper
Harmanpreet and Nat Sciver-
Brunt, and MI have struggled
whenever the duo have not
produced substantial scores.

Frequent chopping and
changing in the XI, including
Matthews moving in and out,
Kamalini being shuffled down
the order, and pace spearhead
Shabnim Ismail sitting out,
has added to the sense of insta-
bility.

Their fielding too has been
below par, with 10 dropped
catches in five matches, hurt-
ing them at crucial stages.

On the other hand, last sea-
son’s runners-up, Delhi
Capitals, are rooted to the bot-
tom of the table with three
losses from four matches.
They opened their campaign
with successive defeats, first
against the Mumbai Indians
and then against the Gujarat
Giants, when they fell just
short while chasing 210. Match
starts: 7.30 pm.

Final call on B'desh to be taken on 21 Jan

NEW DELHI, 19 JAN

The ICC has asked the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) to decide on its partici-
pation in the T20 World Cup in
India by 21 January or “risk
being replaced by another
team” in the tournament
beginning 7 February.

Despite the back and forth

between ICC and BCB, no
solution has been found
to the crisis that was
triggered by the
removal of
Bangladesh  pacer
Mustafizur Rahman
from the 2026 Indian
Premier League on
BCCI's instructions for

unspecified “developments all

around.”
“The BCB officials
have been told to
decide on the partici-
pation by 21 January.
If they refuse to trav-
el to India, then they
should be ready to be
replaced by another
team as per rankings,”
said an ICC source.

Tata Steel Masters: Praggnanandhaa loses
again; Gukesh and Erigaisi held to draws

MOSCOW, 19 JAN

Defending champion R.
Praggnanandhaa lost his sec-
ond game in as many days,
going down to Nodirbek
Abdusattorov from
Uzbekistan, while D.
Gukesh was held to a
draw by Netherlands

L,
Jorden van Foreest in \
the Tata Steel

Masters Chess here.Having
been at the top of his game for
a major part of 2025,
Praggnanandhaa seemed to be
running low on steam as a
drawn endgame turned into a
painful loss against the Uzbek
on Sunday.

Vinod was third on 622.0.
The depth of competition
was evident with just 0.4 sep-
arating the athletes placed
fifth to eighth.
Jharkhand’s

Supriya

Kumari (621.7) finished
fourth, ahead of the current
national champion Priya of
the Army Marksmanship
Unit (620.7). Haryana’s
Nischal (620.6), Madhya

With no points to show after
the first two games,
Praggnanandhaa is at the bot-
tom of the table and will have
to make a strong comeback in
the remaining 11 rounds to
pose a challenge.

Meanwhile, world
champion Gukesh took
his tally to one point fol-
lowing his second draw.

After defeating

Praggnanandhaa in the open-
er, Arjun Erigaisi tried to
make a foray against Thai Dai
Van Nguyen of the Czech
Republic, but eventually failed
to break the fortress.

The top-seeded Indian, how-
ever, remained in joint lead on

Pradesh’s Ashi Chouksey
(620.5), and Punjab’s Sift
Kaur Samra (620.4) rounded
off the top eight.

In the men’s 50m rifle prone
Trials 1, Aishwary stamped
his authority early, finishing
at the top with an impressive
629.6.

The 50m 3P national cham-
pion combined a high open-
ing series with a controlled
finish to create a clear buffer
of 3.2 at the top with 105.3,
105.4, 105.7, 104.9, 103.7, and
104.6.

Former world champion
Akhil Sheoran claimed sec-
ond place with 626.4, while
current national champion
Swapnil Kusale finished
third with 625.3.

1.5 points in the company of
Hans Moke Niemann of the

United States and
Abdusattorov.The fourth
Indian in the fray, Aravindh
Chithambaram, played out a
draw with Yagiz Kaan
Erdogmus of Turkey to also
take his tally to one point out
of a possible two.

SATADRU DUTTA
GRANTED BAIL

KOLKATA, 19 JAN

A court in West Bengal’s
North 24 Parganas district on
Monday granted bail to
Satadru Dutta, the organiser
of the botched-up Messi event
in the city last month.

Dutta was arrested on
December 13 last year over
alleged mismanagement in
the Salt Lake stadium event
on that day.

The judge of the
.. Bidhannagar addi-

. tional chief judi-
cial magistrate
(ACJM) granted
bail to Dutta, the
7 owner of the

event manage-

ment company that
organised the event that
descended into chaos on 13
December.
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