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NEWS IN BRIEF
India’s Q1
GDP Surprises
Positively

New Delhi: India’s GDP
growth for Q1 2025-26
surged to 7.8 per cent,
exceeding expectations
and highlighting the re-
silience of the economy,
according to Rajiv Mem-
ani, President of the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII). The
growth is significantly
higher than 6.5 per cent
recorded in the same
quarter last year. Key
sectors driving the ex-
pansion include agricul-
ture (3.7%), construction
(7.6%), and manufactur-
ing (7.7%). Memani cred-
ited stable policies, gov-
ernment reforms, and a
near 20% increase in
government expendi-
ture for sustaining
growth. He noted India’s
position as the fastest-
growing major economy,
underscoring its rising
prominence in the global
economic order.

Trump
Cancels India
Visit for Quad |

New York: US President
Donald Trump has re-
portedly cancelled his
plans to visit India for
the Quad Summit later
this year, according to
The New York Times.
The report highlights
deteriorating relations
between Trump and In-
dian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, wors-
ened by Trump’s repeat-
ed claims of having
“solved” the India-Paki-
stan conflict. Tensions
escalated during a June
17 phone call, when
Trump suggested Modi
nominate him for Paki-
stan’s Nobel Peace Prize,
which Modi rejected.

“Human GPS”
Terrorist Killed
Jammu Kashmir

Srinagar: Security forc-
es on Saturday Killed
Bagu Khan, widely
known as the “human
GPS” of terror networks,
in Gurez, Jammu and
Kashmir. Also referred
to as Samandar Chacha,
Bagu had been based in
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) since 1995 and
was one of the most pro-
lific facilitators of cross-
border infiltration. He
was shot dead alongside
another terrorist during
an infiltration attempt
from Nowshera Naar.
Authorities say Bagu
was responsible for plan-
ning and guiding nearly
100 infiltration bids over
the years, making him a
key figure in terror op-
erations along the Line

GHINA ROLLS OUT RED GARPET FOR MODI
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Tianjin: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi received a
warm and rousing wel-
come upon his arrival in
China on Saturday, mark-
ing his first visit to the

country in over seven
years. The trip carries
heightened significance

amid the recent downturn
in India-US relations, trig-
gered by President Donald
Trump’s tariff policies,
which have affected global
trade and economic stabil-
ity. Modi arrived in Tianjin
from Japan, concluding the
second and final leg of his
two-nation tour. Heis set to
attend the annual summit
of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) on
August 31 and September 1.
During the summit, Modi is
expected to hold bilateral
discussions with Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
Sunday, a meeting that as-
sumes added importancein

light of ongoing geopoliti-
cal and economic challeng-
es. The two leaders are
likely to review India-Chi-
na economic ties and ex-
plore ways to further nor-
malise relations, which

have been strained since
the 2020 border clashes in
eastern Ladakh.

The SCO summit will
also bring together Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin, host Xi Jinping, and

leaders from Belarus, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Pakistan, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan. Dialogue part-
ners and observers will
also participate. India has
been a full member of the

11 DEAD IN J&K
LANDSLIDES, CLOUDBURST

[

SCO since 2017, after serv-
ing as an observer from
2005. Over the years, India
has chaired the SCO Coun-
cil of Heads of Govern-
ment in 2020 and the SCO
Council of Heads of State

from 2022 to 2023. Ahead of
his trip, Modi highlighted
the importance of stable
bilateral relations with
China in ensuring global
peace and economic stabil-
ity. In an interview with

Japan’s The Yomiuri Shim-
bun, he said, “Given the
current volatility in the
world economy, it is also
important for India and
China, as two major econo-
mies, to work together to
bring stability to the world
economic order.”

The visit follows Chi-
nese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi’s recent trip to
India, where he held wide-
ranging discussions with
External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar and National
Security Advisor Ajit Dov-
al. The talks resulted in
several measures aimed at
building a “stable, coopera-
tive, and forward-looking”
bilateral relationship.
These measures include
joint maintenance of peace
along the contested fron-
tier, reopening border
trade, and resuming direct
flight services between the
two countries at the earli-
est opportunity.

-More on P4
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New Delhi: At least 11 people,
including seven from one family,
were Killed in separate cloud-
burst and landslide incidents in
the remote Reasi and Ramban
districts of Jammu and Kashmir,
as the Union Territory reels

from two weeks of relentless |

natural disasters.

Since 14 August, J&K has been :

battered by continuous cloud-
bursts and landslides, claiming
130 lives and injuring 140 people
across the region. Thirty-two pil-
grims remain missing. The pil-
grimage to the Mata Vaishno
Devi shrine atop Trikuta Hills in
Reasi has been suspended for the
fifth consecutive day following a
landslide earlier this week that
killed 34 pilgrims halfway along
the 12-km trek from Katra.
Chief minister Omar Abdul-
lah expressed profound grief
over the devastating landslide in
Reasi’s Bhadder village that
claimed seven lives from a single
family. Amid relentless heavy
rains, he urged residents to re-
main alert, steer clear of vulner-
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able areas, and strlctly follow
safety advisories.

Abdullah has ordered district
authorities and disaster manage-
ment teams to conduct round-
the-clock monitoring, swiftly
evacuate those in high-risk
zones, and ensure immediate re-
lief reaches affected families. He
also called on all departments to
stay vigilant, coordinate seam-
lessly, and take every possible
step to protect lives as the severe
weather continues.

Reasi tragedy:

Early Saturday, a landslide
flattened a house in Badder vil-

lage, Re351 dlstrlct killing seven
members of the same family.
The deceased were identified as
Nazir Ahmad (38), his wife Wa-
zira Begum (35), and their chil-
dren Bilal Ahmed (13), Mohd
Mustafa (11), Mohd Adil (8),
Mohd Mubarak (6), and Mohd
Wasim (5). Nazir and his family
were asleep when the house, lo-
cated on a hill slope, was buried
under debris. Locals initially
searched the site before police
teams retrieved the bodies.

Ramban disaster:

In Ramban district, a cloud-
burst struck the mountainous

RCB GIVES 251 AID 10

SIAMPEDE VICTIMS KIN

% Rajgarh area around 11:30 pm on
, Friday, damaging two houses

and a school, and triggering

« flash floods. Four people died:

Ashwani Sharma (24), his broth-

! er Dwarka Nath (55), niece Virta

Devi (26), and guest Om Raj (38).
Sharma’s sister-in-law, Bidya
Devi (55), is still missing. Rescu-
ers, including local volunteers,
police, and the SDRF, recovered
the bodies after a strenuous
search.

“The cloudburst created a
fast-flowing stream that swept
away houses, a cowshed, and the
school building,” said local resi-
dent Ajay Kumar. He praised the
district administration and local
volunteers for their rapid re-
sponse. Officials, including dep-
uty commissioner Mohammad
Alyas Khan and SSP Arun Gup-
ta, are overseeing rescue and
relief operations. Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah has urged citi-
zens to remain vigilant and avoid
risk-prone areas, while instruct-
ing government departments to
maintain close coordination to
protect lives amid ongoing heavy
rains.

No permanent friends

or enemies;

only

permanent interests
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New Delhi: Amid US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s tariff
threats, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday
underlined that in interna-
tional relations there are
“no permanent friends or
enemies, only permanent
interests.”

He stated that India will
continue to protect the in-
terests of its farmers and
citizens, and its position
will remain “unchanged”
regardless of external
“pressure.” “This vision
will keep us secure in the
future and will give us a
prominent position in the
emerging powers of the
world. This vision is being
reflected in our every deci-
sion. In the swiftly changing
world, the so-called devel-

oped countries are showing
a form of protectionism,
and the trade and tariff war
is getting serious,” Defence
Minister Singh said while
addressing the NDTV De-
fence Summit 2025. The re-
marks came in response to
Trump’s announcement of
a 50 per cent tariff on Indian
goods, blaming what he de-
scribed as unfair trade
practices and New Delhi’s
refusal to halt the import of
Russian crude oil. Referring
to Edmund Burke, who had
described the East India
Company as “a state in the
guise of a merchant,” De-
fence Minister Singh noted,
“Today, the way the state is
working like the merchants,
his quote is changed a bit
and has become a merchant
in the guise of the state.”
-More on P3

of Control.
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New Delhi: The Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) have announced Rs
25 lakh in financial aid to
the families of the 11 vic-
tims who lost their lives in
a stampede on June 4,
during celebrations of the
team’s maiden Indian
Premier League (IPL) vic-
tory. The stampede oc-
curred outside the M Ch-
innaswamy Stadium,
where over 2,50,000 people
gathered to celebrate
RCB'’s historic win. This

fresh compensation
comes nearly three
months after RCB had ini-

tially prov1ded Rs 10 lakh
to each family, a day after
the tragedy. The team had
also launched the “RCB
Cares” initiative on June

5,a fund intended to sup-
port the victims of the
stampede. In an emotion-
al statement posted on
Saturday, RCB said, “Our

hearts broke on 4 June,
2025. We lost eleven mem-
bers of the RCB family.
Their absence will echo in
the memories of each one
of us.” The franchise add-
ed that the Rs 25 lakh aid
was a first step in their
ongoing commitment to
show compassion and
care. Two days earlier, on
August 28, RCB posted for
the first time in almost
three months, saying,
“The Silence wasn’t Ab-
sence. It was Grief.” The
team acknowledged how 4
June had changed every-
thing, and that the silence
since then was a way of
holding space for the loss.

fle) CM SHARMA PAYS TRIBUTE IN AJMER

Chief Minister Shri Bhajanlal Sharma’s Ajmer Visit — The Chief Minister paid tribute to the late
Shri Suraj Singh Rawat, father of Water Resources Minister Shri Suresh Singh Rawat.
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Gift for Dairy Farmers
Before Diwali — Milk
Rates Hiked by 20 Pa|se
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Kota: In a significant de-
cision benefiting thou-
sands of dairy farmers,
the Kota-Bundi Milk Pro-
ducers’ Union an-
nounced an increase in
milk purchase rates just
ahead of Diwali. The
meeting was chaired by
Union President Chains-
ingh Rathore at the Saras
Dairy auditorium in
Kota, where dairy offi-
cials finalized the his-
toric decision.
President Rathore
said the increase would
ensure that farmers gain
financial benefit before
the festival. “When farm-
ers celebrate, their milk
is their main source of
income. Keeping this in
mind, we decided to ben-
efit them ahead of Di-
wali,” he added. Accord-
ing to the new rates, the
dairy will now purchase
milk at Rs.820 per kg of
fat, up from Rs.800 per kg
of fat, giving farmers an
additional profit of ap-
proximately Rs.1-2 per

liter of milk.

Managing Director
Dilkhush Meena stated
that the union currently
collects around 50,000 lit-
ers of milk daily. He em-
phasized that the union
regularly revises rates to
benefit farmers. With the
continuous efforts of
President Rathore, thou-
sands of dairy farmers
across 450 active commit-
tees in the Kota-Bundi
region will benefit from
this increase, highlight-
ing the wide-reaching
impact of the decision.

This timely move en-
sures that dairy farmers
can enjoy extra earnings
during the festive sea-
son, reinforcing the un-
ion’s commitment to
farmer welfare.

Eye Donation Awareness
\Workshop Organized by
IBank Society

Growing India

Kota: Under the 40th Na-
tional Eye Donation Fort-
night, the iBank Society
of Rajasthan organized
an eye donation aware-
ness workshop at a pri-
vate college, attended by
over 150 students and
staff members. The pri-
mary objective of the
workshop was to raise
awareness about the im-
portance of eye donation
and inspire people to con-
tribute to this noble cause.

The workshop featured
Dr. K.K. Kanjolia and Dr.
Mahesh Punjabi as the
main speakers, who pre-
sented a detailed Power-
Point presentation ex-
plaining the need, pro-
cess, and significance of
eye donation. The doctors
technically explained
how, after a person’s de-

mise, their eyes can re-
store vision to two blind
individuals, emphasizing
the life-changing impact
of this act.

The event was also at-
tended by social workers
G.D. Patel, Neerja Srivas-
tava, Anita, Ajay Gatani,
and technician Tinku
Ojha. Special mention
was made of Neerja Sriv-
astava for her invaluable
contribution to organiz-
ing the event. During the
session, students asked
numerous important
questions about eye dona-
tion, which were satisfac-
torily addressed by the
doctors.

The workshop success-
fully educated and moti-
vated participants,
spreading awareness
about the critical impor-
tance of eye donation in
transforming lives.

Court Sentences Rapist
to 10 Years for Assault on
Mentally Challenged Girl
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Kota: A Kota court has
sentenced a man to 10
years rigorous imprison-
ment and imposed a fine of
Rs 50,000 in a three-year-old
rape case. The accused had
sexually assaulted a men-
tally challenged young
woman from his own vil-
lage.

Advocate Vandana Na-
gar stated that the victim’s
brother had filed a com-
plaint in 2022 at a local po-
lice station, explaining
that his sister was mental-
ly ill and often wandered
away from home during

the day. One day, when she
complained of abdominal
pain, she was taken to a
hospital where it was dis-
covered that she had been
pregnant for seven months.
Following this, a formal
case was registered.

During the investiga-
tion, the police arrested the
accused and submitted the
chargesheet to the court,
presenting 18 witnesses
and 45 documents. Based
on this evidence, the court
found the accused guilty
and handed down the sen-
tence of 10 years imprison-
ment along with a Rs 50,000
fine.

Daring Theft at Hardware Store:
Robbers Break CCTV, Steal Lakhs
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Kota: In abold robbery in
the Kunhadi police sta-
tion area, thieves struck
Sanwariya Ceramics
hardware store late at
night, making away with
goods worth lakhs of ru-
pees. The incident report-

edly occurred between
3:30 and 4:00 AM on Fri-
day. The stolen items are
estimated to be worth
around 3 to 4 lakh rupees.

Shop owner Lekharaj
Goswami stated that the
burglars executed the
theft with considerable
cunning.

KOTA[02

MILA Conducts Foot Inspection for

Anant Chaturdashi Processwn Routes
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Kota: Kota South MLA
Sandeep Sharma conduct-
ed a foot inspection on Sat-
urday along the planned
routes of the Anant
Chaturdashi procession,
accompanied by officials
from the event committee,
Kota South Municipal
Corporation, Kota Devel-
opment Authority, police,
and KEDL. During the in-
spection, he reviewed
road, drainage, lighting,
and traffic arrangements,
instructing officials to im-
plement necessary im-
provements.

Sharma  highlighted
that the Anant Chatur-
dashi procession is a sym-

bol of religious devotion
and tradition, and the city
is expected to witness a
large turnout of floats and
participants. He empha-
sized that the procession
routes must be smooth,
safe, and hazard-free to
ensure a secure experi-
ence for all.

He directed officials to
fill potholes caused by re-
cent rains, clear waterlog-
ging at multiple points,
and remove waste to
maintain cleanliness
along the route. KEDL of-
ficials were instructed to
repair electrical lines and
ensure uninterrupted
power supply so that the
procession could proceed
safely. Accompanying

MLA Sharma were City
District President Rakesh
Jain, Leader of Opposi-
tion Vivek Rajwanshi,
Municipal Commissioner
Anurag Bhargav, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Manish Sharma, along
with key members of the
organizing committee in-
cluding Vipin Joshi,
Councilors Sunil Gautam,
Rita Saluja, Kirtikant Go-
yal, Dinu Banjara, Anil
Goyal, Rajendra Sharma,
Chetan Nagar, Vicky
Nama, Rahul Meena, Ma-
hendra Dubey, Sanjay
Nizhawan, and Harish
Rathore. The inspection
aimed to ensure a smooth
and safe celebration for
the community.

UNIVERSITY HOST
INTERNATIONAL WORK
PMKVY GEREVION

ShIITCT TR
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Kota: Kota University re-
cently organized a certifi-
cate distribution ceremo-
ny for participants of an
international workshop
and successful candi-
dates of the Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (PMKVY). Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Bhag-
wati Prasad Saraswat ad-
dressed the students, urg-
ing them to become job
creators rather than job
seekers. He emphasized
that in today’s competi-
tive world, merely earn-
ing a degree is insuffi-
cient, and it is essential
to develop practical skills
and an entrepreneurial
mindset. The university
aims to prepare youth
who can generate em-
ployment opportunities
and contribute meaning-
fully to society.

Dr. Anukriti Sharma,
Director of the Skill De-
velopment Center, in-
formed that certificates
were awarded under the
international online
joint workshop “Career
Accelerator: Mastering
In-Demand Skills” and
PMKVY for courses in
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School Bags Distributed to
Flood- Affected Students

Growing India

disasters. He emphasized
that such initiatives in-
still confidence and re-
newed energy in students.

District Vice-President
Manish Sharma high-
lighted that the govern-
ment’s goal is not only to
implement schemes but
also to ensure education-
al facilities reach chil-
dren under all circum-
stances. He stressed that
education forms the foun-
dation of the future and
that no gaps will be al-
lowed in this regard.

The school principal,

Kota/ Digod: Following
the recent severe flooding
in Nimoda Gram Pan-
chayat, which disrupted
daily life and adversely
affected schoolchildren, a
school bag distribution
program was organized
at the Government Senior
Secondary School, Nimo-
da on Saturday. Many stu-
dents had lost their
school bags, books, and
essential educational ma-
terials during the flood.
Under the instructions

Management & Entrepre
neurship, Professional
Skills, and Business Cor-
respondence and Facili-
tator. These nationally
recognized certificates
are designed to enhance
the employability and
professional prospects of
the students.

The ceremony com-
menced with the formal
welcome of Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof. B.P. Saraswat
by Dr. Anukriti Sharma
and Dr. Rohit Nandwana.

WATER WASTAGE HIGHLIGHTS KOTA’S MUNICIPAL INEFFICIENCY

A welcome speech high-
lighting the significance
of skill development was
delivered by Assistant
Professor Dr. K.K. Shar-
ma, while guest faculty
Dr. Shruti Arora provid-
ed a detailed overview of
the program. Dr. Shweta
Vyas presented a memen-
to to the Vice-Chancellor,
and Ms. Payal Dixit of-
fered the vote of thanks.
The event was conducted
efficiently by guest fac-
ulty Dr. Priya Sodani.

Faculty members from
the Music Department,
including Ms. Anita Mee-
na, and the Heritage De-
partment, Dr. Shehnshah
Khan and Dr. Navneet,
were also present, con-
tributing to the success
of the event. The initia-
tive reflects Kota Univer-
sity’s commitment to
skill development and
practical learning, pre-
paring students to excel
in professional and entre-
preneurial endeavors.

of Energy Minister Hi-
ralal Nagar, new school
bags were distributed to
all affected students to
ensure that their educa-
tion continues uninter-
rupted.

During the program,
Division President Indra
Kumar Khandelwal stat-
ed that it is the responsi-
bility of the government
and public representa-
tives to ensure that chil-
dren’s education is not
hampered even during

Mamta Chandolia, ex-
pressed her gratitude for
the initiative. The pro-
gram was attended by Di-
vision  Representative
Girish Sharma, Division
Secretary Murli Prajapat,
MLA Representative Sita-
ram, Devalal Gurjar, Sita-
ram Jangid, Raghuvir
Choudhary, Ramsingh,
Babulal, Cooperative So-
ciety President Dashrath
Singh, along with numer-
ous BJP workers and lo-
cal residents.

JCB OPERATION CAUSES WATER PIPELINE
BURST THOUSANDS OF LITERS LOST
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Kota: A 6-inch pipeline of
the water supply depart-
ment burst near Parsh-
vanath Apartment Society,

Nanta, during municipal

cleaning operations, send-
ing a powerful gush of wa-

ter that reached nearby
transformers and created a

chaotic scene for local resi-
dents.

Residents immediately
alerted the municipal and

water supply departments

around 5:00 PM, warning

them of the dangerous sit-
uation near the transform-
er. Despite repeated calls,
the water continued to
gush uncontrolled for over
18 hours, causing frustra-
tion among locals. Initial
responses from on-site em-
ployees indicated that it

was not their responsibil-
ity and they had passed the
matter to higher authori-

ties. When private plumb-
ers were eventually sent
by HD G and Ganesh

Rathore, they instructed
people on-site to bring
their own materials to fix

the issue. Only after Nitin
Nanta contacted the mu-
nicipal health officer, Mo-

tilal Nagar, was permis-
sion given to carry out the
repair, with a promise of
reimbursement later.

Local resident Raju
Soni highlighted the lack
of coordination within
municipal departments,
questioning why the mu-
nicipal corporation, which
already has its own water
and electricity depart-
ments, had to rely on pri-
vate contractors for such
urgent work. He noted that
the prolonged water wast-
age and administrative
delays are concerning,
even for Smart City Kota.

The incident has raised
questions about the effi-
ciency and preparedness
of municipal services in
handling emergencies, de-
spite having adequate
staff on duty.
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Tripura Rolls Out PVC Ration
Cards for PDS Beneficiaries
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Agartala: The Tripura
government has begun
distributing consumer-
friendly **PVC ration
cards** to beneficiaries of
the Public Distribution
System (PDS), replacing
old paper booklets with
durable, digital-ready
cards to ensure greater
transparency and effi-
ciency, officials said on
Saturday. Tripura is the
first state in the Northeast
to introduce PVC ration
cards and also the first to
install PoS (Point of Sale)
machines to enable their
use. When swiped at ra-
tion shops, the cards auto-
matically update connect-
ed databases, helping pre-
vent irregularities. Ac-
cording to the Food and
Civil Supplies Depart-
ment, out of 9.91 lakh fam-
ily ration card holders in
the state, around 4.87 lakh

PVC cards will be issued
in the first phase. The re-
maining beneficiaries
will receive them once
their e-KYC (electronic
Know Your Customer) for-
malities are completed.
Distribution delays, offi-
cials said, are largely due
to Aadhaar and residen-
tial proof issues or benefi-
ciaries shifting back to
their native places.

The new PVC ration
cards are designed like
voter ID or Aadhaar
cards, making them long-
lasting, waterproof, and
resistant to damage even
during the rainy season.
They also aim to reduce
corruption and improve
consumer convenience.
To further strengthen
PDS services, the govern-
ment is converting 600 out
of 2,072 fair price shops
into model outlets, pro-
viding Rs. 5,000 to each
dealer for improvements.

Not a ‘dead economy’,
it’s ‘long live economy’

Growing India

New Delhi: Union Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chou-
han hailed the latest GDP
figures, declaring that
India has proven itself to
be a “Long Live Econo-
my” in the face of global
headwinds.

“When leadership is
steadfast, policies are
precise, and decisions are
farsighted, then the re-
sults make history. Those
who used to call it a ‘Dead
Economy’ should now un-
derstand that India is a
‘Long Live Economy’,
moving firmly on the
path of becoming a devel-
oped and self-reliant na-
tion,” Chouhan said in a
post on X on Saturday. He
credited the collective ef-
fort of farmers, scien-
tists, and India’s 140 crore
citizens for the strong
performance. “The sweat
of our farmers, the hard
work of our scientists,
and the determination of
ordinary Indians have all
contributed to this suc-
cess. Today, India’s econ-
omy is not just strength-
ening -- it is setting new
benchmarks across sec-
tors,” he added.

Pointing to the resil-
ience of the economy de-
spite global challenges,
Chouhan  highlighted
that India’s GDP grew by
7.8 per cent in the April-
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June quarter of FY 2025-
26, up from 6.5 per cent in
the same quarter last
year. Calling the achieve-
ment a matter of “special
pride” for the agricultur-
al community, he noted
that the sector’s growth
rebounded sharply. “The
role of the agriculture
sector is unprecedented
in this progress. Thanks
to the tireless efforts of
our food providers and in-
novations in agri-tech-
nology, the growth rate of
agriculture and allied
activities has jumped
from 1.5 per cent last year
to 3.7 per cent this year,”
Chouhan said.

Official figures re-
leased by the Ministry of
Statistics on Friday con-
firmed India’s GDP
growth for this quarter
stands at 7.8 per cent. Ag-
riculture posted a 3.7 per
cent expansion, manufac-
turing registered a solid
7.7 per cent growth, and
the construction sector
grew by 7.6 per cent in the
first quarter of 2025-26.
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CM Yogi Surveys Flood-
Hit Areas in Ghazipur

Growing India

Ghazipur (UP): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Satur-
day conducted an aerial
survey of flood-affected
areas in Ghazipur district.
CM Yogi first reached Var-
anasi, and from there he
left to conduct an aerial
survey of the flood-affect-
ed Ghazipur district of the
state.

After reviewing the
situation from the air, the
Chief Minister instruct-
ed district and divisional
officials to ensure that
flood-affected families
face no inconvenience. He
emphasised the timely
supply of food, clean
drinking water, and
healthcare at relief shel-
ters, and asked officials
to remain in constant
touch with people. Yogi
also ordered special ar-
rangements for cattle
feed, purity of drinking
water, and adequate stock

of medicines, including
anti-snake venom and
anti-rabies vaccines, in
the flood-hit villages.

He reiterated that the
state government stands
with every citizen in this
crisis and urged people
not to panic. Floods have
inundated several areas of
Ghazipur, submerging
standing crops and cut-
ting off connecting roads.
Waterlogging has blocked
the Gahmar bypass, forc-
ing residents to rely on
boats for commuting. In
Zamania tehsil, officials
held a chaupal to hear vil-
lagers’ grievances, while
health teams spread
awareness about disease
prevention and sprayed
bleaching powder in af-
fected villages. With the
water level stabilising
since Saturday morning,
after crossing the danger
mark on Friday, people re-
main hopeful that the situ-
ation will improve in the
coming days.
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Patna: Preparations for the
upcoming Bihar Assembly
elections have gained mo-
mentum with large-scale
participation in the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the voter list.

According to the Election
Commission, so far 2,27,636
voters have filed claims and
objections against entries in
the draft voter list.

Among them, 29,872 ap-
plications have been filed for
the inclusion of the names
in the electoral rolls, while
1,97,764 applications were
filed for the exclusion of
names from the voter lists.
The election commission
has disposed of 33,771 appli-
cations in the last 7 days.

The most encouraging
sign has come from first-
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time voters.
In August alone, 13,33,793
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youth above 18 years have
submitted Form-6 applica-
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tions to get their names en-
rolled in the voter lists.

According to an official
of the ECI, this indicates
strong interest among young
voters in participating in the
democratic process.

If approved, over 13 lakh
new names will be added to
the electoral rolls this year.
The Election Commission
claims 61,248 applications
were disposed of in the last
7 days. The Commission’s
report also highlights the
role of Booth Level Agents
(BLAs) appointed by politi-
cal parties.

1,60,813 BLAs from 12 po-
litical parties are actively
engaged across the state to
assist voters in corrections
and new registrations.
Among them, CPIML BLAs

filed the maximum 118
claims and objections, while
RJD agents submitted 10
forms till Saturday.

Among the 118 claims
and objections of CPI ML, 15
applications were filed for
the inclusion of names in
the electoral rolls, while 103
applications were filed for
the exclusion from the voter
lists. Officials said that such
efforts by political parties,
voters, and the Commission
are making the revision pro-
cess more transparent and
error-free. Earlier, nearly 65
lakh names were deleted
from the rolls during special
intensive revision drives to
remove ineligible or dupli-
cate entries. The last date of
filing the claims and objec-
tions is August 31.

India to Build All Future Warships
Domestically: R
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New Delhi: Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh on Sat-
urday announced that In-
dia’s warships will be
manufactured domesti-
cally, reinforcing the Modi
government’s push to-
wards an ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India)’
to enhance the nation’s
military strength and
global standing amid on-
going economic and geo-
political challenges.

Highlighting the scale
of indigenous effort, De-
fence Minister Singh,
speaking at the NDTV De-
fence Summit 2025, noted
that nearly 75 per cent of
the new warships were de-
signed locally, a develop-
ment he said would sig-
nificantly bolster India’s
strategic autonomy.

The statement comes
days after the commission-
ing of two indigenously-
built Nilgiri-class stealth
frigates, INS Himgiri and
INS Udaygiri.

These advanced war-
ships feature significant
upgrades in weapon and
sensor systems and are
equipped to undertake a
wide spectrum of mari-
time operations.

Defence Minister Sin-
gh’s remarks also follow
the conclusion of ‘Opera-
tion Sindoor’, India’s mili-

tary response to the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack
in which 26 people were
killed by Pakistan-backed
terrorists.

The attack was carried
out by terrorists linked to
‘The Resistance Front’ --
an offshoot of the Paki-
stan-based Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba. India retaliated with
precision strikes on terror
camps located in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir.

A notable aspect of ‘Op-
eration Sindoor’ was the
deployment of indige-
nously-developed air de-
fence system modules,
which successfully shield-
ed both civilian and mili-
tary infrastructure from a
barrage of Pakistani mis-
siles and drones.

Defence Minister Singh

witnessed India’s growing
Defence capabilities.
“The way our forces,
with indigenous equip-
ment, carried out precise
strikes on their targets
shows no mission can suc-
ceed without a vision,
long-term preparation,
and coordination,” he
said. He stressed that the
operation was not just a
short-term conflict but a
reflection of long-term
strategy. “Operation Sin-
door may seem like just a
few days’ war, and a story
of India’s victory and Pa-
kistan’s defeat, but behind
it lay years of strategic
preparation and a long
role of Defence prepared-
ness,” Defence Minister
Singh said. The Defence
Minister also highlighted

ajnath Singh
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the economic benefits of
advancing indigenous De-
fence production, citing
the rapid growth in arms
exports.

“In 2014, our Defence
export was less than Rs 700
crore. Today, it has in-
creased to nearly Rs 24,000
crore, reaching a record
level. This shows that In-
dia is no longer just a buy-
er; it is becoming an ex-
porter,” he said.

Emphasising that the
focus on domestic Defence
manufacturing would not
only safeguard the coun-
try but also strengthen its
global stature, Singh re-
marked, “This very ap-
proach will keep us secure
in the times to come and
also secure us a leading
position among the world’s
emerging powers.”

Indore: RBI Governor Marks
11 Years of Jan Dhan Yojana

Growing India

Indore: The State Bank of
India (SBI) organised a
special camp in Indore on
Saturday to celebrate the
completion of 11 years of
the Pradhan Mantri Jan-
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY).
The event was graced by
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Governor Sanjay
Malhotra, and witnessed
participation from a large
number of residents.

The camp was aimed
at raising awareness on
financial inclusion, Know
Your Customer (KYC)
compliance, and the grow-
ing importance of digital
banking. Speaking on the
occasion, RBI Governor
Sanjay Malhotra said that
India today stands among
the fastest-growing econo-
mies in the world. He ex-
pressed confidence that in
the coming years, India
would surpass several na-
tions to become the world’s
third-largest economic
power.

Marking the 11th an-
niversary of Jan-Dhan Yo-
jana, Malhotra said the
scheme has played a his-
toric role in bringing mil-
lions of unbanked citizens
into the formal financial
system. “Our goal is inclu-
sive development where
every section of society
prospers. Today, re-KYC is
not just a legal require-
ment but also a social re-

sp'onsibility,” he stated.

Highlighting the chal-
lenges of the digital era,
he stressed the need for
strong awareness to safe-
guard people from cyber
frauds and financial
crimes. Malhotra also ex-
plained the “Bank at
Your Doorstep” initia-
tive, under which banks
are conducting camps in
rural areas to provide ac-
cess to schemes like the
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana, Atal
Pension Yojana, and oth-
er welfare programmes.
These, he said, are vital
for integrating rural In-
dia with the mainstream
economy.

He further urged elect-
ed representatives to ac-
tively participate in
spreading awareness of
these schemes, ensuring
that more people benefit.
“Jan-Dhan Yojana has
connected millions to
banking in the past 11
years.

NEW UNIT TO BOOST INDIA’S DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY, STRENGTHEN STRATEGIC CAPABILITIES

Rajnath Singh, CM Yogi inau%?fcr%te
ouda

drone manu
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Noida: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Satur-
day inaugurated the Raphe
mPhibr Drone Manufactur-
ing Unit and Defence
Equipment and Engine
Test Facility in Sector-81,
Noida. Speaking at the
event, CM Yogi said the es-
tablishment of state-of-the-
art facilities for drones,
aircraft engines, and aero-
space testing marked a ma-
jor achievement for India’s
defence sector in the face of
evolving global challenges.

“India has been facing
challenges since 1947, and
Operation Sindoor has

demonstrated the nation’s
power in this new era of
warfare. If you have
strength, the world bows
before you. When Shastra
(epics) and Sastra (weap-
ons) go hand in hand, peace
prevails,” he said. The
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Chief Minister cited the
examples of Maharana
Pratap’s valour and the
symbolism of the lion as
strength and authority.
Highlighting Uttar
Pradesh’s contribution to
national defence, he said

nine ordnance factories
were operational in the
state, while 12,500 acres of
land had been allocated for
the Defence Corridor
spread across Agra, Ali-
garh, Jhansi, Chitrakoot,
and Kanpur. He added that
a BrahMos missile unit set
up in Lucknow had already
proven its capabilities dur-
ing Operation Sindoor.

Congratulating the new
unit, Yogi assured that the
state government was com-
mitted to the security of the
country and to supporting
defence manufacturing.

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh described the
facility as a milestone in
India’s scientific and de-
fence innovation.

ring unit in

“This unit is dedicated
to the nation and repre-
sents a revolution in de-
fence technology. The com-
pany that began in 2017
with just 10 people now has
more than 3,600 scientists
and engineers,” he said.

Claimingthat the drones
produced at the facility can-
not be detected by defence
systems in the US or China,
Singh called it India’s most
innovative aircraft manu-
facturing hub. “This tech-
nology will instil fear in the
enemy,” he added. He also
noted that Uttar Pradesh,
once considered difficult
for industrial investment
due to poor law and order,
had now become the first
choice of investors under

Yogi Adityanath’s leader-
ship. Drawing on global ex-
amples, Singh pointed out
that drones have become
central to modern warfare,
as seen in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

Recalling the Pokhran
nuclear tests of 1998, he
said India had always
forged ahead despite oppo-
sition. The Defence Minis-
ter further said that within
just 14 months, equipment
developed by this company
in collaboration with
DRDO had been success-
fully deployed in Operation
Sindoor -- a feat made pos-
sible by a blend of determi-
nation, science, and the
courage of India’s armed
forces.
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PM Modi Gifts Moonstone
Bowls and Pashmina Shawl
to Japanese Leaders

Growing India

Tokyo: Showcasing a per-
fect blend of timeless In-
dian artistry and Japa-
nese culinary tradition,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi gifted a set of vin-
tage precious stone bowls
with silver chopsticks to
his Japanese counterpart
Shigeru Ishiba during his
two-day Japan visit which
concluded on Saturday.

Featuring a large
brown moonstone bowl
with four smaller ones
and silver chopsticks, it
draws inspiration from
Japan’s donburi and soba
rituals. The moonstone,
sourced from Andhra
Pradesh, glows with adu-
larescence and symbolis-
es love, balance, and pro-
tection, while the base of
the main bowl is Makrana
marble inlaid with semi-
precious stones in the tra-
ditional ‘parchin kari’
style of Rajasthan.

PM Modi also gifted a
Pashmina shawl in a

hand-painted papier
mache box to the spouse
of the Prime Minister of
Japan. The Pashmina
shawl, made from the fine
wool of the Changthangi
goat in Ladakh, is valued
worldwide for being light,
soft, and warm. Handwo-
ven by Kashmiri artisans,
it carries a centuries-old
tradition once cherished
by royalty. The shawl has
an ivory base with deli-
cate floral and paisley pat-
terns in rust, pink, and
red, showing classic
Kashmiri design and
craftsmanship. It comes
in a hand-painted papier-
mache box decorated
with floral and bird mo-
tifs, adding to its beauty
and cultural value.

Court Strikes Down Most of
Trump’s Reciprocal Tariffs
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Washington: In a set-
back to U.S. President
Donald Trump, a federal
appeals court struck
down most of the admin-
istration’s global recipro-
cal tariffs. In its ruling,
the court ruled that Presi-
dent Trump did not have
the “power to impose tar-
iffs.” Hours after the rul-
ing President Trump
stated that he would ap-
proach the Supreme
Court on the ruling.

“The statute bestows
significant authority on
the President to under-
take a number of actions
in response to a declared
national emergency, but
none of these actions ex-
plicitly include the power
to impose tariffs, duties,
or the like, or the power to
tax,” it said.

The ruling stopped
short of implementing
the order until October 14
to provide time to the ad-
ministration to seek legal

recourse in the Supreme
Court. However, U.S. tar-
iffs on steel and alumini-
um, which were enacted
through a different legal
authority, would stay in
place. Remarking on the
President’s use of the
1977 International Emer-
gency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA) to impose
“reciprocal” tariffs, the
court said it did not give
Trump “unlimited au-
thority to impose tariffs.”

“The statute neither
mentions tariffs (or any
of its synonyms) nor has
procedural safeguards
that contain clear limits
on the President’s power
to impose tariffs,” the
court mentioned in its
ruling.

India prevents global crisis
by purchasing Russian oil,
keeps markets stable
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New Delhi: As allegations
fly thick and fast over India
extending a financial life-
line to Russia and becom-
ing a laundering hub, the
reality is that by purchas-
ing Russian energy, New
Delhi has prevented a glob-
al crisis by keeping global
markets stable and infla-
tion under control for it-
self and for the world.
Russia supplies nearly
10 per cent of world oil. If
India stopped buying,
crude could hit $200 a bar-
rel. By keeping oil flowing,
India stabilised markets
and helped global citizens.
US Treasury Secretary Ja-
net Yellen and others have
already praised India’s
role towards this. India is
not using US dollars from
trade to buy Russian oil as
purchases are routed
through traders in third
countries and settled in
currencieslike AED. Atno
point did the US govern-
ment ask India to stop buy-
ing. India’s trade is fully
legitimate and within G7
and EU price-cap rules.
There is no black mar-
ket either. Russian oil is

not sanctioned like Iranian
or Venezuelan oil. It is sold
under a price-cap system
designed by the West to
prevent profiteering. If the
US wanted to ban Russian
oil, it would have sanc-
tioned it. It did not because
it needs Russian oil in the
market.

India also cut fuel pric-
es for its citizens even as
global oil spiked to $137 a
barrel. State-run oil firms
took losses of Rs 21,000
crore, while government
taxed exports to prevent
profiteering. India’s im-
ports prevented a global
spike and cushioned infla-
tion for everyone.

The country has been
the world’s 4th-largest re-
finer for decades. Refining
crude and exporting fuels
is how the global system
works. After banning Rus-
sian crude, Europe itself
relied on Indian diesel and
jet fuel. That is stabilisa-
tion, not laundering.
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Tianjin (China): In a sig-
nificant diplomatic devel-
opment ahead of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky
held a detailed telephone
conversation on Saturday,
reaffirming a shared com-
mitment to the peaceful
resolution of the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine.

The conversation, initi-
ated by President Zelensky,
comes just two days before
PM Modi’s scheduled meet-

ing with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the side-
lines of the SCO summit
being held in Tianjin, Chi-
na.
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Taking to social media
platform X, PM Modi
shared the essence of the
discussion: “Thank Presi-
dent Zelensky for his

phone call today. We ex-
changed views on the on-
going conflict, its humani-
tarian aspect, and efforts
to restore peace and stabil-
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PM Modi and Zelensky hold key phone call on
Ukraine peace and bilateral ties ahead of SCO meet

ity. India extends full sup-
port to all efforts in this
direction.”

The Indian govern-
ment’s official readout ech-
oed this sentiment, reiter-
ating India’s “steadfast and
consistent position” in fa-
vour of a peaceful settle-
ment and expressing readi-
ness to extend “all possible
support” towards the earli-
est restoration of peace.

President Zelensky also
posted about the call on X,
offering insights into
UKkraine’s current diplo-
matic outreach and hopes
for meaningful mediation:

“I spoke with the Prime

Minister of India, Naren-
dra Modi. I informed him
about the negotiations with
President Trump in Wash-
ington involving European
leaders. It was a productive,
important conversation, a
shared vision among part-
ners on how to achieve real
peace.”

Zelensky noted
Ukraine’s willingness to
engage in a direct dialogue
with Russia, while express-
ing frustration over Mos-
cow’s ‘lack of constructive
response’: “Ukraine con-
firmed its readiness for a
meeting with the Russian
leader.

PM Modi Receives Warm Welcome in Tianjin
Indian diaspora in China accords
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Tianjin (China): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
received a rousing wel-
come from members of
the Indian community
upon his arrival in Chi-
na’s Tianjin on Saturday
evening, local time, to

attend the two-day
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO)

Summit, beginning Sun-
day. PM Modi was greet-
ed with traditional cul-
tural performances and
enthusiastic chants of
‘Vande Mataram’ and
‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’, re-
flecting the communi-
ty’s excitement.

Sharing the glimpses
on his social media plat-
form X, PM Modi said,
“China’s Indian commu-
nity accorded a very spe-
cial welcome in Tian-
jin.” Prime Minister
Modi travelled from To-
kyo after concluding his
visit to Japan earlier in
the day, before landing at
the Binhai International
Airport in Tianjin.

“Landed in Tianjin,
China. Looking forward
to engaging in in-depth
discussions during the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit
and meeting with lead-
ers from various coun-
tries,” PM Modi posted
on X after landing in
China.

According to the Min-
istry of External Affairs
(MEA), this visit is a tes-
tament to India’s con-

O

structive and proactive
role in the SCO.

On the sidelines of
the Summit, Prime Min-
ister Modi is expected to
hold several key bilater-
al meetings with world
leaders attending the
Summit. He is scheduled
to have a meeting with
Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Sunday and

Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Mon-
day.

PM Modi and Xi Jin-
ping last met on the side-
lines of the BRICS Sum-
mit in Russia’s Kazan in
2024. The breakthrough
in bilateral talks was
made possible after In-
dia and China reached
an agreement on patrol-
ling along the nearly
3,500-km LAC to end the
four-year-long border
confrontation.

India has been a mem-
ber of SCO since 2017. It

held the presidency of
the Council of Heads of
State of SCO during
2022-23.

“India is an active
and constructive mem-
ber of SCO. During our
Presidency, we have in-
troduced new ideas and
initiated collaboration
in the fields of innova-
tion, health and cultural
exchanges. India re-
mains committed to
working with the SCO
members to address
shared challenges and
deepen regional cooper-
ation. I also look forward
to meeting President Xi
Jinping, President Putin
and other leaders on the
sidelines of the Sum-
mit,” said PM Modi in
his departure statement.

“I am confident that
my visits to Japan and
China would further our
national interests and
priorities, and contrib-

rousing welcome to PM Modi

& s
ute to building fruitful
cooperation in advanc-
ing regional and global
peace, security, and sus-
tainable development”
he added.

The SCO is a perma-
nent intergovernmental
international organisa-
tion established in
Shanghai on June 15,
2001. The SCO member
states are: China, Rus-
sia, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajik-
istan, Pakistan, Uzbek-
istan, Iran and Bela-
rus.

The SCO has two ob-
server states - Afghani-
stan and Mongolia and
14 dialogue partners,
including Turkey, Ku-
wait, Azerbaijan, Ar-
menia, Cambodia, and
Nepal. Sri Lanka, Sau-
di Arabia, Egypt, Qa-
tar, Bahrain, the Mal-
dives, Myanmar and the
United Arab Emirates.

BNP says those backing
Proportional Representation
system have ‘ulterior motives’
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Dhaka: In an escalating
political standoff ahead of
next year’s general elec-
tion, the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) on
Saturday said that those
backing the Proportional
Representation (PR) sys-
tem have “ulterior mo-
tives”. The party stated
that there is no mention of
a “PR system” in Bangla-
desh’s Constitution, local
media reported.

Speaking at the open-
ing of Netrokona district
BNP’s triennial council,
BNP standing committee
member Salahuddin
Ahmed took an indirect
dig at the radical Islamist
party Jamaat-e-Islami.

“According to their
statement, if elections are
not held under a PR sys-
tem, they will not allow
polls in Bangladesh. To-
day, I am announcing that
the national election will
be held in the first half of
February next year, before
Ramadan begins. No one
will be able to stop it,”
Bangladesh’s leading
newspaper, The Daily Star,
quoted the BNP leader as
saying. “Article 65(2) of
Bangladesh’s constitution
clearly states that 300
members of parliament
shall be elected directly
from territorial constitu-
encies. There is no men-
tion of any PR system or
provision.” He added, cit-
ing the Constitution of
Bangladesh. Salahuddin
alleged that those issuing
misleading statements to
delay or hinder the elec-
tion were deceiving the
public. “Candidates are
reaching out to the pub-

Pakistan's growing support to Rakhine mujahideen,

lic, and people are ready
to vote. Anyone speaking
against elections will be
rejected by the people,”
he added Meanwhile, on
Saturday, Shafiqul Alam,
Press Secretary to the in-

terim government’s
Chief Advisor, asserted
that the national election
will be held as scheduled
in the first half of Febru-
ary, insisting that no
force will be able to ob-
struct it. “We are saying
firmly that the election
will be held in the first
half of February. There
is no force that can stop
it,” Bangladesh’s leading
daily Dhaka Tribune
quoted Alam as saying.

“The election will defi-
nitely be held before Feb-
ruary 15, within the first
half of February. No kind
of conspiracy will be able
to halt it,” he stressed. On
Friday, Jamaat accused
Chief Advisor Muham-
mad Yunus of breaking
his promise, claiming
that the recently an-
nounced roadmap was
designed to derail the
prospect of a free elec-
tion. “The Chief Advisor
has broken his promise
by announcing the elec-
tion roadmap; this road-
map is a blueprint to de-
rail a fair election,” said
Jamaat leader Syed Ab-
dullah Muhammad
Taher, addressing a pub-
lic event.

radicalised Rohingyas under Yunus regime
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Dhaka: The political and terri-
torial landscape of Myanmar’s
Rakhine State has been funda-
mentally altered by the rise of
the Arakan Army, the collapse
of central military control, and
ongoing persecution and dis-
placement of the Rohingya pop-
ulation. The involvement of
Pakistan through its Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) in train-
ing and radicalising Rohingya
armed groups has raised secu-
rity concerns for the region. Re-
ports indicate that Pakistani
military officers have visited the
10th Infantry Division in Ramu
and the 66th Infantry Division in
Rangpur, strengthening ties

with local militias.

In December 2024, the Rohingya
Solidarity Organisation (RSO)
joined the ‘Four Brothers Alli-
ance’—a coalition including
ARSA, Rohingya Islami Mahaz,
Arakan National Defence Force

(ANDF), and Arakan Rohingya
Army (ARA)—ending prior in-
ternal conflicts and consolidat-
ing strength within refugee
camps. Bangladesh Army is re-
portedly training Rohingya cad-
res to counter the Arakan Army

in collaboration with the ruling
junta. Training centres are lo-
cated in Mymensingh, Cox’s
Bazar, and Bagerhat, with ISI
support in Naikhongchhari and
Brahmanbaria.

The Arakan Army has seized
control of 14 of 17 townships in
Rakhine, representing nearly 80
percent of the region, and has
been enforcing conscription for
adults up to 45 years under its
National Defence Emergency
Provision. The group has been
accused of anti-Rohingya vio-
lence and spreading hate speech.
Bangladesh’s planned UN-sup-
ported Rakhine Humanitarian
Corridor (RHC) has been
shelved, with aid now delivered
through channels approved by

Dhaka. While the US supports a
safe zone for Rohingyas, Bangla-
desh maintains control over its
implementation. Amid the hu-
manitarian emergency, Dhaka is
pushing for dignified repatria-
tion of Rohingyas, although the
Arakan Army remains non-
committal.

The Bangladeshi Ministry of
Foreign Affairs held a three-day
international conference in
Cox’s Bazar, urging global atten-
tion and donor participation.
National Security Advisor Khal-
ilur Rahman recently visited
Doha to engage Qatari and US
officials on strategies for Roh-
ingya-Rakhine mediation, high-
lighting the ongoing interna-
tional dimension of the crisis.
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Man Killed in Animal
Grazing Dispute
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Kushinagar: A violent
dispute over animal graz-
ing in Semra village un-
der Kubersthan police sta-
tion in Kushinagar dis-
trict, Uttar Pradesh, end-
ed in tragedy on Friday
evening when a local man
was brutally killed. The
victim, Utkarsh Singh
(40), son of Indrajit Singh,
who serves as the district
co-convener of the RSS,
was attacked by a group
of local men following an
argument over livestock
grazing in a field.
According to police and
eyewitnesses, Utkarsh
Singh went to the field af-
ter receiving information
about animals grazing
there. A dispute ensued
with a family residing in
a nearby hut, which esca-
lated into a violent as-
sault. Four men, identi-
fied as sons of Kanhai
Yadav from the same vil-
lage, reportedly chased
Utkarsh into the village
carrying sickles, sticks,

and rods. They repeatedly
struck him on the head,
face, eyes, and other parts
of his body, and continued
to hold him down even af-
ter he fell to the ground.
Eyewitnesses stated that
the attackers also gouged
his eyes and cut his ears
before police arrived at
the scene.

Utkarsh was rushed to
Padrauna Medical Col-
lege in critical condition,
where doctors declared
him dead on arrival. Po-
lice have taken three of
the accused into custody,
while the fourth is still at
large.

Kushinagar CO Dr.
Ajay Kumar Singh con-
firmed that the police in-
spected the site and re-
corded statements from
the victim’s family. Based
on the FIR filed by Indra-
jit Singh, a case has been
registered against the
four men—Satchidanand
Yadav, Srinivas Yadav, De-
vendra Yadav, and Gyan
Yadav—for murder. Inves-
tigation is ongoing.

Revenue Inspector Caught
Taking Bribe, Anti-Corruption
Team Takes Him into Custody
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Deoria: A revenue in-
spector was caught red-
handed accepting a bribe
near the Deoria Sadar
Tehsil gate on Saturday.
The Anti-Corruption
team from Gorakhpur ap-
prehended the official
and took him into custody
at Sadar Kotwali for ques-
tioning.

Krishna Kumar
Mishra, Sadar Tehsildar
of Deoria, told reporters
that the revenue inspec-
tor, Shailesh, posted at
Rampur Karkhana, was
caught taking a bribe
from a cultivator in con-
nection with a land mat-
ter. The Anti-Corruption
team is conducting a de-

tailed interrogation at the
police station.

Local resident Jwala
Yadav of Harpur village
stated that despite orders
from higher authorities
for the measurement of
hisland, the inspector de-
manded a bribe of 10,000.
Following his complaint
to the Gorakhpur Anti-
Corruption team, the of-
ficial was caught in the
act after the team verified
the allegations.

DV Singh, in-charge of
Deoria Sadar Kotwali,
confirmed that the reve-
nue inspector is under
questioning and a formal
case will be registered
based on the report sub-
mitted by the Anti-Cor-
ruption team.

Uncovered Coal Transport from
SECL Dipka Raises Safety,
Environmental Concerns
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Korba: Coal from SECL’s
Dipka mine is being
transported daily to vari-
ous states via 10 to 15
trains, but concerns have
been raised over the prac-
tice of moving coal with-
out covering it with tar-
paulins. Experts and lo-
cal residents argue that
this could potentially vio-
late Supreme Court
guidelines and compro-
mise both environmental
and public safety stand-
ards.

Photographs and videos
shared by local observers
show coal spilling from
open wagons onto rail-
way tracks, creating haz-
ardous conditions. Flying
dust generated from un-
covered coal is not only a
source of environmental
pollution but also poses
serious health risks to
nearby communities. La-
bor organizations and
social groups have high-
lighted that such trans-
portation methods in-
crease the likelihood of
accidents along the
routes.

Safety concerns extend
beyond environmental is-
sues. Social organiza-
tions have pointed out
that coal theft is more
likely when transported
openly and that the pres-

ence of overhead high-
tension lines along the
railway routes poses an
additional life-threaten-
ing danger. Residents and
local groups have
stressed the urgent need
for strict adherence to
regulations to prevent
potential mishaps.
Experts have called for
rigorous enforcement of
environmental and safe-
ty norms, suggesting that
covering all coal ship-
ments with tarpaulins
can mitigate pollution,
reduce accidents, and
protect public health.
They argue that proper
monitoring by manage-
ment and railway author-
ities is essential to en-
sure compliance with
Supreme Court direc-
tives and maintain safe
transportation  stand-
ards.

Local communities have
appealed to SECL and the
relevant authorities to
adopt stricter measures
immediately, including
full coverage of coal wag-
ons, adherence to safety
protocols, and continu-
ous monitoring of trans-
port routes. They empha-
size that these steps are
crucial to safeguard both
public safety and the en-
vironment while main-
taining efficient coal sup-
ply operations.

acknowle
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Mumbai: Bhojpuri actor
and politician Pawan Sin-
gh has once again found
himself in the spotlight,
not for his professional
endeavors but due to a
deeply personal matter.
His wife, Jyoti Singh, re-
cently posted an emotion-
al note on social media,
expressing years of pain
and neglect in her rela-
tionship with the actor.
The post has sparked
widespread discussion
among fans and media
alike.

In her note, Jyoti al-
leged that her repeated
attempts to communicate
with Pawan over the last
several months have gone
unanswered. “I have been
trying to talk to you for
several months about

some family and political
issues, but you or the peo-

ple around you have per-
haps not deemed it appro-

priate to reply to my calls
and messages,” she wrote.
She also revealed that she
had traveled to Lucknow
to meet him during
Chhath at Dehri, only to
be turned away, citing in-
structions from an un-
specified “boss.”

Jyoti described her
emotional turmoil, claim-
ing that even her father’s
attempts to intervene two
months ago failed to yield
any positive results. Ex-
pressing extreme distress,
she threatened self-immo-
lation, writing, “What
grave offence have I com-
mitted that I am being
punished like this? If Tam
not worthy of you, then
you could have just left
me. There was no need to
give me false hope during
the Lok Sabha elections.”
She added that she felt dis-
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Pawan Si?;zg/z’s second wife urges him to at least

respected, saying, “I am
your family — yet it hurts
me deeply when you em-
brace such people who
once spoke  harshly
against you, but when I
share my pain, my own
family doesn’t even ac-
knowledge me.”

Jyoti’s post concluded
as a final plea, marking
the end of what she de-
scribed as seven years of
struggle. “Nowadays, I
have begun to hate my life.
Come and talk to me, re-
spond to my calls and mes-
sages, try to understand
my pain for once,” she
urged.

The post has gone viral,
generating reactions
across social media plat-
forms and drawing atten-
tion from fans, followers,
and the general public.
Many have expressed con-

oe her presence, threatens self-harm

cern for Jyoti’s well-being,
while some have called for
a resolution to the cou-
ple’s ongoing issues.

As of now, Pawan Sin-
gh has not publicly re-
sponded to Jyoti’s heart-
felt message. The lack of
areaction has only added
to the speculation sur-
rounding the couple’s re-
lationship. Observers
note that the unfolding
situation highlights the
challenges of maintain-
ing privacy and personal
boundaries amid the in-
tense scrutiny faced by
public figures.

This incident serves as
areminder of the human
struggles that celebrities
often face behind the
glamour of fame and po-
litical influence, as fans
and the public await fur-
ther developments.

District Administration Inspects Padrauna
Sugar Mill to Explore Revival, Boost

Employment and Regional Development

Growing India

Kushinagar: The district
administration of Kushi-
nagar conducted an on-site
inspection of the closed
Padrauna Sugar Mill on
Saturday, aiming to assess
possibilities for its revival.
The inspection was led by
District Magistrate Mahen-
dra Singh Tawar, along
with Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate Rishabh Deshraj
Pundir, Tehsildar of Pa-
drauna, and the District
Cane Officer.

The Padrauna Sugar
Mill has remained non-op-
erational since 2012-13, im-
pacting local sugarcane
farmers. During the visit,
the District Magistrate re-
viewed pending dues owed

Three Arrested for Attempted urder Over Old Feud

L

Growing India

Champa: In a swift police
action, three individuals
have been arrested in
Champa for carryingout a
life-threatening  attack
over an old family feud.
Authorities recovered
weapons used in the as-
sault, including an iron
leg guard, sticks, and
knife-like implements.
The incident occurred
on the night of August 28,
2025, when Dheeraj Devan-
gan was closing his shop at
Kachahri Chowk. Accord-
ing to a complaint filed by
his brother, Naveen De-
vangan, the three accused
attacked Dheeraj in a coor-
dinated assault with the
intent to Kkill, stemming

Coal Tra
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Korba: Coal from SECL’s
Dipka mine is being trans-
ported daily to various
states via 10 to 15 trains, but
concerns have been raised
over the practice of moving
coal without covering it
with tarpaulins, potentially
violating Supreme Court
guidelines. Local residents
and labor organizations
have emphasized that strict
adherence to environmen-
tal and safety standards is
essential during this pro-
cess.

Photographs and videos

e, )
tofarmers and directed the
District Cane Officer to
submit a detailed report.

He further assessed the
requirements for restart-
ing the mill, emphasizing
that its reopening could
create significant employ-
ment opportunities and
open new avenues for de-
velopment in the region.
The Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate and District Cane Of-
ficer were instructed to

i

from an unresolved dis-
pute.

The arrested individu-
als include Kamlesh De-
vangan, 33, Akhilesh De-
vangan, alias Raju, 26,
both residents of Hanu-
man Dhara, Ward C-01,

e

| e
evaluate the mill’s assets
and liabilities. The inspec-
tion also included a review
of the internal and exter-
nal maintenance of the
mill premises.

Officials present during
the inspection included the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
of Padrauna, Tehsildar of
Padrauna, District Cane
Officer, local revenue offi-
cials, and other relevant
personnel.
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Champa Police Station,
and Pancharam Patel, 28,
aresident of Parskhol vil-
lage, Basna Police Station,
Mahasamund district.
Under the direction of
Janjgir-Champa Superin-
tendent of Police Vijay

Fitness Camps and Police
Verification to Ensure Safety
of All School Buses

Growing India

Deoria: A meeting of the
School Transport Safety
Committee was held today
at the Collectorate audito-
rium under the chairman-
ship of Rudrapur MLA Jai
Prakash Nishad. District
Magistrate Divya Mittal,
Superintendent of Police
Vikrant Veer, MLC repre-
sentative Raju Mani, and
officials from various de-
partments along with pub-
lic representatives attend-
ed the meeting to discuss

comprehensive safety
measures for school vehi-
cles.

MLA Jai Prakash Ni-
shad emphasized that chil-
dren must only be seated
according to the pre-

-

Kumar Pandey, the Cham-

pa Police apprehended the
accused promptly. During
interrogation, the trio con-
fessed to the crime and
were formally arrested be-
fore being sent to judicial
remand.

scribed seating capacity,
and overloading under
any circumstances must
be strictly prohibited. He
instructed that drivers
and conductors should al-
ways wear the prescribed
uniform, and school man-
agement should periodi-
cally hold meetings with
drivers to raise awareness
about safety. The MLA fur-
ther directed that school
managements publish a
list of their buses, ensure
no vehicle is operated by a
part-time driver, and com-
pletely ban the practice of
adding extra seats in vans.

District Magistrate Di-
vya Mittal instructed all
school principals and
managements to have
their vehicles tested at fit-

ness camps and ensure
that each bus is equipped
with a first aid box, fire
extinguisher, speed gover-
nor, and GPS system. She
stressed that police verifi-
cation of all drivers is
mandatory, and CCTV
cameras should be in-
stalled on buses. Proper
parking arrangements
and regular vehicle servic-
ing are to be ensured by
the school authorities
themselves.
Superintendent of Po-
lice Vikrant Veer stated
that children’s safety is
paramount and any negli-
gence will not be tolerated.
Strict action will be taken
against drivers found op-
erating vehicles under the
influence of alcohol.

Health Minister Issues Warning
to Striking NHM Employees

Growing India

Raipur: In Chhattisgarh, the
state government has issued
an ultimatum to NHM em-
ployees on strike over ten-
point demands, including
regularization, warning that
their services will be termi-
nated if they donotreturnto
work. A formal notice has
also been issued as part of
the action. Health Minister
Shyam Bihari Jaiswal stated
that contractual employees
are not paid if they do not
report to work. “Thisisnota
matter of aday or two;along
gap has already occurred.
Hence, the department has
issued a ‘no work, no pay’
notice,” he said.

UNCOVERED COAL TRANSPORT SPARKS SAFETY CONCERNS

V

from the transport routes
show that uncovered coal

- =

mental pollution, and coal
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leadstoflyingdust, environ- spillingontorailway tracks, dents. Social organizations
which could cause acci-

have also highlighted the

Around 16,000 NHM
health workers across the
state have been on an indefi-
nite strike for over two
weeks, disrupting hospital
operations. In response, the
state government directed
the employees to immedi-
ately resume duties. Follow-
ing this, NHM employees
met with Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to request
discussions on at least five of
their key demands.

nsported fromSECL Diplka Uncovered

risk of theft during open
transport and the danger
posed by overhead high-
tension lines, which could
be life-threatening.

Experts say that strict
enforcement of environ-
mental and safety regula-
tions could prevent such
incidents and provide relief
to local communities. Resi-
dents and local organiza-
tions have appealed to the
management to ensure that
all coal shipments are cov-
ered with tarpaulins, follow-
ing proper guidelines to
safeguard both public safety
and the environment.




Kota, Sunday, 31 August 2025

EDITORIAL

The ‘Bhagwat
Thought’ on Hinduism

SS Chief Mohan

Bhagwat has ex-

pressed almost the

same ideas on Hin-

dus and Hindutva

that he has reiter-
ated several times before.
While the commentary and
context may differ, the core
concept of the RSS remains
the “Hindu.” Its meaning is
not synonymous with a
“Hindu nation.” The RSS
chief still envisions a con-
cept of “Akhand Bharat”
(Undivided India), and
therefore considers the
shared cultural ethos of
Hindutva as a unifying fac-
tor among the people and
societies within this geo-
graphic expanse. According
to the RSS, this sense of
shared identity continues to
connect many regions of
Akhand Bharat.

Bhagwat regards the
term “Hindu” as fundamen-
tally integrative, seeingit as
a guarantor of secularism.
Questions arise: Should the
word “secular” be removed
from the Preamble of the
Constitution since Indiaisa
Hindu-majority and secular
nation? While Bhagwat’s
core idea centers on “Hin-
du,” he also regards the
soul, consciousness, and es-
sence of Muslims as part of
this broader Hindu identity.
However, most ordinary,
educated, or ideological
Muslims do not identify
themselves as Hindu.
Whenever this debate aris-
es, the oldest political party,
Congress, tends to revisit
historical pages, blaming
Savarkar and past RSS lead-
ers for the two-nation theo-
ry. Later, hardline Muslims
also began advocating the
two-nation theory. This
legacy extends even to Paki-
stan’s Field Marshal Asim
Munir. The fundamental
question remains: Which
“Hindu” does Bhagwat re-
fer to—the religion, the
community, the ideology, or
the lifestyle? On what basis
does he consider the “Hin-
du” as a guarantor of secu-
larism? If the Hindu is inte-
grative, why are calls for a
“Hindu nation” repeated?
Why has the RSS’s notion of
“Hindu” been associated
with hatred and communal-
ism? When Bhagwat speaks
of 40,000 years of history,

which civilization is he re-
ferring to? The Ramayana
and Mahabharata are less
than 5,000 years old. No
study has traced civiliza-
tions back 40,000 years. By
citing such sensational fig-
ures, what is Bhagwat try-
ing to prove—that the idea
of Sanatan Hindu thought
is so prehistoric? Such an-
tiquity would likely belong
to a dark age devoid of edu-
cation, language, writing,
or human values.

Whom is the RSS chief
quoting, then? Reports by
Freedom House have shown
that where the “Hindu”
(idea and individual) is
dominant, democracy is
100% stable and vibrant.
Where Christians are domi-
nant, democracy is about
50% stable. Where Muslims
are in majority or hold dom-
inance, democracy tends to
be unstable. Why did Bhag-
wat not cite this theory?

The RSS is celebrating
its centenary, which is natu-
ral. Its chief is delivering
such lectures across the
country. The discussion of
“Hindu” and “Hindutva”
reflects the ideological
stance of the RSS, but why
isitrepeatedly emphasized?
Does the RSS mobilize its
supporters, volunteers, and
propagators, and politically
support the BJP for elec-
toral gains? Indeed, the
“Hindu” is a symbol of co-
ordination. Even today, In-
diaranks second globally in
the number of mosques. If
Hindus were not integra-
tive, this would not have
been possible.

Bhagwat repeatedly em-
phasizes leading everyone
together. Then, the key
question is: Who spreads
hatred and against whom?
India’s first Prime Minis-
ter, Jawaharlal Nehru,
wrote in his historic book
India: A Discovery that
Hinduism is a broad-based
community. Who can object
to that? Yet, why did Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar not include
the word “minority” in the
Preamble? Nehru advocat-
ed for minority protection.
Two mutually opposing
words cannot be placed to-
gether in the Constitution.
Nehru also regarded Hin-
duism as a symbol of unity
and equality.

Lalit Garg
Independent Author

he eighth day of the
bright fortnight of
the month of Bhad-
rapada in the Hindu
calendar brings with
it a festival of love,
devotion, power, and surrender
— Radhastami. This day is cele-
brated as the divine birth of
Goddess Radha. It is not merely
the celebration of the birth of a
woman who epitomizes the
summit of devotion, but the ado-
ration of that supreme energy
which gave Lord Krishna’s life
its unique height and complete-
ness. On this day, devotees wor-
ship Radha and Krishna togeth-
er, observe fasts, and pray for
happiness, prosperity, and good
fortune. Especially in Braj, and
most vibrantly in Barsana, the
festival is observed with great
fervor. Radha is the symbol of
love, devotion, and the inner en-
ergy of Krishna. She is wor-
shipped as the pinnacle of divine
love, the goddess of devotion,
and the soul-force of Krishna
Himself. If Krishna is the em-
bodiment of divine play (leela),
sweetness, and compassion, then
Radhais the very essence of that
play, the depth of that sweetness,
and the soul of that compassion.
Thus, the Bhakti tradition pro-
claims: “Radhe bina nahin
Krishna, Krishna bina nahin
Radhe” - without Radha there is
no Krishna, and without Krish-
na there is no Radha.

Radha is not just the name of
a woman in Indian culture; she
is the supreme manifestation of
love and the highest expression
of devotion. Her love is not
worldly or bodily, but the mysti-
cal union of soul and Supreme
Soul. Itis alove free from selfish-
ness and possession — a love of
pure surrender and complete
identification. Radha’s life is an
extraordinary confluence of sac-
rifice and deep spiritual attach-
ment. She never desired any-
thing for herself; her every
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thought, every breath, was ab-
sorbed only in Krishna. This is
why the great poet-saints have
revered her as the very embodi-
ment of devotional rasa and the
presiding goddess of divine love.
Surdas beautifully wrote: “Pre-
ma bhaya manu bhava samana,
Radha tana mana Krishna
bakhana” —true loveis that state
where body, mind, and soul are
completely identified with
Krishna.

Indeed, the relationship be-
tween Radha and Krishna is not
that of an ordinary lover and
beloved. It is far more profound:
the eternal dialogue of the soul
with the Supreme Soul. This re-
lationship is spiritual, not world-
ly; it is a timeless communion
devoid of attachment, selfish-
ness, or desire. Radha gives com-
pleteness to Krishna’s personal-
ity. Krishna is the center of di-
vine play, yet without Radha that
play remains incomplete. Hence,
in devotional traditions, Krish-
na’s name is always preceded by
Radha’s “Radhe-Krishna”,
“Shyama-Shyam”. This sequence
itself conveys a deep philosophi-
cal truth - that the path to God
always passes through the bridge
of love and devotion exemplified
by Radha. Radha is not merely
Krishna’s consort; she is His
strength and His inspiration. In
the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna
speaks of two forms of nature —
apara (lower) and para (higher).
Radhaisregarded as the embod-
iment of para prakriti, the high-

er nature that leads life towards
spirituality. She is the soul of
Krishna’s divine play, the foun-
dation of His worship. In Radha’s
love there is no demand, only
surrender. Her message is that
true love lies not in possessing,
but in giving. It is this spirit of
giving that elevates life to sub-
lime heights.

The Bhakti tradition consid-
ers Radha’s devotion supreme.
Her love is selfless and entirely
Krishna-centered. She merged
her very existence into Krishna.
Hence, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
immersed himself in the devo-
tion of Radha, declaring, “In
Radha’s devotion I see Krishna,
and in Krishna’s devotion I see
Radha.” Saints like Surdas, Ras
Khan, Vidyapati, and Mirabai
expressed the deepest forms of
love and devotion only through
Radha. When Mirabai declared,
“Mere to Giridhar Gopal, doosro
na koyi” (“My only beloved is
Krishna, thereisnone else”), the
echo of Radha’s sentiment rever-
berated through her words. In
today’s age, when relationships
are increasingly tainted with
selfishness, calculation, and
transience, Radha’s life offers a
new illumination. True love is
that which is marked by surren-
der, trust, and sacrifice. Where
families and societies are disin-
tegrating, Radha’s example be-
comes ever more relevant. She
teaches that as long as relation-
ships are measured only in terms
of gain and loss, they cannot en-

dure. Endurance and perma-
nence arise only when there is
surrender like Radha’s.

On the level of devotion too,
Radha inspires us. Today, reli-
gion often appears confined to
rituals and external ostentation.
Radha shows us that true devo-
tion resides in the depth of the
heart — where the difference be-
tween devotee and God vanishes.
When, like Radha, we surrender
selflessly to the Divine, every dif-
ficulty appears trivial and we at-
tain profound peace. Radha’s life
reminds us that the ultimate
purpose of human existence is
not material wealth or achieve-
ments, but the union of soul with
the Supreme. Devotion is not just
prayer and ritual, but the deep
identification of the heart with
God. In times when humanity
struggles with conflict, stress,
and loneliness, Radha teaches
that the true solution lies in love
and surrender. If we imbibe her
message, our personal relation-
ships, our social fabric, and our
spiritual journey can all be in-
fused with new energy and
peace.

The scriptures describe Rad-
ha as the eternal energy of
Krishna, the very soul of His be-
ing. Hence, Krishna’s worship is
considered incomplete without
Radha. The Devi Bhagavatam
narrates that Lord Narayana
Himself told Narada that with-
out Radha’s worship, one does
not even have the right to wor-
ship Krishna. Even Lord Shiva

Ratha: The Eternal Flame of Love

Devotion and Divine Energy

confessed to Narada that he was
incapable of describing Radha’s
beauty and virtues fully —such is
her ineffable glory, beyond the
comprehension of even the
greatest beings. Her beauty en-
chants even Krishna, the charm-
er of the three worlds. According
to the scriptures, worship of
Krishna is incomplete without
Radha. Therefore, Radhastami
holds profound significance. Ob-
serving fasts and worship on this
day brings blessings of Goddess
Lakshmi in the form of prosper-
ity, fortune, and happiness. Mar-
ried women observe the fast for
the blessings of marital bliss and
children. Yet, Radhastami is not
merely a birthday celebration —it
is a reminder of what true love
and devotion mean.

According to legend, Radha
was born in Barsana to Vrishab-
hanu and Kirti Devi. She is re-
vered as the divine energy of
Lord Krishna. It is believed that
pleasing Radha automatically
pleases Krishna Himself. Radha
teaches us that love is a realiza-
tion of the soul, a bridge to the
Divine. She is the eternal flame
of love, illuminating not only
Krishna but all of humanity. In
today’s time, her relevance is
even deeper. She shows us a path
of love without selfishness, sur-
render without demand, and un-
ion without desire — only the
meeting of the soul with the Su-
preme Soul. This is the true mes-
sage of Radha, and this is the
real significance of Radhastami.

MICROPLASTICS HAVE BECOME PART OF NOT
ONLY AQUATIC LIFE, BUT ALSO OUR FOOD CHAIN

\
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cientists world-

K Vijay Garg
wide have long

S warned about the

deteriorating state of the
oceans, but human negli-
gence, overexploitation,
and selfish practices con-
tinue to suffocate marine
life. Over three billion peo-
ple depend on marine or-
ganisms for their liveli-
hoods, yet insufficient
measures have been taken
to preserve this vital re-
source. Illegal fishing, plas-
tic pollution, and climate
change are accelerating the

loss of marine biodiversity,
demanding immediate
global attention to safe-
guard the future of human-
ity and the oceans.

Rising sea temperatures
and plastic pollution have
intensified the crisis. The
Mediterranean, for in-
stance, is warming twenty
percent faster than the
global average, despite the
Paris Agreement’s target to
curb global temperature
rise. Currently, over sixty
percent of the marine eco-
system faces degradation,
and plastic pollution is pro-
jected to nearly double by
2040, reaching 23-37 mil-
lion tonnes annually. Mi-
croplastics have infiltrated
water and marine life, com-
pounding the problem.

Amid these challenges,
researchers at Tokyo Uni-
versity’s Riken Center for
Emergent Matter have de-
veloped a biodegradable

plastic alternative. This
new material, as strong as
conventional plastic, disin-
tegrates upon contact with
saltwater into harmless

components, preventing

the creation of microplas-
tics. While not yet commer-
cially available, this inno-
vation offers hope for re-
ducing oceanic plastic
waste.

Global organizations
aim to conserve thirty per-
cent of the oceans by 2030,
aligning with the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement’s 1.5°C
goal. Technical solutions,

such as phased plastic re-
moval and recycling, must
complement ambitious cli-
mate plans. Coral reefs,
which support roughly
twenty-five percent of ma-
rine species, are bleaching
atalarmingrates due toris-
ing temperatures. In the
Caribbean, Indian Ocean,
and Pacific regions, wide-
spread coral degradation
threatens fisheries, tour-
ism, and coastal liveli-
hoods.

Oceans also absorb near-
ly ninety percent of green-
house gas-induced heat,
mitigating climate disas-
ters. However, overfishing
and mismanagement con-
tinue to strain marine eco-
systems. In response, the
World Trade Organization
previously restricted subsi-
dies to curb excessive fish-
ing, and international trea-
ties now aim to protect
marine life in global wa-

ters. Yet, experts argue that
policies alone cannot re-
verse ecological damage;
enforcement and adequate
funding are essential.

Annual investment of
$175 billion is needed to
conserve oceans and ma-
rine ecosystems, but cur-
rent funding falls drasti-
cally short at just $10 bil-
lion. Each year, oceans ab-
sorb approximately 12 mil-
lion metric tonnes of plas-
tic. Fish stocks, once at 90
percent of safe biological
levels in 1970, have fallen to
62 percent in 2021. While
international conferences
since 2017 have produced
resolutions on ocean con-
servation, progress re-
mains limited.

The Third UN Ocean
Conference, held in France
on June 11, 2025, highlight-
ed that over a third of glob-
al fish stocks are being
overexploited. Unsustaina-

ble fishing practices, cli-
mate change, and poor
management continue to
diminish oceanic biodiver-
sity. Comprehensive reeval-
uation of global fisheries
policies is urgently needed
to meet the target of con-
serving thirty percent of
marine areas and aquatic
life by 2030.

Addressing this crisis
requires political will, sci-
entific innovation, and ad-
equate economic resources.
Technical advances, such
as biodegradable plastics
and improved fishing tech-
niques, must be scaled glob-
ally. Coordinated interna-
tional efforts can mitigate
climate impacts, reduce
pollution, and restore ma-
rine biodiversity. Without
urgent action, the oceans’
capacity to sustain life and
protect humanity from cli-
mate hazards will be irre-
versibly compromised.
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Pakistan Army Amasses
Billions Amid Poverty

Growing India

New Delhi: Amid Paki-
stan’s worsening econom-
ic crisis, the country’s
army has quietly become
its largest business con-
glomerate, wielding influ-
ence across multiple sec-
tors, anew report reveals.
The “Milbus” empire,
comprising entities like
the Fauji Foundation,
Army Welfare Trust, and
Defence Housing Author-
ity (DHA), spans banking,
agriculture, manufactur-
ing, real estate, educa-
tion, and retail. These
organizations enjoy tax
exemptions, privileged
land access, and regula-
tory protections, insulat-
ing them from normal
market competition.
According to the Eco-
nomic Policy and Busi-
ness Development
(EPBD) think tank’s

Wealth Perception Index

India Engineering
Exports Soar 13.81%

Growing India

New Delhi: India’s engi-
neering goods exports
rose 13.81 per cent year-
on-year in July 2025,
crossing $10 billion for
the first time in a fiscal
month, reaching $10.43
billion, up from $9.16 bil-
lion in July 2024, accord-
ing to the Engineering
Export Promotion Coun-
cil of India (EEPC).
Growth was led by ship-
ments to the US, Germa-
ny, the UK, Japan, Brazil,
and China, despite global
trade challenges such as
US tariffs, regional diver-
gence, and policy uncer-
tainty.

Exports to the US grew
19 per cent YoY to $1.81

2025, the Fauji Founda-
tion alone is valued at $5.9
billion, with other mili-
tary-led firms topping the
billion-dollar mark.
Meanwhile, Pakistan
grapples with stagnant
wages, rising prices, en-
ergy shortages, and
plummeting industrial
output. Nearly 44.7% of
Pakistanis live below the
poverty line, while 16.5%,
or around 39.8 million
people, survive on less
than $3 a day.

billion, while Germany
saw a 37.8 per cent in-
crease to $457.6 million.
The UK rose 46.5 per cent
to $402.5 million, Japan
55.2 per cent to $256.6 mil-
lion, Brazil 26.4 per cent,
and China 35.8 per cent.
However, exports to Tur-
key, UAE, Saudi Arabia,
and Singapore declined.

Of 34 engineering pan-
els, 29 reported positive
growth, with declines in
aircraft, ships, and zinc
products. For April-July
FY26, exports grew 6.1
per cent YoY to $39.34 bil-
lion. EEPC Chairman
Pankaj Chadha empha-
sized the need to diversify
markets and products to
maintain global competi-
tiveness.
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Varanasi: The world-fa-
mous Banarasi saree and
silk industry is facing a se-
vere impact due to tariffs
imposed by the US. Follow-
ing the imposition of tariffs,
large orders from the US
are being cancelled, and for-
eign traders have started
returning shipments, say
traders.

According to the Vara-
nasi Textile Industry Asso-
ciation, if this situation
persists, the city could suf-
fer losses of up to Rs 300
crore annually. This crisis
has put the livelihoods of
thousands of artisans at

risk, and the industry is
now staring at large-scale
unemployment.

Rajan Bahl, vice presi-
dent of Banarasi Textile
Industry Association, stat-
ed: “Exports of Banarasi
sarees will decline by 15 to

20 per cent due to these tar-
iffs. Handloom products
will be the most affected.
Though the current losses
may appear small, the fu-
ture impact will be severe.
Every year, exports worth
Rs 200 to Rs 300 crore were

sent to the US, which isnow
under threat. Orders are be-
ing cancelled, and no new
orders are comingin. I firm-
ly believe this isnot a minor
loss; it is a major blow to
Banaras and its industry.
Orders are being cancelled,
and we cannot expect fresh
orders going forward.”

He further added that the
number of handlooms is
already decreasing, and
these tariffs will only accel-
erate the decline. He ap-
pealed to the government
for immediate intervention
to save the industry.

Local saree trader
Sarvesh Kumar Srivastava
said: “The tariffs have seri-
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ously impacted our busi-
ness. Recently, goods worth
Rs 10 lakh were returned.
The weavers’ livelihoods
are in jeopardy. Finished
products have been put on
hold, and payments are
stuck. I employ 20 workers,
and holding Rs 20 lakh
worth of goods has caused
significant losses.”

He explained that trad-
ers, already facing econom-
ic challenges, are now un-
der increased pressure due
to the tariffs. Srivastava
demanded that the govern-
ment exempt handloom and
handicraft sectors from
GST. “Removing the 5 per

cent GST on handloom and

handicrafts would provide
relief to the industry. It
would boost demand in the
domestic market and at-
tract the middle class back
to Banarasi sarees,” he said.
He added: “I believe GST
exemption could bring a re-
vival in the industry, pro-
viding support to weavers
and traders alike. The tariftf-
related crisis has not only
caused economic losses but
also endangered the liveli-
hoods of thousands of arti-
sans and their families. The
government must intervene
immediately. Without
prompt action, this indus-
try could slip into deeper
crisis.”

How one gesture hy PM Modi
sparked a wave of Japanese
iInvestment in India
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New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit
to Japan continues to reso-
nate beyond diplomatic
corridors, as industrialist
Baba Kalyani shared a
powerful anecdote reflect-
ing the Prime Minister’s
deep understanding of cul-
tural nuances and his pro-
active diplomacy in pro-
moting India as an invest-
ment destination.

In a video shared by
Modi Story, a popular X ac-
count, chronicling the
Prime Minister’s leader-
ship journey, Baba Kalyani
recalled a memorable mo-
ment from one of PM
Modi’s earlier visits to Ja-
pan.

Then leading a delega-
tion of Indian industrial-
ists, the Prime Minister
displayed a symbolic ges-
ture designed to connect
deeply with Japanese busi-
ness culture, which values
unity and collective pur-
pose.

“We were around 30 to 40
Indian business leaders in
a room with more than 300
Japanese CEOs,” Kalyani
said.

“Narendra Modi turned
to us and said, ‘Stand up.
Tell them that India is

Adani Power gets LoA to
supply power from 800 MW
thermal power plant
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Ahmedabad: Adani Pow-
er Ltd on Saturday said it
has received a letter of
award (LoA) from MP Pow-
er Management Company
Ltd. MPPMCL) for supply
of power from a new 800
MW  Ultra-supercritical
thermal power plant, to be
developed in Anuppur dis-
trict. According to India’s
largest private sector ther-
mal power generator, the
project will help Madhya
Pradesh meet its ever-
growing electricity de-
mand owing to increased
industrialisation and ur-
banisation.

The company will in-
vest Rs 10,500 crore to-
wards setting up the plant
and related infrastruc-
ture.

“As India’s power de-
mand continues to rise,
driven by rapid economic

growth, especially the
base load power, it is im-
perative to invest in robust
energy infrastructure to
meet the nation’s growing
needs. Adani power re-
mains committed to secur-
ing India’s energy future
in a sustainable way by
expanding capacity and
embracing advanced tech-
nologies,” said SB Khya-
lia, Chief Executive Office,
Adani Power. “The Anup-
pur plant will play a piv-
otal role in ensuring relia-
ble, affordable, and com-
petitively priced power for
households and business-

iy
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es, strengthening India’s

and Madhya Pradesh’s

energy security and
fueling continued progress
in the state,” he added.
Adani Power emerged as
one of the lowest bidders
in a highly competitive bid-
ding process, with the final
tariff of Rs 5.838 per KWh.
Aspart of the contract, the
company will supply pow-
er from a new 800 MW ul-
tra-supercritical thermal
power unit, to be set up
under the Design, Build,
Finance, Own, and
Operate (DBFOO) model,
in the state.
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ready for business. That we
have a red carpet ready for
you.””

The simple yet impactful
gesture -- where the entire
Indian delegation stood up
in unison and extended an
open invitation to invest in
India -- struck a chord with
the Japanese audience.

Kalyani noted that PM
Modi had keenly observed
how collective action and
symbolism are deeply em-
bedded in Japanese society,
and he used that knowl-
edge to send a strong, uni-
fying message of intent and

hospitality.

“It was a moment of cul-
tural alignment. The Japa-
nese saw seriousness, com-
mitment, and unity. That’s
what left an impression,”
Kalyani added.

Since then, substantial
Japanese investments have
steadily poured into India.

This anecdote, now gain-
ing traction online, is being
seen as another example of
PM Modi’s strategic acu-
men and cultural intelli-
gence in diplomacy -- traits
he has consistently dis-
played, from his days as

Chief Minister of Gujarat
to his current role as Prime
Minister of India.

PM Modi’s most recent
visit to Japan -- where he
held summit talks with his
counterpart Shigeru Ishiba
--marked a further deepen-
ing of the India-Japan Spe-
cial Strategic and Global
Partnership.

Key announcements in-
cluded: Japan’s investment
target of 10 trillion yen
(nearly Rs 60,000 crore) in
India over the next decade,
a new defence cooperation
framework, and a 10-year
roadmap to scale up eco-
nomic engagement.

Speaking in Tokyo on
Friday, Prime Minister
Modi underlined the sig-
nificance of the bilateral
relationship: “India-Japan
cooperation is vital for
global peace, stability, and
prosperity. Together, we
are building a new and
golden chapter in our part-
nership.” As India looks to
attract greater foreign in-
vestment and forge resil-
ient global alliances, such
episodes reaffirm how PM
Modi combines economic
ambition with personal di-
plomacy -- crafting mes-
sages not just for board-
rooms, but for hearts and
minds across borders.

India’s first tempered
glass manufacturing
facili

ty inaugurated

|

Growing India

Noida: Union Electronics
and IT Minister, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, on Saturday
inaugurated the nation’s
first tempered glass man-
ufacturing plant here
which is a joint venture of
Optiemus Infracom, an
Indian electronic prod-
ucts manufacturer, and
Corning, the world’s lead-
inginnovator in materials
science.

“We are pleased to see
the partnership between
Optiemus and Corning,
and the commencement
of production today. The
overall ecosystem for
components is developing
rapidly in India. Over the
last 11 years, electronics
manufacturing has grown
sixfold, and today it is
around Rs 11.5 lakh crore
industry, with exports of
around Rs 3.5 lakh crore;
an impressive achieve-
ment and a testament to
the prime minister Naren-
dra Modi’s vision,”

Vaishnaw said.

“We plan to manufac-
ture every component
used in mobile devices
right here in India in the
near future,” the minister
said, adding that “we also
encourage research and
development to take place
in India and are working
toward becoming a global
player”.

Just as the tempered
glass manufacturing
plant has begun opera-
tions, we will soon see
‘made in India’ chips as
well. The electronics man-
ufacturing industry is
shaping up well and cur-
rently generates approxi-
mately 25 lakh jobs, the
minister further stated.

With an initial invest-
ment of Rs 70 crore, the
facility will feature state-
of-the-art infrastructure
that will enable the com-
plete transformation of
raw  materials into
excellent-quality  tem-
pered glass, Optiemus In-
fracom said.

INDIAS PASSENGER VEHICLE SALES
CROSS 10-LAKH MARK IN QI FY26
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New Delhi: Over 10 lakh
passenger vehicles were
sold in India in the April-
June period, with Maha-
rashtra topping the sales
chart, according to latest
data from industry body
Society of Indian Automo-
bile Manufacturers
(SIAM).

From April to June, 10.12
lakh passenger vehicles
were sold in the country,
and the western zone
topped sales with 3.21 lakh
units.

As many as 1.19 lakh
units were sold in Maha-
rashtra in the June quar-
ter. Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Karnataka, and Haryana
followed in the sales chart
compiled by STAM.

In the two-wheeler seg-
ment, 46.75 lakh units were
sold in the country during
this period, with sales in
western states reaching

14.19 lakh units, the indus-

try body said. Uttar
Pradesh led in two-wheeler
sales, totalling 8.18 lakh
units, followed by Maha-
rashtra, Tamil Nadu, Bi-
har, and Madhya Pradesh.

In the commercial vehi-
cle segment, Maharashtra
led the space with sales of
32,000 units in the June
quarter. Overall, 2.23 lakh

commercial vehicles were
sold in the country during
the period.

Sales in the three-wheel-
er segment reached 1.65
lakh units during this pe-
riod, with Uttar Pradesh
leading sales with 21,000
units, followed by Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Karnata-
ka, and Telangana, accord-
ing to STAM.

In July 2025, passenger
vehicle dispatches from
companies to dealers de-
clined marginally to
3,40,772 units, down from
3,41,510 units a year earlier.

In the upcoming Goods
and Services Tax (GST) re-
forms, the Centre is expect-
ed to lower the tax on en-
try-level passenger vehi-
cles and two-wheelers to 18

per cent, making them
more affordable ahead of
Diwali.

Currently, all passenger
vehicles powered by com-
bustion engines are subject
toa GST of 28 per cent, plus
a compensation cess rang-
ing from 1 per cent to 22 per
cent, based on engine ca-
pacity, length, and body
type.
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Mandaviya Launches
Task Force for Sports
Manufacturing
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New Delhi: Union Minis-
ter of Youth Affairs &
Sports, Mansukh Man-
daviya, on Saturday an-
nounced the formation of
a task force to formulate
India’s first-ever sports
goods  manufacturing
policy. The announce-
ment was made during
the inaugural Sports
Goods Manufacturing
Conclave held in New
Delhi.

The conclave, organ-
ised by the Sports Minis-
try, brought together of-
ficials from NITI Aayog,
Commerce Ministry,
DPIIT, FICCI, CII, MS-
MEs and industry stake-
holders to chart a road-
map for building an At-
manirbhar Bharat in the
sports sector.

India’s sports goods in-
dustry, valued at USD 4.88
billion (Rs.42,877 crore) in
2024, is projected to grow
to USD 6.6 billion by 2027

Portugal Honors Jota,
Passes Jersey Neves
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QOeiras (Portugal): Portu-
gal have paid tribute to
late forward Diogo Jota by
transferring his No. 21 na-
tional team jersey to his
close friend and former
Wolverhampton team-
mate Ruben Neves, head
coach Roberto Martinez
confirmed on Friday.
Neves, now a midfielder
for Saudi Pro League side
Al-Hilal, was a pallbearer
at Jota’s funeral, reflect-
ing the deep bond the two
shared both on and off the
pitch. Jota, 28, died along-
side his younger brother,
Andre Silva, in a car acci-
dent in northwestern
Spain last month, an event

India Secures Record
50 Golds Shootlng
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New Delhi: India con-
cluded the 16th Asian
Shooting Championship
in Shymkent, Kazakh-
stan, with a historic best-
ever performance, win-
ning an unprecedented
50 gold medals to top the
overall tally. The achieve-
ment marks the first
time India has led the
medal chart at this pre-
mier continental event.
The senior team ex-
celled in 15 Olympic dis-
ciplines, claiming six
gold, two silver, and
three bronze medals.
China led with eight
golds, while host Kazakh-
stan secured the remain-

ing medals. Standout
performers included
two-time Olympian

Elavenil Valarivan, who
won women’s air rifle
gold with an Asian re-
cord, Neeru Dhanda’s
maiden women’s trap
gold, Sift Kaur Samra’s
first title in 50m rifle
3-position, and Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar de-
fending his men’s 3P
crown.

Indian juniors domi-
nated Olympic events
with 10 golds, four sil-
vers, and three bronzes,
highlighting the depth of
the country’s shooting
talent. Additional victo-

and Rs.87,300 crore by
2034. It employs over five
lakh people, mostly in
MSME hubs like Meerut,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana and
Delhi-NCR.

Mandaviya underlined
that sports manufactur-
ing has now been formal-
ly included in the Alloca-
tion of Business Rules,
1961, giving the sector
national policy status.
Stressing self-reliance, he
said, “From 1% global
share now, we aim for 25%
by 2036.”

The conclave also ex-
plored strategies to boost
exports and strengthen
India’s position as a glob-
al sports goods hub.

that has deeply affected
the national squad.

Martinez described Jo-
ta’s influence as a “light”
for the team and a source
of unity and motivation,
saying the number 21 jer-
sey will keep his presence
symbolically alive on the
field. “Ruben is the ideal
person to represent him,”
Martinez added, empha-
sizing their close friend-
ship and shared history at
club and international
level.

Liverpool have also
honored Jota, retiring his
No. 20 shirt at Anfield,
while Brighton’s James
Milner will wear it this
season as a mark of re-
spect.

ries came in youth, team,
and non-Olympic events,
including Ankur Mittal’s
men’s Double Trap gold
with a world record and
Gurpreet Singh’s 25m
Standard Pistol triumph.
NRAI President Ka-
likesh Narayan Singh
Deo hailed the perfor-
mance, noting India’s
shooting ecosystem is
poised for greater inter-
national success.
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Rajgir (Bihar): In a dra-
matic encounter, Malaysia
shocked defending champi-
ons South Korea 4-1 to
script a major upset in the
Men’s Asia Cup Hockey
2025, improving their
chances of topping the
group and improving their
chances of reaching the
summit clash.

Earlier, Bangladesh reig-
nited their campaign with
a commanding 8-3 win over
Chinese Taipei.

Malaysia’s spirited per-
formance put them firmly
on course for a Super 4
berth.

For Chinese Taipei, the
heavy defeat has all but
ended their hopes, while
South Korea suddenly find
themselves under pressure

to recover in what is now a
wide-open group.

In the match between
Malaysia and Korea, it was
Korea who drew blood first
through Geonhyo Jin in-
side two minutes, but Ma-
laysia responded strongly.
Akhimullah Anuar stole
the show with a superb hat-
trick, while Ashran Ham-
sani added another. The

result put Malaysia on top
of Pool B with two straight
wins, while Korea face
mounting pressure ahead
of their remaining fixtures.

South Korea went ahead
through Geonhyo Jin, who
capitalised on a defensive
mishap just two minutes
into the contest. The blow
was a wake-up call for Ma-
laysia. By the second quar-

ter, Malaysia had found its
rhythm. Persistent pres-
sure and creative build-up
carved space inside Korea’s
defensive circle. A slick
move saw Akhimullah An-
uar level the scores with
deft footwork and compo-
sure.

The third quarter saw
Malaysia strike again, and
this time through Ashran
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Asia Cup 2025: Malaysia stun Korea,
Bangladesh outclass Chinese Taiper on Day 2

Hamsani. Benefiting from
a turnover and quick pass-
ing inside the ring, he fired
a low shot past the keeper
to put Malaysia ahead at
the 33-minute mark. Short-
ly afterwards, another Ma-
laysian surge ended with
Anuar doubling his tally
from a penalty corner.

Despite South Korea’s
efforts to recover, the Ma-
laysian defense held firm.
In the final minutes, Anuar
completed a memorable
hat-trick with a flourish,
cementing his star-of-the-
match credentials and de-
livering Malaysia a stun-
ning 4-1 result.

Malaysia are now in a
prime position to qualify
for the Super 4s. For Korea,
questions loom as pressure
mounts to recover in up-
coming fixtures.

Bangladesh  outclass
Chinese Taipei 8-3
Bangladesh hammered
Chinese Taipei 8-3 in a Pool
B clash. After a stuttering
start to their campaign, the
Bangladeshis produced a
commanding second-half
display that not only se-
cured them vital points but
also revived their hopes of
advancing to the Super 4
stage. Coming after a 1-4
defeat to Malaysia in their
opening match, Bangla-
desh went all out for a win
against Chinese Taipei,
who had been crushed 0-7
by defending champions
South Korea in their first
match. By halftime, the
score stood level at 2-2, as
Bangladesh’s early goals
were neutralised by the
spirited Chinese Taipei
counterattacks.

RANA, DOSEJA HELP

WEST DELHI SET UP FINAL
AGAINST
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New Delhi:The West Delhi
Lions booked their place in
the grand finale of the Delhi
Premier League (DPL) 2025
with a dominant eight-wick-
et win over the East Delhi
Riders in Qualifier 2 at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium here
on Saturday.

Chasing a modest 140-run
target, the Lions crossed the
finish line with ease in the
18th over, thanks to a com-
posed knock from Ayush
Doseja and yet another flu-
ent innings from Nitish
Rana.

The chase began on a
shaky note when opener
Ankit Kumar fell early to
Rohit Yadav for 2. However,
Krish Yadav (37 off 25) and
Doseja steadied the innings
with a 39-run stand for the
second wicket. Krish looked
in fine touch, striking
boundaries with ease, be-
fore he was dismissed by
Mayank Rawat, caught by
Kavya Gupta.

From there, Doseja found
strong company in Nitish
Rana. The pair ensured
there were no further slip-
ups as they built a solid,
unbeaten partnership.
Doseja remained unbeaten
on 54 off 49 balls, anchoring

SUMIT,

the chase,
Rana (45
out off 26) \
celerated in
trademark fash-
ion to seal the
wininstyle. Rawat
was the standout
bowler for East Delhi,
returning 1/19 in his
four overs.

Earlier, put in to bat,
the East Delhi Riders

struggled for momentum =

and could manage only
139/8 in their 20 overs. (=
The Lions struck early £
when Shubham §
Dubey dismissed
Hardik Sharma for 1.
Arpit Rana and Sujal
Singh attempted to re-
build with a 40-run part-
nership, but Tishant Dabla
broke through, sending
Sujal back for 18.
Arpit carried on to com-
plete a fighting 50 off 38
balls, but his dismissal to
Dabla left the Riders reel-
ing at 81/3. Regular wick-
ets pegged them back fur-
ther, and despite a spirited
24*% off 17 from Rounak
Waghela in the death overs,
they couldn’t push the total
to a challenging score. The
Lions’ bowling unit was
clinical. Manan Bhardwaj
was the pick of the attack

with 3-22 in 4 overs, while
Dabla chipped in with 2-18
in 3 overs. Anirudh Chowd-
hary also contributed with
2-281in 3 overs, ensuring the
Riders never found any
rhythm.

With this commanding
win, the West Delhi Lions
set up a blockbuster title
clash against the Central
Delhi Kings in the DPL 2025
final, promising a fitting
finale to the tournament.

PREMIER LEAGUE: FERNANDES’
LAST-GASP PENALTY SAVES
MAN UNITED IN DRAMATIC 3-2
WIN OVER BURNLEY
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Manchester: Bruno Fer-
nandes converted a dramat-
ic 96th-minute penalty to
hand Manchester United a
tense 3-2 victory over Burn-
ley at Old Trafford on Sat-
urday, keeping alive their
stuttering campaign under
manager Ruben Amorim.
Amorim had branded the
clash a “must-win” follow-
ing the midweek humilia-
tion in the Carabao Cup
against Grimsby, but what
unfolded was another er-
ratic display that laid bare
United’s ongoing issues.
The hosts struck first
when Josh Cullen diverted
the ball into his own net,
but the early positivity soon
faded. Matheus Cunha’s in-
jury forced a reshuffle, and
Burnley began to grow in
confidence. After United
squandered chances to ex-
tend their lead, the visitors
hit back through Lyle Fos-
ter’s precise header from
Jacob Bruun Larsen’s
cross. Parity lasted only
seconds. From the restart,

Bryan Mbeumo scored his
first league goal for United,
restoring the advantage.
Yet, Amorim’s side again
faltered defensively, with
Jaidon Anthony bundling
in Burnley’s second equal-
iser after a routine throw-in
was poorly dealt with. The
goal epitomised United’s
fragility and sparked frus-
tration among the Old Traf-
ford faithful as Burnley
pushed for a shock result.

Deep into stoppage time,
the game—and perhaps
Amorim’s tenure—hung in
the balance until VAR in-
tervened, spotting a shirt
pull on Amad Diallo. Fer-
nandes, under immense
pressure after missing a
crucial penalty against Ful-
ham last weekend, stepped
up and calmly dispatched
the spot-kick to snatch vic-
tory. While the win offers
temporary relief, United’s
defensive lapses and lack of
control left lingering
doubts. Burnley, mean-
while, will feel harshly un-
done after twice clawing
their way back.

GAGAN GOWDA SHINE AS UP YODDHAS

IAKE DOWN 1ELUGU TITANS 40-55
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Visakhapatnam (A.P.):
The Vishwanadh Sports
Club witnessed a nail-bit-
ing season opener on Sat-
urday evening, as the UP
Yoddhas began their Pro
Kabaddi League (PKL) Sea-
son 12 campaign with a
thrilling 40-35 win over
home side Telugu Titans.

Skipper Sumit’s eight
points and Gagan Gowda’s
superb  14-point haul

proved decisive, despite Vi-
jay Malik’s equally impres-
sive 14 points for the Titans.

Vijay Malik opened the
proceedings with an early
hand touch, but the Yod-
dhas immediately showed
their resilience. Gagan
Gowda struck early against
Bharat Hooda, with both
teams trading blows and
forcing Do-or-Die raids.
Bharat faltered in his first
two such attempts, while
Guman Singh’s double
touch gave the Yoddhas the
lead 10 minutes into the
first half, reducing the Ti-
tans to just two men on the
mat at the timeout.

The first All Out hap-

pened in the eighth minute,

when  skipper  Sumit
trapped Jai Bhagwan to

hand the Yoddhas a four-
point cushion. Soon after,
Gagan Gowda’s Super Raid

extended the advantage,
and the visitors began to
dictate the tempo. Despite
Bharat’s resistance, the Ti-
tans struggled to close the
gap as the Yoddhas went
into the break leading 21-
13. Early in the second half,
the Yoddhas inflicted an-
other All Out, with Sumit
completing his High Five
after dismissing Shubham
Shinde and stretching the
lead to 11. Malik briefly re-
vived the Titans with a
multi-point raid, but Gow-
da’s consistency carried
him to a Super 10. Sumit

then produced a Super
Tackle on Malik to restore
the 11-point margin, put-
ting the game seemingly
out of reach.

The Titans, however,
weren’t done. They capital-
ised on the Yoddhas’ first
All Out of the night, cutting
the lead to just five points.
Malik completed his Super
10 with a multi-point raid
and even dismissed Gowda,
sparking hopes of a late
comeback. But Gowda had
the final say, sealing the
contest with a Super Raid
in the dying moments.
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